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Metabolism, the Japanese architectural avant-garde movement of the 1960s,
profoundly influenced contemporary architecture and urbanism. This book
focuses on the Metabolists’ utopian concept of the city and investigates the
design and political implications of their visionary planning in the postwar
society. At the root of the group’s urban utopias was a particular biotechical
notion of the city as an organic process. It stood in opposition to the Modernist
view of city design and led to such radical design concepts as marine civilization
and artificial terrains, which embodied the metabolists’ ideals of social change.

Tracing the evolution of Metabolism from its inception at the 1960 World Design
Conference to its spectacular swansong at the Osaka World Exposition in 1970,
this book situates Metabolism in the context of Japan’s mass urban
reconstruction, economic miracle, and socio-political reorientation. This new
study will interest architectural and urban historians, architects and all those
interested in avant-garde design and Japanese architecture.
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Metabolism, the Japanese architectural avant-garde movement of the 1960s, profoundly influenced
contemporary architecture and urbanism. This book focuses on the Metabolists’ utopian concept of the city
and investigates the design and political implications of their visionary planning in the postwar society. At
the root of the group’s urban utopias was a particular biotechical notion of the city as an organic process. It
stood in opposition to the Modernist view of city design and led to such radical design concepts as marine
civilization and artificial terrains, which embodied the metabolists’ ideals of social change.

Tracing the evolution of Metabolism from its inception at the 1960 World Design Conference to its
spectacular swansong at the Osaka World Exposition in 1970, this book situates Metabolism in the context of
Japan’s mass urban reconstruction, economic miracle, and socio-political reorientation. This new study will
interest architectural and urban historians, architects and all those interested in avant-garde design and
Japanese architecture.
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Editorial Review

Review

“A significant contribution to our understanding of the theory and practice of the movement” –
Planning Perspectives

"The book with an introduction by Arata Isozaki is [a] valuable one"
– Built Environment (Newsletter for Centre for Built Environment, Kolkata, India)

"Together with the recent fascinating documentary and oral-history study by Rem Koolhaas, Kenzo
Tange and the Metabolist Movement: Urban Utopias of Modern Japan (2010) by Zhongjie Lin has filled
a significant gap on the subject of the postwar metropolis, providing a fresh analysis of mid-twentieth-
century Japanese urban design and architecture? and updating the chapters contained on the subject
in my own The Making of a Modern Japanese Architecture: 1868 to the Present."

- David B. Stewart, Tokyo Institute of Technology

About the Author

Zhongjie Lin is an Assistant Professor of Architecture and Urban Design at the University of North Carolina
at Charlotte.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Wendler:

The book Kenzo Tange and the Metabolist Movement: Urban Utopias of Modern Japan can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
the great thing like a book Kenzo Tange and the Metabolist Movement: Urban Utopias of Modern Japan? A
number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It
is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you
can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Kenzo Tange and the Metabolist Movement: Urban
Utopias of Modern Japan has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You
can appearance the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Irving Carlin:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Kenzo
Tange and the Metabolist Movement: Urban Utopias of Modern Japan suitable to you? Often the book was
written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled Kenzo Tange and the Metabolist Movement: Urban
Utopias of Modern Japanis the main one of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired



many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you
ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now.
To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Nicole Floyd:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option
to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should
read. If you want to test look for book, may be the e-book untitled Kenzo Tange and the Metabolist
Movement: Urban Utopias of Modern Japan can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to
you.

Ana Vela:

Kenzo Tange and the Metabolist Movement: Urban Utopias of Modern Japan can be one of your nice books
that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Kenzo Tange and the Metabolist Movement: Urban Utopias of Modern Japan
nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource
info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of
crucial imagining.
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