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I Am No One You Know contains nineteen startling stories that bear witness to the
remarkably varied lives of Americans of our time. In "Fire," atroubled young
wife discovers arare, radiant happiness in an adulterous relationship. In " Curly
Red," agirl makes a decision to reveal afamily secret, and changes her life
irrevocably. In "The Girl with the Blackened Eye," selected for The Best
American Mystery Stories 2001, agirl pushed to an even greater extreme of
courage and desperation manages to survive her abduction by a seria killer. And
in"Three Girls," two adventuresome NY U undergraduates seal their secret love
by following, and protecting, Marilyn Monroe in disguise at Strand Used Books
on a snowy evening in 1956.

These vividly rendered portraits of women, men, and children testify to Oates's
compassion for the mysterious and luminous resources of the human spirit.
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relationship. In "Curly Red," a girl makes adecision to reveal afamily secret, and changes her life
irrevocably. In "The Girl with the Blackened Eye," selected for The Best American Mystery Stories 2001, a
girl pushed to an even greater extreme of courage and desperation manages to survive her abduction by a
seria killer. Andin "Three Girls," two adventuresome NY U undergraduates seal their secret love by
following, and protecting, Marilyn Monroe in disguise at Strand Used Books on a snowy evening in 1956.

These vividly rendered portraits of women, men, and children testify to Oates's compassion for the
mysterious and luminous resources of the human spirit.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Never one to shy away from grim or sensational themes, Oates writes about murder, rape, arson and
terrorism in her latest collection of short fiction. In these 19 stories, she evokes the underbellies of small
towns and the bizarre and obsessive desires of their inhabitants. In "Upholstery,” ateenager finds herself
helplessly attracted to alecherous older man. A 14-year-old in "The Girl with the Blackened Eye" is brutally
abducted but afraid to break her kidnapper's trust by escaping. In Oates's precise psychological renderings,
victims are as complex as villains and amost always more interesting. The lure of the criminal is seductive,
impossible to resist. Two stories, "In Hiding" and "The Instructor,” feature middle-class female intellectuals
inexplicably drawn to convicts. The prototypical victim, Marilyn Monroe-also the subject of Oates's
acclaimed 2001 novel Blonde-appearsin disguise in "Three Girls," when two young coeds encounter her in
the Strand bookstore and agree to help her remain anonymous. The collection closes with a story about
September 11 that in anyone but Oates's hands would fall flat. But "The Mutants," in which a young woman
trapped in her downtown apartment building refuses to be paralyzed by fear, is beautifully, uncannily
affecting. " She was hollow-eyed and gaunt yet wakeful, no longer the dreamy-eyed blond. A mutant being,
primed to survive." Indeed, even the strangest eventsin this sure-footed collection are painfully familiar.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Oatesisvitaly concerned, even obsessed, with the most primal and disturbing encounters between females
and males, and her new searing short stories explore the malevolent aspects of human sexuality with
unflinching authenticity and a cathartic fascination. Set in Oates country--bleak, rural New Y ork State--these
bold and bloody tales enfold elements of the mystery genre as Oates introduces compellingly expressive
young women threatened or assaulted by men, some of whom they should be able to trust. Race is frequently
afactor, asisthe vulnerability of literary women somewhat like herself, a concern Oates dramatizes to
chilling affect in "The Instructor,” in which a novice writing teacher, "a young woman with a quiet,
implacable will," confronts aformer death-row inmate. Then, in another exceptionally accomplished tale,
"Me & Waolfie, 1979," wizardly Oates turns the tables by portraying a crazed and destructive woman.
Ultimately, key truths emerge: family bonds can be shackles, and women possess the amazing ability to put
their lives back together after even the most hellish ordeal. Donna Seaman

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author

Joyce Carol Oatesis arecipient of the National Medal of Humanities, the National Book Critics Circle Ivan
Sandrof Lifetime Achievement Award, the National Book Award, and the PEN/Maamud Award for
Excellence in Short Fiction. Sheisthe Roger S. Berlind Distinguished Professor of the Humanities at
Princeton University and has been a member of the American Academy of Arts and Letters since 1978.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Floyd Hatfield:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important for people. The book I Am No One Y ou Know: Stories seemed to be making
you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages
for you. Thereserve | Am No One You Know: Storiesis not only giving you considerably more new
information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. Y ou can spend your persona spend
time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book I Am No One Y ou Know: Stories. You
never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

William Leininger:

I Am No One You Know: Stories can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend
that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his’her
effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing | Am No One Y ou Know: Stories yet doesn't
forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you
can be among it. This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Debra Palacios:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV al day long. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, think
reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you can have the
e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like | Am No One Y ou Know: Storieswhichis
getting the e-book version. So, try out this book? Let's see.

Paul Quintana:

Aswe know that book isimportant thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book isaset of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. Thise-book I Am No One Y ou Know: Stories was filled concerning science. Spend your time
to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they
reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read aguide. In the
modern eralike currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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