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Farm Team VS. Town Team

Milking, haying, and planting leave Billy Baggs very little time for the thing he
loves most--baseball. So when his mother suggests building a baseball field in
their cow pasture and inviting the neighbors to play, Billy is willing to give it a
try. After all, a farm team has to be better than no team...or does it?

With Gina Erickson in right field, Big Danny Boyer is left, and Skinner, the
aging Labrador retriever, in center, the team's lineup is a joke. But who'll get the
last laugh when they play the big game--Billy, or his arch rival, King Kenwood?
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Weaver (Striking Out) combines wickedly sharp wit with a love of baseball and intimate knowledge of farm
life to yield an emotionally satisfying tale. With a classic triumph-of-the-underdogs theme, simplistic
resolution (all anyone needs to iron out his problems, it seems, is to play a little baseball) and cinematic
climax, Weaver seems to be writing with Hollywood in mind-Lake Wobegon meets Field of Dreams. But the
story is peopled with such acutely observed characters and, after its foreboding opening, infused with such
joyous optimism that its well-worn ground poses few problems. In northern Minnesota, Billy Baggs, 14, has
to forgo playing baseball to work the family dairy farm after his father, Abner, lands in jail. Determined to
have fun despite-or rather because of-grim Abner's absence, mother Mavis circulates flyers inviting one and
all to Friday night baseball, to be played on the diamond she and Billy make in a cow pasture. Almost
magically the game unites the locals and raises their self-esteem, from migrant Mexican farmworkers to a
slatternly teenage mother to Billy himself. In a good old-fashioned ending, our hero bests his nemesis (the
town team's star player), earns Abner's grudging respect and wins the admiration of the girl who makes his
heart sing. Ages 12-up.
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Gr. 7^-12. Billy Baggs is a painfully shy 14-year-old farm boy with a passion and talent for baseball. When
Billy's antisocial father is sentenced to three months in jail for demolishing a used-car lot with his Caterpillar
tractor, Billy, who must assume the responsibility for the family dairy farm, sees his dreams of playing City
League summer baseball disappear overnight. Billy's mother, Mavis, organizes a ragtag farm team baseball
league, which includes Mexican migrant workers, the girls next door, and even the family dog. The farm
team proves surprisingly good and eventually challenges the city team to a game. This fast-moving, engaging
novel will appeal not only to baseball fans, but also to anyone who enjoys the satisfaction of seeing the
underdog triumph. Although there are a few stereotypes, among them, an overly protective Jewish mother,
most of the characters are believable and well developed, and the action scenes, especially the baseball
episodes, are particularly compelling. A sequel to Striking Out (1993), this will be welcomed by teens who
already know Billy Baggs, but it easily stands on its own considerable merit. Debbie Carton

About the Author

Will Weaver is an award-winning fiction writer. His latest novel is The Survivors, a sequel to his popular
young adult novel Memory Boy. His other books include Full Service, Defect, Saturday Night Dirt, Super
Stock Rookie, Checkered Flag Cheater, Claws, and the Billy Baggs books Striking Out, Farm Team, and
Hard Ball, all of which are ALA Best Books for Young Adults. Formerly an English professor at Bemidji
State University, he lives in northern Minnesota, a region he writes from and loves. He is an avid
outdoorsman and enjoys hunting, fishing, canoeing, and hiking with his family and friends.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daniele Chambers:

The book Farm Team make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your
subject. If you can make examining a book Farm Team to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages,
like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to
know everything if you like available and read a book Farm Team. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Sarah Davis:

The book Farm Team can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book Farm Team? A few of you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try
to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book Farm Team has simple shape however you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Cheryl Steele:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a reserve. The book Farm Team it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to
deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your
smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.

Amy Quist:

This Farm Team is great publication for you because the content which is full of information for you who
have always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That book reveal it details accurately
using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you
can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tricky core
information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Farm Team in your hand like getting the world in
your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen
tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy
do you still doubt this?
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