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Since the 1950s, when Pelé first started playing, soccer has been how the world
sees Brazil, but it is also how Brazilians see themselves. The essence of their
game is one in which prodigious individual skills outshine team tactics, where
dribbles and delicate flicks are preferred over physical challenges or long-
distance passes, where technique has all the elements of dance and, indeed, is
often described as such. At their best, Brazilian soccer players are both athletes
and artists. As Alex Bellos brilliantly reveals in his classic book, their game can
symbolize racial harmony, flamboyance, youth, innovation, and skill?in short, it's
a microcosm of the country itself.

Bellos, a veteran journalist and author whose star has continued to rise since
Futebol was first published in 2002, revisits his search for what the great
Brazilian striker Ronaldo has called the "true truth" of the Brazilian way of life.
With an unerring eye for an illustrative story and a pitch-perfect ear for the
voices of the people he meets, Bellos uncovers the nuanced role soccer has
played in the history of Brazil and the lives of its people.

Updated and with a new chapter covering recent events in Brazil, this revised
edition of Futebol is perfectly timed to coincide with the 2014 World Cup, as the
world turns its rapt attention to Brazil and their Beautiful Game and the country
once again becomes the capital of "the world's game."
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Since the 1950s, when Pelé first started playing, soccer has been how the world sees Brazil, but it is also how
Brazilians see themselves. The essence of their game is one in which prodigious individual skills outshine
team tactics, where dribbles and delicate flicks are preferred over physical challenges or long-distance
passes, where technique has all the elements of dance and, indeed, is often described as such. At their best,
Brazilian soccer players are both athletes and artists. As Alex Bellos brilliantly reveals in his classic book,
their game can symbolize racial harmony, flamboyance, youth, innovation, and skill?in short, it's a
microcosm of the country itself.

Bellos, a veteran journalist and author whose star has continued to rise since Futebol was first published in
2002, revisits his search for what the great Brazilian striker Ronaldo has called the "true truth" of the
Brazilian way of life. With an unerring eye for an illustrative story and a pitch-perfect ear for the voices of
the people he meets, Bellos uncovers the nuanced role soccer has played in the history of Brazil and the lives
of its people.

Updated and with a new chapter covering recent events in Brazil, this revised edition of Futebol is perfectly
timed to coincide with the 2014 World Cup, as the world turns its rapt attention to Brazil and their Beautiful
Game and the country once again becomes the capital of "the world's game."
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Editorial Review

Review

“Compelling . . . Alternately funny and dark . . . Bellos offers a cast of characters as colorful as a Carnival
parade.” ?Publishers Weekly (starred review)

“It's a bonus that Bellos' aim is not just to amuse, but to find meaning and context behind the spectacle . . .
Bellos weaves a tapestry of contemporary Brazil from football threads as divergent as the great Pelé and the
glamorous Roza FC, perhaps the world's only all-transvestite team . . . rich and colorful.” ?New York
Newsday

“Required reading.” ?Soccer America

“Alex Bellos trace's [soccer's] evolution in Brazil, and emerges with a fascinating portrait of Brazil itself, a
land of deep contradictions and an even deeper love for the game that bridges those contradictions...With a
seasoned reporter's knack for dredging up curios, he unveils one variation on the game after another.” ?San
Antonio Express News

About the Author

Alex Bellos has a degree in mathematics and philosophy from Oxford University. He has worked for the
Guardian in London and Rio de Janeiro. In 2002, he wrote the critically acclaimed original edition of
Futebol and in 2006 ghostwrote Pelé's autobiography, which was a number one bestseller. He lives in
London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christopher Mueller:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Futebol: The Brazilian Way of Life is
kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

William Davis:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled Futebol:
The Brazilian Way of Life your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect
that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a
publication then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The



Futebol: The Brazilian Way of Life giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but
also giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern
this is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Anna Rangel:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Futebol: The Brazilian Way of
Life that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all
over the world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of
you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit,
you may pick Futebol: The Brazilian Way of Life become your own starter.

Jason Scott:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its include may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Futebol: The Brazilian Way of Life why because the fantastic
cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this
book.
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