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"Athena seized the writhing serpent and hurled it into the sky, and fixed it
to the very pole of the heavens."

The constellations we recognize today were first mapped by the ancient Greeks,
who arranged the stars into patterns for that purpose. In the third century BC
Eratosthenes compiled a handbook of astral mythology in which the
constellations were associated with figures from legend, and myths were
provided to explain how each person, creature, or object came to be placed in the
sky. Thus we can see Heracles killing the Dragon, and Perseus slaying the sea-
monster to save Andromeda; Orion chases the seven maidens transformed by
Zeus into the Pleiades, and Aries, the golden ram, is identified flying up to the
heavens.

This translation brings together the later summaries from Eratosthenes's lost
handbook with a guide to astronomy compiled by Hyginus, librarian to Augustus.
Together with Aratus's astronomical poem the Phaenomena, these texts provide a
complete collection of Greek astral myths; imaginative and picturesque, they also
offer an intriguing insight into ancient science and culture.

ABOUT THE SERIES:
For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest range
of literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's
commitment to scholarship, providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of
other valuable features, including expert introductions by leading authorities,
helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and
much more.
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"Athena seized the writhing serpent and hurled it into the sky, and fixed it to the very pole of the
heavens."

The constellations we recognize today were first mapped by the ancient Greeks, who arranged the stars into
patterns for that purpose. In the third century BC Eratosthenes compiled a handbook of astral mythology in
which the constellations were associated with figures from legend, and myths were provided to explain how
each person, creature, or object came to be placed in the sky. Thus we can see Heracles killing the Dragon,
and Perseus slaying the sea-monster to save Andromeda; Orion chases the seven maidens transformed by
Zeus into the Pleiades, and Aries, the golden ram, is identified flying up to the heavens.

This translation brings together the later summaries from Eratosthenes's lost handbook with a guide to
astronomy compiled by Hyginus, librarian to Augustus. Together with Aratus's astronomical poem the
Phaenomena, these texts provide a complete collection of Greek astral myths; imaginative and picturesque,
they also offer an intriguing insight into ancient science and culture.

ABOUT THE SERIES:
For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest range of literature from around
the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing the most accurate
text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by leading authorities, helpful
notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much more.
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Editorial Review

Review
a useful, inexpensive, and comprehensive vade-mecum of the mythology that surrounds the constellations
Colin Leach, Classics for All

About the Author

Robin Hard has translated Apollodorus's Library of Greek Mythology, Diogenes's Sayings and Anecdotes,
Marcus Aurelius's Meditations, and Epictetus's Discourses, Fragments, Handbook for Oxford World's
Classics. He is the author of the Routledge Handbook of Greek Mythology (2004).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tanisha Goss:

This Constellation Myths: with Aratus's Phaenomena (Oxford World's Classics) book is not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This particular Constellation Myths: with Aratus's Phaenomena (Oxford World's
Classics) without we realize teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing.
Don't become worry Constellation Myths: with Aratus's Phaenomena (Oxford World's Classics) can bring
once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your
lovely laptop even cellphone. This Constellation Myths: with Aratus's Phaenomena (Oxford World's
Classics) having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

Mike Huey:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This Constellation Myths: with Aratus's Phaenomena (Oxford
World's Classics) book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts
here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge
that want to give to you. The writer involving Constellation Myths: with Aratus's Phaenomena (Oxford
World's Classics) content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking
Constellation Myths: with Aratus's Phaenomena (Oxford World's Classics) is not loveable to be your top
record reading book?



Karyn Turner:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read
one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Constellation Myths: with Aratus's
Phaenomena (Oxford World's Classics) is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Gregory McCormick:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer might be Constellation Myths: with Aratus's Phaenomena (Oxford World's
Classics) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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