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Carolingian historical texts have long stood at the base of our modern knowledge
about the eighth and ninth centuries. The ninth century gave birth to a new
revival of secular biography, which has come to be recognized as one of the
brightest bands in the spectrum of Carolingian historical writing. This collection
brings together, for the first time in one volume, the five royal/imperial
biographies written during the Carolingian period.

Thomas F. X. Noble’s new English translations of these five important
texts—Einhard’s Life of Emperor Charles, Notker’s Deeds of Charles the Great,
Ermoldus Nigellus’s Poem in Honor of Louis, Thegan’s Deeds of Emperor Louis,
and the Life of Louis by “the Astronomer”—are each accompanied by a short
introduction and a note on “Essential Reading.” Offering details on matters of
style, sources used by the author, and the influence, if any, exerted by the text,
Noble provides a context for each translation without compromising the author’s
intended voice. By “reuniting” these five essential medieval texts in an English
translation, this volume makes these voices accessible to scholars and non-
experts alike throughout the Anglophone world.
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Carolingian historical texts have long stood at the base of our modern knowledge about the eighth and ninth
centuries. The ninth century gave birth to a new revival of secular biography, which has come to be
recognized as one of the brightest bands in the spectrum of Carolingian historical writing. This collection
brings together, for the first time in one volume, the five royal/imperial biographies written during the
Carolingian period.

Thomas F. X. Noble’s new English translations of these five important texts—Einhard’s Life of Emperor
Charles, Notker’s Deeds of Charles the Great, Ermoldus Nigellus’s Poem in Honor of Louis, Thegan’s
Deeds of Emperor Louis, and the Life of Louis by “the Astronomer”—are each accompanied by a short
introduction and a note on “Essential Reading.” Offering details on matters of style, sources used by the
author, and the influence, if any, exerted by the text, Noble provides a context for each translation without
compromising the author’s intended voice. By “reuniting” these five essential medieval texts in an English
translation, this volume makes these voices accessible to scholars and non-experts alike throughout the
Anglophone world.
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Editorial Review

Review

“The new translations of these five lives and their very useful introductions and notes make this work a
prodigious achievement and an extremely valuable and most welcome contribution to Carolingian studies.”

—Steven Fanning, The Historian

“Noble’s book has a very specific thematic focus that makes it especially appealing for use in lower-division
classes. . . . Noble has presented us with lucid translations of five important works of secular biography from
the Carolingian period, each adorned with learned . . . introductions and up-to-date bibliographies.”

—Scott Bruce, The Medieval Review

About the Author

Thomas F. X. Noble is Professor and Chair, Department of History, at the University of Notre Dame.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Martina Barton:

This Charlemagne and Louis the Pious: Lives by Einhard, Notker, Ermoldus, Thegan, and the Astronomer
book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading
this book is actually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper
you actually read a lot of information you will get. This Charlemagne and Louis the Pious: Lives by Einhard,
Notker, Ermoldus, Thegan, and the Astronomer without we realize teach the one who studying it become
critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Charlemagne and Louis the Pious: Lives by
Einhard, Notker, Ermoldus, Thegan, and the Astronomer can bring if you are and not make your case space
or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This
Charlemagne and Louis the Pious: Lives by Einhard, Notker, Ermoldus, Thegan, and the Astronomer having
good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Kenneth Leishman:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a



new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to reading
a publication. The book Charlemagne and Louis the Pious: Lives by Einhard, Notker, Ermoldus, Thegan, and
the Astronomer it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people
were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but
this book offers high quality.

Pablo McNamara:

This Charlemagne and Louis the Pious: Lives by Einhard, Notker, Ermoldus, Thegan, and the Astronomer is
great book for you because the content that is full of information for you who also always deal with world
and have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can
point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Charlemagne and Louis the Pious: Lives by Einhard, Notker, Ermoldus,
Thegan, and the Astronomer in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this
reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Alan Archuleta:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Charlemagne and Louis the Pious:
Lives by Einhard, Notker, Ermoldus, Thegan, and the Astronomer can be the respond to, oh how comes? A
book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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