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"The world of Shirley Jackson is eerie and unforgettable," writes A. M. Homes.
"It is a place where things are not what they seem; even on a morning that is
sunny and clear there is always the threat of darkness looming, of things taking a
turn for the worse." Jackson's characters-mostly unloved daughters in search of a
home, a career, a family of their own-chase what appears to be a harmless dream
until, without warning, it turns on its heel to seize them by the throat. We are
moved by these characters' dreams, for they are the dreams of love and
acceptance shared by us all. We are shocked when their dreams become
nightmares, and terrified by Jackson's suggestion that there are unseen powers-
"demons" both subconscious and supernatural-malevolently conspiring against
human happiness.

In this volume Joyce Carol Oates, our leading practitioner of the contemporary
Gothic, presents the essential works of Shirley Jackson, the novels and stories
that, from the early 1940s through the mid-1960s, wittily remade the genre of
psychological horror for an alienated, postwar America. She opens with The
Lottery (1949), Jackson's only collection of short fiction, whose disquieting title
story-one of the most widely anthologized tales of the 20th century-has entered
American folklore. Also among these early works are "The Daemon Lover," a
story Oates praises as "deeper, more mysterious, and more disturbing than 'The
Lottery,' " and "Charles," the hilarious sketch that launched Jackson's secondary
career as a domestic humorist. Here too are Jackson's masterly short novels: The
Haunting of Hill House (1959), the tale of an achingly empathetic young woman
chosen by a haunted house to be its new tenant, and We Have Always Lived in the
Castle (1962), the unrepentant confessions of Miss Merricat Blackwood, a
cunning adolescent who has gone to quite unusual lengths to preserve her ideal of
family happiness. Rounding out the volume are 21 other stories and sketches that
showcase Jackson in all her many modes, and the essay "Biography of a Story,"
Jackson's acidly funny account of the public reception of "The Lottery," which
provoked more mail from readers of The New Yorker than any contribution
before or since.
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are not what they seem; even on a morning that is sunny and clear there is always the threat of darkness
looming, of things taking a turn for the worse." Jackson's characters-mostly unloved daughters in search of a
home, a career, a family of their own-chase what appears to be a harmless dream until, without warning, it
turns on its heel to seize them by the throat. We are moved by these characters' dreams, for they are the
dreams of love and acceptance shared by us all. We are shocked when their dreams become nightmares, and
terrified by Jackson's suggestion that there are unseen powers-"demons" both subconscious and supernatural-
malevolently conspiring against human happiness.

In this volume Joyce Carol Oates, our leading practitioner of the contemporary Gothic, presents the essential
works of Shirley Jackson, the novels and stories that, from the early 1940s through the mid-1960s, wittily
remade the genre of psychological horror for an alienated, postwar America. She opens with The Lottery
(1949), Jackson's only collection of short fiction, whose disquieting title story-one of the most widely
anthologized tales of the 20th century-has entered American folklore. Also among these early works are
"The Daemon Lover," a story Oates praises as "deeper, more mysterious, and more disturbing than 'The
Lottery,' " and "Charles," the hilarious sketch that launched Jackson's secondary career as a domestic
humorist. Here too are Jackson's masterly short novels: The Haunting of Hill House (1959), the tale of an
achingly empathetic young woman chosen by a haunted house to be its new tenant, and We Have Always
Lived in the Castle (1962), the unrepentant confessions of Miss Merricat Blackwood, a cunning adolescent
who has gone to quite unusual lengths to preserve her ideal of family happiness. Rounding out the volume
are 21 other stories and sketches that showcase Jackson in all her many modes, and the essay "Biography of
a Story," Jackson's acidly funny account of the public reception of "The Lottery," which provoked more mail
from readers of The New Yorker than any contribution before or since.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Shirley Jackson is unparalleled as a leader in the field of beautifully written, quiet, cumulative shudders." --
Dorothy Parker

About the Author
Shirley Jackson (1919–1965), a celebrated writer of horror, wrote many stories as well as six novels and two
works of nonfiction.
In addition to many prize-winning and bestselling novels, including We Were the Mulvaneys, Black
Water, and Because It Is Bitter and Because It Is My Heart (available in Plume editions), Joyce Carol
Oates is the author of a number of works of gothic fiction including Haunted: Tales of the Grotesque
(Plume), a 1995 World Fantasy Award nominee; and Zombie (Plume), winner of the 1996 Bram Stoker
Award for Best Horror Novel, awarded by the Horror Writers' Association. In 1994, Oates received the Bram
Stoker Lifetime Achievement Award in Horror Fiction. She is the editor of American Gothic Tales and her
latest novel is Broke Heart Blues (Dutton). She lives in Princeton, New Jersey.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mae Saari:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around
the world. Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Shirley Jackson: Novels and Stories
(The Lottery / The Haunting of Hill House / We Have Always Lived in the Castle) will make you to end up
being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that
will open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Blanche Watson:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience
happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Shirley Jackson: Novels
and Stories (The Lottery / The Haunting of Hill House / We Have Always Lived in the Castle) is kind of
book which is giving the reader unstable experience.



Leon Fisher:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read some
sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a book. The book Shirley Jackson: Novels and Stories (The Lottery / The Haunting of
Hill House / We Have Always Lived in the Castle) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your
smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Ian Hall:

Shirley Jackson: Novels and Stories (The Lottery / The Haunting of Hill House / We Have Always Lived in
the Castle) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away
because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place
every word into joy arrangement in writing Shirley Jackson: Novels and Stories (The Lottery / The Haunting
of Hill House / We Have Always Lived in the Castle) however doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it.
This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.
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