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In The Christian Idea of Man Josef Pieper brings off an extraordinary feat. He
acknowledges that whoever introduces the theme of “virtue” and “the virtues”
can expect to be met with a smile – of various shades of condescension. He then
proceeds to single out “prudence” as the fundamental virtue on which the other
cardinal virtues are based. In defining it, he does away with the shallow
connotations which have debased it in modern times. Similarly, he manages to
divest it of all traces of “moralism,” which, to a large extent has become
identified with the Christian idea of virtue and has made it fall into general
disrepute.
      For Pieper, prudence is fundamentally based on a clear perception of reality –
of things as they are – and the prudent person is the one who acts in accordance
with this perception. It has nothing to do with knowing how to avoid decisions
which might be to one’s disadvantage. Similarly, justice, which is based on
prudence, involves acting toward other persons according to one’s perception of
the truth of the circumstances – again, a perception of things “as they are.” This
is not a reference to any “status quo,” but to the reality as constituted by the
Creator.
      In referring to courage [fortitude], Pieper discusses the overcoming of fear.
This does not imply having no fear but, precisely, overcoming it. With regard to
the fundamental fear of death, Pieper rejects the approaches which contend that
there is nothing to fear in death. On the contrary, there is everything to fear in
death: it concerns the question of possible absolute annihilation!  Here Pieper
introduces the consideration of the “theological” virtues of faith, hope, and love
[charity]. When confronted with the question of possible annihilation, the
Christian’s faith is paramount. Belief in God lets him confront danger and
overcome even the most radical fear – through hope in God.
      His love of God does not wipe out fear but gives him courage.
      Moderation is seen as the last in the hierarchy of the cardinal virtues.
Through its manifestation, in recent Christian thinking, with chastity and
abstinence, it became in the Christian mind the most prominent characteristic of
the Christian idea of man and one that dominated everything else. It has been
reduced to the status of the most private of the virtues and is combined with a
moralistic conception of the good. Pieper’s analysis of moderation shows how
this virtue needs to be rethought, although, even then, it will remain the last in the
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hierarchy of virtues.
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In The Christian Idea of Man Josef Pieper brings off an extraordinary feat. He acknowledges that whoever
introduces the theme of “virtue” and “the virtues” can expect to be met with a smile – of various shades of
condescension. He then proceeds to single out “prudence” as the fundamental virtue on which the other
cardinal virtues are based. In defining it, he does away with the shallow connotations which have debased it
in modern times. Similarly, he manages to divest it of all traces of “moralism,” which, to a large extent has
become identified with the Christian idea of virtue and has made it fall into general disrepute.
      For Pieper, prudence is fundamentally based on a clear perception of reality – of things as they are – and
the prudent person is the one who acts in accordance with this perception. It has nothing to do with knowing
how to avoid decisions which might be to one’s disadvantage. Similarly, justice, which is based on prudence,
involves acting toward other persons according to one’s perception of the truth of the circumstances – again,
a perception of things “as they are.” This is not a reference to any “status quo,” but to the reality as
constituted by the Creator.
      In referring to courage [fortitude], Pieper discusses the overcoming of fear. This does not imply having
no fear but, precisely, overcoming it. With regard to the fundamental fear of death, Pieper rejects the
approaches which contend that there is nothing to fear in death. On the contrary, there is everything to fear in
death: it concerns the question of possible absolute annihilation!  Here Pieper introduces the consideration of
the “theological” virtues of faith, hope, and love [charity]. When confronted with the question of possible
annihilation, the Christian’s faith is paramount. Belief in God lets him confront danger and overcome even
the most radical fear – through hope in God.
      His love of God does not wipe out fear but gives him courage.
      Moderation is seen as the last in the hierarchy of the cardinal virtues. Through its manifestation, in recent
Christian thinking, with chastity and abstinence, it became in the Christian mind the most prominent
characteristic of the Christian idea of man and one that dominated everything else. It has been reduced to the
status of the most private of the virtues and is combined with a moralistic conception of the good. Pieper’s
analysis of moderation shows how this virtue needs to be rethought, although, even then, it will remain the
last in the hierarchy of virtues.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

The late Josef Pieper was author of numerous works in philosophy and theology. St. Augustine's Press has
published a number of these: The Concept of Sin, The Silence of St. Thomas, The Silence of Goethe,
Tradition, Death and Immortality, Enthusiasm and Divine Madness, Happiness and Contemplation, In Tune
with the World, and Scholasticism, as well as the forthcoming Platonic Myths.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carol Frazier:

This The Christian Idea of Man are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
key reason why of this The Christian Idea of Man can be among the great books you must have will be
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that might be will
shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Christian Idea of Man forcing
you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking
that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Herman Hernandez:

The Christian Idea of Man can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get
every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Christian Idea of Man yet doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among
it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Moses Bean:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your short
period of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time to be learn. The
Christian Idea of Man can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those
short time problems.



Evan Miller:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this The Christian Idea of Man can make you feel more interested to read.
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