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Written in a lively and engaging style, Historical and Conceptual Issues in
Psychology is richly illustrated and unique in its presentation of historical and
conceptual ideas. The history of Psychology focuses on how political, religious,
social, and intellectual changes have affected views on the universe, Earth, and
mankind.  Conceptual issues are explained by situating them within the historical
context that gave rise to them.  The text encourages students to think critically
about historiography and how to apply the various insights to their own lives and
the degree they are reading.

Historical and Conceptual Issues in Psychology is an essential textbook for
undergraduate students taking courses in Psychology and is also suitable for
those studying philosophy, social and health sciences.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

Historical and Conceptual Issues in Psychology will take you on a journey through the development of the
subject, from its philosophical beginnings to the discipline as we know it in the present day. It considers how
psychology emerged as a result of the general turn towards science in the Western world, what it has
achieved, how it has been received by other scientists and the public, and how it has struggled to find its
place in the tension between the scientific and the romantic view of humanity.

 

Written in a lively and engaging style, Historical and Conceptual Issues in Psychology is richly illustrated
with carefully selected examples and eye-opening excerpts from original texts to help you understand the
issues. It is unique in presenting historical and conceptual ideas together, making it easier to understand how
they affect each other. The history of Psychology is discussed by focusing on the ways in which political,
religious, social, and intellectual changes affected the views on the Universe, Earth, and Mankind. Similarly,
the conceptual issues are explained by situating them within the historical context that gave rise to them. At
the same time, Historical and Conceptual Issues in Psychology encourages students to think critically about
historiography and to apply the various insights to their own lives and the degree they are reading.

 

Historical and Conceptual Issues in Psychology is an essential textbook for undergraduate students taking
courses in psychology and is also suitable for those studying philosophy, and social and health sciences.

For further resources accompanying this text, please go to: www.pearsoned.co.uk/brysbaert

"This is the book that I wish I had written. An invaluable resource for students of psychology at all levels
and a great read for anyone with an interest in the development of science."

Paul Gardner, University of St. Andrews

 

“Brysbaert and Rastle's book is characterised by sharp and balanced analysis, no little erudition, and a
keen eye for detail.  Punctuating their account with thought-provoking conundrums and historical anecdotes,
the authors draw on a rich and colourful frame of reference to show how psychology has been shaped by
philosophical and political concerns, as well as by scientific influences.  I know of no other psychology text
that so effectively treats both conceptual and historical issues.  The structure is logical and comprehensive,
the writing clear and entertaining, the analysis challenging and impressive.  This book is an ideal
companion for students of psychology.  Indeed I would recommend it to just about all academics in the
field: the issues raised will continue to be of compelling importance as scientific psychology mines for itself
a new history within the framework of the 21st century.”

Brian M. Hughes, National University of Ireland, Galway



 

At the time of writing, Marc Brysbaert and Kathy Rastle were both Professors of Psychology at Royal at
Royal Holloway, University of London.   Both have extensive experience as writers and editors of
psychology journals and books.  Marc Brysbaert is now Professor at Ghent University, Belgium.

 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephen Stover:

The book Historical and Conceptual Issues in Psychology make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can
use to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting stress or
having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book Historical and Conceptual Issues in
Psychology to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase
your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and
read a e-book Historical and Conceptual Issues in Psychology. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Jeffrey Brown:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Historical and Conceptual Issues
in Psychology which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Francis Knapp:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the top
checklist in your reading list is definitely Historical and Conceptual Issues in Psychology. This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upward
and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Henry Jones:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. With the book Historical and Conceptual Issues in Psychology we can have more



advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this
book Historical and Conceptual Issues in Psychology. You can more appealing than now.
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