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Highly regarded and best-selling literary writer and teacher, Joseph Pearce
presents a stimulating and vivid biography of the world s most revered writer that
is sure to be controversial. Unabashedly provocative, with scholarship, insight
and keen observation, Pearce strives to separate historical fact from fiction about
the beloved Bard.

Shakespeare is not only one of the greatest figures in human history, he is also
one of the most controversial and one of the most elusive. He is famous and yet
almost unknown. Who was he? What were his beliefs? Can we really understand
his plays and his poetry if we don t know the man who wrote them?

These are some of the questions that are asked and answered in this gripping and
engaging study of the world s greatest ever poet. The Quest for Shakespeare
claims that books about the Bard have got him totally wrong. They misread the
man and misread the work. The true Shakespeare has eluded the grasp of the
critics. Dealing with the facts of Shakespeare s life and times, Pearce's quest
leads to the inescapable conclusion that Shakespeare was a believing Catholic
living in very anti-Catholic times.

Many of his friends and family were persecuted, and even executed, for their
Catholic faith. And yet he seems to have avoided any notable persecution
himself. How did he do this? How did he respond to the persecution of his
friends and family? What did he say about the dreadful and intolerant times in
which he found himself? The Quest for Shakespeare answers these questions in
ways that will enlighten and astonish those who love Shakespeare s work, and
that will shock and outrage many of his critics. This book is full of surprises for
beginner and expert alike.
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Highly regarded and best-selling literary writer and teacher, Joseph Pearce presents a stimulating and vivid
biography of the world s most revered writer that is sure to be controversial. Unabashedly provocative, with
scholarship, insight and keen observation, Pearce strives to separate historical fact from fiction about the
beloved Bard.

Shakespeare is not only one of the greatest figures in human history, he is also one of the most controversial
and one of the most elusive. He is famous and yet almost unknown. Who was he? What were his beliefs?
Can we really understand his plays and his poetry if we don t know the man who wrote them?

These are some of the questions that are asked and answered in this gripping and engaging study of the world
s greatest ever poet. The Quest for Shakespeare claims that books about the Bard have got him totally wrong.
They misread the man and misread the work. The true Shakespeare has eluded the grasp of the critics.
Dealing with the facts of Shakespeare s life and times, Pearce's quest leads to the inescapable conclusion that
Shakespeare was a believing Catholic living in very anti-Catholic times.

Many of his friends and family were persecuted, and even executed, for their Catholic faith. And yet he
seems to have avoided any notable persecution himself. How did he do this? How did he respond to the
persecution of his friends and family? What did he say about the dreadful and intolerant times in which he
found himself? The Quest for Shakespeare answers these questions in ways that will enlighten and astonish
those who love Shakespeare s work, and that will shock and outrage many of his critics. This book is full of
surprises for beginner and expert alike.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Clare Asquith’s Shadowplay (2005) argued from cryptic literary evidence that Shakespeare was a Catholic,
necessarily clandestine during his era, when to be so entailed huge fines, arrest, and even execution.
Eschewing Asquith’s method (merely pointing out a pun in the occasional sonnet), Pearce also concludes
that Shakespeare was a Catholic and, indeed, that one must be prejudiced to insist otherwise. The evidence
he cites shows that John Shakespeare’s will was based on a Catholic model; that John and son William each
left bequests and executorship to Catholics; that Shakespeare’s daughters were named out of the Apocrypha
(biblical writings by Catholic, but not Protestant, lights); that Shakespeare bought property that benefited
Catholics, including a longtime venue for clandestine masses; that he was married by a Catholic priest miles
away from his home parish; and so on and so on. Pearce also argues that Shakespeare’s talent may have led
the authorities to wink at his Catholicism, as they did with the gifted composer William Byrd. It helps Pearce
that, as usual, he’s a delight to read. --Ray Olson

Review
"Joseph Pearce writes piercingly brilliant books. This is one of them. He usually writes dramatic biographies.
This is not one of them. It is not a biography and it is the least dramatic book he has written. But it is also the
most important one. To see its importance, try the following thought-experiment. Imagine a book that
convincingly proved that Homer was a Jew, or that Milton was a lapsed Catholic, or that Dante was a proto-
Protestant. The idea would have far-ranging consequences. It would cast a new light on everything we knew
about Homer, or Milton, or Dante. In his next book Pearce will trace the consequences of Shakespeare's
Catholicism in his plays. In this book, he proves it historically. I mean proves it. (Pearce would make a
formidable lawyer.) The evidence is simply overwhelming." ---Peter Kreeft, Ph.D., Boston College,
Author, Summa of the Summa

"I've long suspected that there was a deep Catholic sensibility in the plays of Shakespeare an emphasis on
man's powerlessness without grace, yet also an openness to the sacramentality of nature, and to the energetic
work of dutiful yet often mistrusted or despised servants. Pearce shows that Shakespeare himself was such a
dutiful servant, ever dutiful to the Queen, but to God first. He does not leap to conclusions, but builds a case
that is meticulous, reasonable, and convincing." ---Anthony Esolen, Ph.D., Providence College Professor of
Renaissance English

"Joseph Pearce has brought together here a mass of material on the vexed question as to Shakespeare's
religious affiliation a question which scholars have traditionally tried sedulously to ignore. But it is a
question of more than merely neutral historic curiosity. Readers, I feel sure, will be quickly drawn in to the
matter. Once again, we owe Mr. Pearce a great debt." ---Thomas Howard, Ph.D. Author, Dove Descending:
T. S. Eliot s Four Quartets

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Oropeza:

The book The Quest for Shakespeare make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting stress or having big

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book The Quest for Shakespeare to become your
habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge
about some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve The
Quest for Shakespeare. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Mary Tiller:

Here thing why that The Quest for Shakespeare are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading
through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delightful
as food or not. The Quest for Shakespeare giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find
any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Quest for Shakespeare. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps
can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way
home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The
Quest for Shakespeare in e-book can be your alternative.

Vincenza Nagel:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just
watching TV, as well as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is
look different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you
read you can spent the entire day to reading a guide. The book The Quest for Shakespeare it is extremely
good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading
this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can
m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses
high quality.

Janice Arias:

The reason why? Because this The Quest for Shakespeare is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading
this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give
you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.
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