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Memoir is more than writing down memories; it's a powerful motivator for
children to write and revise. Working with familiar material, students explore
their lives, learn new and sophisticated elements of craft, and engage deeply with
content to uncover personal and universal meaning. By teaching with memoir,
you can help students exceed official standards for writing, both in class work
and on tests, while also giving them a tool for making sense of their place in the
world.

In Writing a Life, Katherine Bomer presents classroom-tested strategies for
tapping memoir's power, including ways to help kids generate ideas to write
about, elaborate on and make meaning from their memories, and learn craft from
published memoirs. She describes dozens of ideas for minilessons, teacher -
student conferences, peer conferences, writing activities, prompts, and revision
strategies. She then crosses the literacy spectrum to show how studying mentor
memoirs can enrich students' reading by building strong reading-writing
connections. In addition, Bomer presents a curricular unit that prepares students
for writing tests by systematically and explicitly helping them transfer the
content and skills they develop in writing memoir to the demands of standardized
assessments.

Every student has a story to share. With Writing a Life, you'll have the
inspiration, the strategies, and the materials you need to help them write it
beautifully.
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Memoir is more than writing down memories; it's a powerful motivator for children to write and revise.
Working with familiar material, students explore their lives, learn new and sophisticated elements of craft,
and engage deeply with content to uncover personal and universal meaning. By teaching with memoir, you
can help students exceed official standards for writing, both in class work and on tests, while also giving
them a tool for making sense of their place in the world.

In Writing a Life, Katherine Bomer presents classroom-tested strategies for tapping memoir's power,
including ways to help kids generate ideas to write about, elaborate on and make meaning from their
memories, and learn craft from published memoirs. She describes dozens of ideas for minilessons, teacher -
student conferences, peer conferences, writing activities, prompts, and revision strategies. She then crosses
the literacy spectrum to show how studying mentor memoirs can enrich students' reading by building strong
reading-writing connections. In addition, Bomer presents a curricular unit that prepares students for writing
tests by systematically and explicitly helping them transfer the content and skills they develop in writing
memoir to the demands of standardized assessments.

Every student has a story to share. With Writing a Life, you'll have the inspiration, the strategies, and the
materials you need to help them write it beautifully.
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Editorial Review

Review
“This depth of attention to a single genre is unprecedented in books on the teaching of writing. Until now, for
this depth, teachers used books written for aspiring writers and translated them into sensible classroom
practice. Katherine brings writing and teaching together exquisitely in this beautiful book.”–Katie Wood
Ray, Author of About the Authors

“Smart teachers will read this book. Smarter teachers will use it as a guide. The smartest ones will read it,
use it, and then return to it for inspiration, reflection, and, ultimately, for hope. In Writing a Life, Bomer
takes us beyond the craft of writing memoir to the purpose and passion of this genre.”–Kylene Beers, Author
of When Kids Cant Read - What Teachers Can Do

“Writing a Life has become my new Best-book-in the-whole world. Like a best friend, this book understands
what I need without my naming it, and responds in ways that are as deep and as pure as the human
spirit.”–Lucy Calkins, Author of Units of Study for Primary Writing

About the Author
Katherine Bomer, author of Hidden Gems and Starting with What Students Do Best, is one of the field's
most gifted writers as well as one of its most gifted teachers of writing. In more than two decades of teaching
and consulting, she has used her writers' eye to focus on how craft isn't just an instructional goal but an
instructional tool that allows writers to go grow well beyond the range of most publically available
assessments. An internationally known consultant and frequent keynote speaker, Katherine began her
consulting career with the Teachers College Reading and Writing Project. In addition to Writing a Life, she
is the coauthor of the Heinemann title For a Better World (with Randy Bomer) and delivers on-site PD
through Heinemann Professional Development Services. A published poet and essayist, Katherine is also
coauthor (with Lucy Calkins) of A Writer's Shelf. She began over fifteen years ago as a professional
developer with the Teachers College Reading and Writing Project. A classroom teacher for ten years, she
now works with teachers in elementary and middle schools throughout the country. As a frequent speaker at
conferences and institutes, she combines a teacher's practical advice, a writer's love of language, and a
powerful plea for social justice.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mildred Miller:

The book Writing a Life: Teaching Memoir to Sharpen Insight, Shape Meaning--and Triumph Over Tests
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important
thing like a book Writing a Life: Teaching Memoir to Sharpen Insight, Shape Meaning--and Triumph Over
Tests? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many facts for us.
It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take
for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Writing a Life: Teaching
Memoir to Sharpen Insight, Shape Meaning--and Triumph Over Tests has simple shape nevertheless, you
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a



book. So it is very wonderful.

Marie Clayton:

The guide with title Writing a Life: Teaching Memoir to Sharpen Insight, Shape Meaning--and Triumph
Over Tests includes a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book.
This kind of book exist new understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the condition
of the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific
book will bring you throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart
phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Daniel Starnes:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
publication that need more time to be examine. Writing a Life: Teaching Memoir to Sharpen Insight, Shape
Meaning--and Triumph Over Tests can be your answer given it can be read by an individual who have those
short time problems.

Marcia Marshall:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Writing a Life: Teaching Memoir to Sharpen
Insight, Shape Meaning--and Triumph Over Tests was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we
know that book Writing a Life: Teaching Memoir to Sharpen Insight, Shape Meaning--and Triumph Over
Tests has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book
are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book
for yourself and try to like reading that.
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