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Recent years have seen the emergence of a virulent version of Hindu nationalism
and fundamentalism in India under the banner of Hindutva. This xenophobic
movement has obfuscated and mystified the notion of Hindu identity and
reinforced its stereotypes. Its arguments range from the patently unscientific -
humankind was created in India, as was the first civilisation - to historical
whitewash: Hinduism has continued in one, unchanged form for 5000 years;
Hinduism has always been a tolerant faith. 'Rethinking Hindu Identity' offers a
corrective based on a deep and detailed reading of Indian history. Written in a
riveting style, this study provides a fresh history of Hinduism - its practices, its
beliefs, its differences and inconsistencies, and its own myths about itself. Along
the way, the book systematically demolishes the arguments of Hindu
fundamentalism and nationalism, revealing how the real history of Hinduism is
much more complex.
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Hindu identity and reinforced its stereotypes. Its arguments range from the patently unscientific - humankind
was created in India, as was the first civilisation - to historical whitewash: Hinduism has continued in one,
unchanged form for 5000 years; Hinduism has always been a tolerant faith. 'Rethinking Hindu Identity'
offers a corrective based on a deep and detailed reading of Indian history. Written in a riveting style, this
study provides a fresh history of Hinduism - its practices, its beliefs, its differences and inconsistencies, and
its own myths about itself. Along the way, the book systematically demolishes the arguments of Hindu
fundamentalism and nationalism, revealing how the real history of Hinduism is much more complex.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Philip R. Davies is Emeritus Professor of Biblical Studies at the University of Sheffield.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Martin:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Rethinking Hindu Identity (Religion in Culture). You
can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book
Rethinking Hindu Identity (Religion in Culture). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the
world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your country
until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you
are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-
book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Joseph Thomas:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for all of us. The book Rethinking Hindu Identity (Religion in Culture) was
making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The publication Rethinking Hindu Identity (Religion in Culture) is not only giving you
more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current
spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book Rethinking Hindu Identity
(Religion in Culture). You never sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

Daniel Padilla:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of various ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Rethinking Hindu Identity (Religion in Culture), you are able to tells your family, friends and soon
about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.



Elisa Dumont:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your own
free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing
that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out look for book, may
be the reserve untitled Rethinking Hindu Identity (Religion in Culture) can be good book to read. May be it
may be best activity to you.
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