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In this second edition of STATE AND LOCAL POLITICS: INSTITUTIONS &
REFORM: THE ESSENTIALS--a concise version of their acclaimed new text--
Donovan, Smith, and Mooney go beyond the purely descriptive treatment usually
found in state and local texts and offer an engaging comparative approach,
showing students how politics and government differ between states and
communities and describing the causes and effects of those variations. In
addition, the text focuses on what social scientists know about the effects of rules
and institutions on politics and policy. This comparative institutional framework
enables students to think more analytically about the impact of institutions on
policy outcomes, asks them to evaluate the effectiveness of one institutional
approach over another, and encourages them to consider more sophisticated
solutions. Written by three young, high-profile specialists who have contributed
significantly to the field in the last decade, the text incorporates the most recent
scholarship available, giving students access to perspectives that no other
textbook on the market currently provides. An abbreviated, cost-effective text,
STATE AND LOCAL POLITICS: INSTITUTIONS & REFORM: THE
ESSENTIALS covers the core concepts students need to gain a solid
understanding of state and local government, all within ten chapters.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The narrative is lively and engaging offering concrete examples from real life experience. The major themes
of the book are laid out in Chapter 1, with a heavy focus on institutions and politics. I think the chapter is
extremely well organized, logical, and the writing style both interesting and clear. . . . " - Tom Hogen-Esch,
California State University, Northridge

"The writing style is engaging and often witty, making the material accessible to perhaps even the most
apathetic undergraduate." - Haider-Markel, University of Kansas

"Strengths [include] good use of current scholarship in the field; good coverage of not only relevant political
institutions but also of policy issues; [and the] maps and tables throughout are essential and are well done." -
Robert Breckinridge, Mount Aloysius College

About the Author
Todd Donovan (Ph.D., University of California, Riverside) is a professor of Political Science at Western
Washington University. He teaches state and local politics; American politics, parties, campaigns, and
elections; comparative electoral systems; and introductory research methods and statistics. His research
interests include direct democracy, election systems and representation, political behavior, subnational
politics, and the political economy of local development. He has been published extensively in academic
journals; written a number of books on direct democracy, elections, institutions, and reform; and has
received numerous grants and awards for his work. He is coauthor (with Ken Hoover) of THE ELEMENTS
OF SOCIAL SCIENTIFIC THINKING, also published by Cengage Learning.

Daniel A. Smith (PhD, University of Wisconsin, Madison) is a professor of Political Science at the
University of Florida and the former director of UF's Political Campaigning Program. In addition to teaching
state and local politics, he offers courses on political parties and interest groups, direct democracy, and the
politics of reform. He has published widely on voting rights and election law, campaign finance, direct
democracy, political parties, and interests groups. He serves on the board of directors of the Ballot Initiative
Strategy Center Foundation (BISCF), headquartered in Washington, D.C., and is the author of several books
and over 50 articles and book chapters on American politics.

Christopher Z. Mooney (Ph.D., University of Wisconsin, Madison) is the Honorable W. Russell Arrington
Professor of State Politics at the University of Illinois, Springfield. From 1999 to 2007, he served as the
founding editor of STATE POLITICS AND POLICY QUARTERLY, the official journal of the State
Politics and Policy section of the American Political Science Association. Mooney has authored dozens of
books and articles related to legislative politics, morality politics, and policy diffusion. In addition, he often
serves as a media commentator on state politics topics, including serving as a regular panelist on State Week
in Review, a National Public Radio program broadcast statewide in Illinois. In 2010, in recognition of his
scholarship and founding of SPPQ, the APSA endowed the annual Christopher Z. Mooney Award for the
best PhD dissertation in the field of state politics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Karla Whisenant:

Within other case, little persons like to read book State & Local Politics: Institutions & Reform: The
Essentials. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important some sort of book State & Local Politics: Institutions & Reform: The Essentials. You can add
know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by
internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Darren Meekins:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This State & Local Politics: Institutions
& Reform: The Essentials is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Larry Chaffin:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The State
& Local Politics: Institutions & Reform: The Essentials provide you with a new experience in looking at a
book.

Ricky Bodkin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you
know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. Numerous books
that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra State & Local Politics: Institutions &
Reform: The Essentials.
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