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This remarkable description of Jamaica in the late 1680s was written by a
contemporary English observer, John Taylor, who spent some months on the
island. The original manuscript is held by the National Library of Jamaica, and
has rarely been used by scholars. It contains information about Jamaica under the
Spaniards, about the English invasion of 1655 and about the formation of the
subsequent society, including the treatment of slaves. There are sections on the
island's settlement and architecture, including a particularly full description of
Port Royal. John Taylor sets out fifty current laws, many of them unknown to
other such collections. He also carefully explains the nature of Jamaica's birds,
beasts and plants. Taylor offers an image of the island before the general spread
of sugar cultivation, citing some creatures now extinct in Jamaica; he also makes
many suggestions about the medical use of natural products. His world is still one
in which certain places are enchanted, though he also describes an island whose
main features will be entirely familiar to modern Jamaicans. Buisseret's
meticulous work on this manuscript has taken over twenty years and he provides
an annotated version of the manuscript, which was originally more than 850
pages and was in three volumes. This edition covers the second half of volume 1
and the whole of volume 2, providing a rich tapestry of Taylor's observations and
notes on Jamaica. Most of the remaining manuscript contains autobiographical
material and nautical logs. Buisseret's edition provides an annotation and a
glossary. The text will be useful to generations of scholars and students alike or
to anyone with an interest in Jamaica and itscolorful history. Co-published with
the the National Library of Jamaica and the Mill Press.
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This remarkable description of Jamaica in the late 1680s was written by a contemporary English observer,
John Taylor, who spent some months on the island. The original manuscript is held by the National Library
of Jamaica, and has rarely been used by scholars. It contains information about Jamaica under the Spaniards,
about the English invasion of 1655 and about the formation of the subsequent society, including the
treatment of slaves. There are sections on the island's settlement and architecture, including a particularly full
description of Port Royal. John Taylor sets out fifty current laws, many of them unknown to other such
collections. He also carefully explains the nature of Jamaica's birds, beasts and plants. Taylor offers an image
of the island before the general spread of sugar cultivation, citing some creatures now extinct in Jamaica; he
also makes many suggestions about the medical use of natural products. His world is still one in which
certain places are enchanted, though he also describes an island whose main features will be entirely familiar
to modern Jamaicans. Buisseret's meticulous work on this manuscript has taken over twenty years and he
provides an annotated version of the manuscript, which was originally more than 850 pages and was in three
volumes. This edition covers the second half of volume 1 and the whole of volume 2, providing a rich
tapestry of Taylor's observations and notes on Jamaica. Most of the remaining manuscript contains
autobiographical material and nautical logs. Buisseret's edition provides an annotation and a glossary. The
text will be useful to generations of scholars and students alike or to anyone with an interest in Jamaica and
itscolorful history. Co-published with the the National Library of Jamaica and the Mill Press.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
David Buisseret is Garrett Professor of History, University of Texas, Arlington. He has taught at a variety of
institutions, including the University of the West Indies, Jamaica, from 1964 to 1980, and served as editor of
the Jamaican Historical Review and is a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leticia Brewster:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Jamaica in
1687: The Taylor Manuscript at the National Library of Jamaica? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree
with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Alejandro Koenig:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Jamaica in 1687: The Taylor Manuscript at the National Library of Jamaica, you are able to tells your family,
friends and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
e-book.

Lee Long:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the
books in the top list in your reading list is actually Jamaica in 1687: The Taylor Manuscript at the National
Library of Jamaica. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming
precious person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.



Sharon Edwards:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. Within this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Jamaica in 1687: The Taylor Manuscript at the National Library of Jamaica when you necessary
it?
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