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Set in Paris and attracting comparisons with Franz Kafka and Edgar Allan Poe,
The Pigeon is Patrick Suskind's tense, disturbing follow-up to the bestselling
Perfume. The novella tells the story of a day in the meticulously ordered life of
bank security guard Jonathan Noel, who has been hiding from life since his wife
left him for her Tunisian lover. When Jonathan opens his front door on a day he
believes will be just like any other, he encounters not the desired empty hallway
but an unwelcome, diabolical intruder . . .
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Suskind's previous novel, Perfume, was a tough act to follow, so perhaps he deliberately curbed his
aspirations for its successor. Where Perfume was a rich feast of language and vision, this slim novella is a
light snack, a simple fable simply wrought. After a childhood marked by repeated abandonment, followed by
years devoted to cultivating the lifestyle of an urban hermit, Parisian bank guard Jonathan Noel awakes one
morning to find the titular bird outside the door of his rented one-room flat, the presence of which so
unnerves him over the course of the day, that he finally goes to sleep vowing to commit suicide the next
morning. Redemption comes at daybreak in the form of a rainstorm and the realization that, despite the
sadness of his early years, he "cannot live without other people." Like the monster scent-stealer of Perfume,
Noel is an extreme example of a social outcast, but despite a few nice toucheshe recognizes his first rush of
adrenaline as something he has read abouthis characterization lacks the inventiveness of the former. The
verbal flights of fancy that dazzled in Perfume are missing here, although that book's less interesting
allegorical affinities remain. Readers with high hopes for The Pigeon will be disappointed; those who
approach the book with limited expectations will be better suited to appreciate its modest rewards. 35,000
first printing; paperback rights to Pocket Books; BOMC and QPBC alternates.
Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
$14.95. f In Perfume ( LJ 10/15/86), his internationally acclaimed first novel, Suskind explores the obsessive
inner world of a monster genius. In his new novella he paints a humorous if disquieting portrait of an
ordinary man who is nevertheless as obsessive as Suskind's first protagonist. Jonathan Noel is a bank guard
in Paris. Deeply traumatized by his childhood experiences during the German occupation of France, he
strives with singular dedication to reduce his life to utter uneventfulness and monotony. The sudden
appearance of a pigeon on his doorstep completely unhinges him, threatening to plunge his life into chaos. A
fine translation of a masterfully crafted novella, essential for literature collections. Ulrike S. Rettig,
Wellesley Coll., Wellesley, Mass.
Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Language Notes
Text: English, German (translation)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul Erdmann:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Pigeon? Maybe it is to become
best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?



John Lee:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Pigeon as your daily resource information.

Elbert Gibson:

The reserve untitled Pigeon is the guide that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide
content that will be shown to anyone. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the information that they
share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Pigeon from
the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Jaime Friend:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You
can choose the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Pigeon. You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed
book, it might add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most critical that, you must
aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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