
Smoke and Mirrors: Short Fictions and
Illusions

By Neil Gaiman

Smoke and Mirrors: Short Fictions and Illusions By Neil Gaiman

In the deft hands of Neil Gaiman, magic is no mere illusion . . . and anything is
possible. In Smoke and Mirrors, Gaiman's imagination and supreme artistry
transform a mundane world into a place of terrible wonders—where an old
woman can purchase the Holy Grail at a thrift store, where assassins advertise
their services in the Yellow Pages under "Pest Control," and where a frightened
young boy must barter for his life with a mean-spirited troll living beneath a
bridge by the railroad tracks. Explore a new reality, obscured by smoke and
darkness yet brilliantly tangible, in this extraordinary collection of short works by
a master prestidigitator. It will dazzle your senses, touch your heart, and haunt
your dreams.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
This anthology of short stories, and the occasional story poem, is vintage Neil Gaiman: quirky, sometimes
very funny, often dark and disturbing. Most have been published before, but are hard to find elsewhere and
cover all of Gaiman's writing life. As Gaiman says in his introduction, "most of the stories in this book are
about love in some form or another," but not requited love. The stories in Smoke and Mirrors touch on all of
Gaiman's themes: sex, death, dreams, and the end of the world. From "Chivalry," about the Holy Grail and
where it finally ended up, to "Troll Bridge," a very adult version of "The Three Billy Goats Gruff"; from
"Bay Wolf," a story poem that melds Beowulf and Baywatch, with interesting results, to "Murder Mysteries,"
which is about a murder, but also about angels, God's will, and Evil, these stories leave lasting impressions.
Fans of Ray Bradbury's short stories and of Gaiman's other works will enjoy this collection. --Nona Vero

From Publishers Weekly
Imaginative twists on old legends and frightening glimpses into the impossible combine to form this
impressive collection of 30 stories and poems by the author of Neverwhere and co-creator of The Sandman
graphic novels. Each entry skirts the edges of a puncture in reality through which something dark and
mysterious peeks. Then it moves on and the apparition is hidden away again, but not forgotten. The
narratives follow a dream logic: The angel Raguel, the Vengeance of the Lord, can bum a cigarette off a
youth in L.A. and tell him the truth behind Lucifer's fall ("Murder Mysteries"), and nonchalant assassins can
be found in the Yellow Pages under pest control ("We Can Get Them for You Wholesale"). The bizarre and
disturbing essence of the stories is highlighted by their background of absolute normalcy. Their prose is
simple yet evocative, and Gaiman's characters are textured with well-defined personalities. Because the
characters treat the unreal as ordinary, the eeriness of what unfolds has all the more impact. In "Chivalry," a
woman finds the Holy Grail in a secondhand shop, and Galahad must trade something for it that will look
just as good on her mantle. Demons take over London in "Cold Colors," because the devil has learned how to
network and God can't get "saintware" up and running. The intriguing world behind these pages is indeed
smoke and mirrors, just a step or a word or a story away from our own.
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
In 30 prose and verse narratives, dark fantasist Gaiman proves that he knows how to stick to a story's point
until it is thrust home. Poe would love him. He lacks Poe's grandiloquence, though, and also H. P.
Lovecraft's, which he derides in "Shuggoth's Old Peculiar," one of three Lovecraftian items; the other two,
by the way, feature Lawrence Talbot, the wolf man of 1940s horror movies, as a fang for hire, and "Bay
Wolf," the verse one of them, mixes up Beowulf and Bay Watchwhat a howl! Other top-flight entries are the
Raymond Carver^-style "Mouse," which is barely touched by fantasy; "Tastings," a highly erotic psychic
vampire sketch; and "Snow, Glass, Apples," a ghastly retelling of "Snow White." Best of show is "Murder
Mysteries," in which a young man meets an angel who tells him something John Milton didn't know: what
provoked Lucifer to rebel against God. A box of bonbons for dark fantasy fans, and a strong successor to
Neverwhere. Ray Olson

Users Review

From reader reviews:

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Stevie Mozingo:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Smoke and Mirrors: Short Fictions and
Illusions book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the details in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Alexander Macdougall:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider if those
information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen with you if you take Smoke and Mirrors: Short Fictions and Illusions as your daily resource
information.

Lila Dixon:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the information or
their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you reading a book especially
hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third,
you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Smoke and Mirrors: Short Fictions and
Illusions, you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire
others, make them reading a e-book.

Donald Shelby:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in
the top list in your reading list is definitely Smoke and Mirrors: Short Fictions and Illusions. This book
which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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