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In the 1960s, a group of Los Angeles artists fashioned a body of work that has
come to be known as the “LA Look” or West Coast Minimalism. Its distinct
aesthetic is characterized by clean lines, simple shapes, and pristine reflective or
translucent surfaces, and often by the use of bright, seductive colors. While the
role of materials and processes in the advent of these truly indigenous Los
Angeles art forms has often been commented on, it has never been studied in
depth — until now.
 
Made in Los Angeles focuses on four pioneers of West Coast Minimalism —
Larry Bell, Robert Irwin, Craig Kauffman, and John McCracken — whose
working methods, often borrowed from other industries, featured the use of
synthetic paints and resins as well as industrial processes to create objects that
are both painting and sculpture. Bell, for example, coated plate glass with films
of material that alter the way the light is absorbed, reflected, and transmitted,
while Kauffman employed a process usually reserved for commercial signs for
his work. McCracken coated plywood with fiberglass then spray painted it with
countless layers of automotive paints, and Irwin spray-painted discs of hammered
aluminum or vacuum-formed plastics. The detailed study of each artist’s work is
presented in the context of the emergence of modern art in Los Angeles, the
burgeoning mid-twentieth-century gallery scene, and the light-infused LA
cityscape.
 
Initially undertaken as part of the Pacific Standard Time: Art in L.A.1945–1980
initiative, this volume combines technical art history and scientific analysis to
investigate conservation issues associated with the work of these artists, which
are often emblematic of issues in the conservation of contemporary art in general.
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In the 1960s, a group of Los Angeles artists fashioned a body of work that has come to be known as the “LA
Look” or West Coast Minimalism. Its distinct aesthetic is characterized by clean lines, simple shapes, and
pristine reflective or translucent surfaces, and often by the use of bright, seductive colors. While the role of
materials and processes in the advent of these truly indigenous Los Angeles art forms has often been
commented on, it has never been studied in depth — until now.
 
Made in Los Angeles focuses on four pioneers of West Coast Minimalism — Larry Bell, Robert Irwin, Craig
Kauffman, and John McCracken — whose working methods, often borrowed from other industries, featured
the use of synthetic paints and resins as well as industrial processes to create objects that are both painting
and sculpture. Bell, for example, coated plate glass with films of material that alter the way the light is
absorbed, reflected, and transmitted, while Kauffman employed a process usually reserved for commercial
signs for his work. McCracken coated plywood with fiberglass then spray painted it with countless layers of
automotive paints, and Irwin spray-painted discs of hammered aluminum or vacuum-formed plastics. The
detailed study of each artist’s work is presented in the context of the emergence of modern art in Los
Angeles, the burgeoning mid-twentieth-century gallery scene, and the light-infused LA cityscape.
 
Initially undertaken as part of the Pacific Standard Time: Art in L.A.1945–1980 initiative, this volume
combines technical art history and scientific analysis to investigate conservation issues associated with the
work of these artists, which are often emblematic of issues in the conservation of contemporary art in
general.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Rachel Rivenc is an associate scientist at the Getty Conservation Institute.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alex Lynch:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent all day long to reading a publication. The book Made in Los Angeles: Materials, Processes, and the
Birth of West Coast Minimalism it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this
book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this
book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not
too expensive but this book has high quality.

Mary Gines:

This Made in Los Angeles: Materials, Processes, and the Birth of West Coast Minimalism is great book for
you because the content which is full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess to
make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we
can state no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information
in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having Made in Los Angeles: Materials, Processes, and the Birth of West Coast
Minimalism in your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say
that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So ,
this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?

Albert Fragoso:

You will get this Made in Los Angeles: Materials, Processes, and the Birth of West Coast Minimalism by go
to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed and also can
you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to
choose correct ways for you.



Doris Whobrey:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By the book Made in Los Angeles: Materials, Processes, and the Birth of West Coast Minimalism we
can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person must choose to
read a book. Just choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life
by this book Made in Los Angeles: Materials, Processes, and the Birth of West Coast Minimalism. You can
more inviting than now.
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