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The classical world and the masterpieces of its literature continue to fascinate
readers and audiences throughout the media- from popular histories to the
reworking of classical subject matters by contemporary poets, dramatists, and
novelists. In this Very Short Introduction, William Allan explores what the
"classics" are and why they continue to shape our Western concepts of literature.
Presenting a range of material from both Greek and Latin literature, he illustrates
the variety and sophistication of these works, and considers examples from all
major genres.

About the Series:
Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions
to a wide range of subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics,
Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the Bible. Not simply a textbook
of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--yet
always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given
discipline or field. Every Very Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of
the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has developed and how it
has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major
academic discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference
library. Whatever the area of study that one deems important or appealing,
whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short Introductions
series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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The classical world and the masterpieces of its literature continue to fascinate readers and audiences
throughout the media- from popular histories to the reworking of classical subject matters by contemporary
poets, dramatists, and novelists. In this Very Short Introduction, William Allan explores what the "classics"
are and why they continue to shape our Western concepts of literature. Presenting a range of material from
both Greek and Latin literature, he illustrates the variety and sophistication of these works, and considers
examples from all major genres.

About the Series:
Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply a textbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

William Allan is McConnell Laing Fellow and Tutor in Classics at University College, Oxford. His previous
publications include five books and numerous articles on Greek tragedy and epic poetry.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Wendler:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
included can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be smart in
getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Classical Literature: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Charles Collier:

Precisely why? Because this Classical Literature: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you
with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you
I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Lorene Lord:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is identified as
of book Classical Literature: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you
happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to
other place.



Diane Welton:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Classical Literature: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions).
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