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The 500 year old community of Portuguese descendants in Malabar, now called
Keraa, is composed of an interesting group of people. This book is an attempt to
go deep into the history of European interaction with Malabar, concentrating on
the Portuguese period from the end of the fifteenth century to present times,
exploring their commercial and religious interventions in Malabar and the
resultant political polarization and social changes. The Portuguese found it
necessary to create a social group faithful to them for the protection of their trade
centres and in the bargain there occurred an inevitable creation of an ethnic socia
group of Portuguese descendants. The blockade of Constantinople by Ottoman
Turksin 1453, practically prevented Europeans from trading with Asian
countries. So, it became a necessity for Europeans to find a new sea-route to
India. Several European powerstried for this, especially Spain and Portugal.
Finally, Vasco da Gama, the Portuguese navigator reached Calicut in 1498.
Vasco da Gama was followed by Pedro Alvares Cabral in 1500 and the creation
of the so called Estado da India Portugesa (Portuguese State of India) by the
posting of Francisco de Almeida as the first Viceroy in 1505. The policy of
Politica dos Casamentos (politics through marriages) introduced by Afonso de
Albuguerque, the second Viceroy, by marrying Portuguese soldiers with Indian
women and the resultant mixed race or mestices which eventually formed the

L uso-Indian community in Malabar. The casados (married Portuguese men) and
their role in Portuguese trade in Malabar forms an important part of this volume.
The Dutch invasion of Cochinin 1663 and the mixing of Luso-Indians with the
Dutch, English and other Europeans who came to Maabar in later years and the
present structure of the Anglo-Indian community, their settlements, institutions,
cultura influences, attachment with Catholic Church is discussed in detail in this
volume, making it a valuable document for scholars as well asthe lay readers.
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The 500 year old community of Portuguese descendants in Malabar, now called Kerala, is composed of an
interesting group of people. This book is an attempt to go deep into the history of European interaction with
Malabar, concentrating on the Portuguese period from the end of the fifteenth century to present times,
exploring their commercial and religious interventions in Malabar and the resultant political polarization and
social changes. The Portuguese found it necessary to create a social group faithful to them for the protection
of their trade centres and in the bargain there occurred an inevitabl e creation of an ethnic social group of
Portuguese descendants. The blockade of Constantinople by Ottoman Turks in 1453, practically prevented
Europeans from trading with Asian countries. So, it became a necessity for Europeansto find a new sea-
route to India. Several European powerstried for this, especially Spain and Portugal. Finally, Vasco da
Gama, the Portuguese navigator reached Calicut in 1498. Vasco da Gama was followed by Pedro Alvares
Cabral in 1500 and the creation of the so called Estado da India Portugesa (Portuguese State of India) by the
posting of Francisco de Almeida as the first Viceroy in 1505. The policy of Politica dos Casamentos (politics
through marriages) introduced by Afonso de Albuquerque, the second Viceroy, by marrying Portuguese
soldiers with Indian women and the resultant mixed race or mestices which eventually formed the Luso-
Indian community in Malabar. The casados (married Portuguese men) and their role in Portuguese trade in
Malabar forms an important part of this volume. The Dutch invasion of Cochin in 1663 and the mixing of

L uso-Indians with the Dutch, English and other Europeans who came to Malabar in later years and the
present structure of the Anglo-Indian community, their settlements, institutions, cultural influences,
attachment with Catholic Church is discussed in detail in this volume, making it a valuable document for
scholars as well asthe lay readers.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

Charles Dias hasaPhD in history from the University of Calicut, and together with the late Stephen Padua,
he established the Indo-Portuguese Cultural Institute in Kochi. In 2009, he was nominated to the Parliament
of Indiato represent the Anglo-Indian community.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Charles Tapia:

The feeling that you get from The Portuguese in Malabar: A Social History of Luso Indians is the more deep
you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Portuguese in Malabar: A Social History of Luso Indians
giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveystheir point in selected way that can be understood by
simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book
also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this The
Portuguese in Malabar: A Social History of Luso Indiansinstantly.

Jennifer Walker:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity hereislook different you can read
the book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a publication. The book The Portuguese in Malabar: A Socia History of Luso Indiansit is quite
good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this
book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can
mOore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses high
quality.

Rhonda Hoffman:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever fedling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be The Portuguese in Malabar: A Socia History of Luso Indians
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an
individual. Theinside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading sixth sense will



directly assist you to pick up this book.

Lorraine Michad:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Portuguese in
Malabar: A Social History of Luso Indians which is finding the e-book version. So, why not try out this
book? Let's see.
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