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A lively meditation on the nature of art by one of America's most celebrated
art critics

 What is it to be a work of art? Renowned author and critic Arthur C. Danto
addresses this fundamental, complex question. Part philosophical monograph and
part memoiristic meditation, What Art Is challenges the popular interpretation
that art is an indefinable concept, instead bringing to light the properties that
constitute universal meaning. Danto argues that despite varied approaches, a
work of art is always defined by two essential criteria: meaning and embodiment,
as well as one additional criterion contributed by the viewer: interpretation.
Danto crafts his argument in an accessible manner that engages with both
philosophy and art across genres and eras, beginning with Plato’s definition of art
in The Republic, and continuing through the progress of art as a series of
discoveries, including such innovations as perspective, chiaroscuro, and
physiognomy. Danto concludes with a fascinating discussion of Andy Warhol’s
famous shipping cartons, which are visually indistinguishable from the everyday
objects they represent.

Throughout, Danto considers the contributions of philosophers including
Descartes, Kant, and Hegel, and artists from Michelangelo and Poussin to
Duchamp and Warhol, in this far-reaching examination of the interconnectivity
and universality of aesthetic production.
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 What is it to be a work of art? Renowned author and critic Arthur C. Danto addresses this fundamental,
complex question. Part philosophical monograph and part memoiristic meditation, What Art Is challenges the
popular interpretation that art is an indefinable concept, instead bringing to light the properties that constitute
universal meaning. Danto argues that despite varied approaches, a work of art is always defined by two
essential criteria: meaning and embodiment, as well as one additional criterion contributed by the viewer:
interpretation. Danto crafts his argument in an accessible manner that engages with both philosophy and art
across genres and eras, beginning with Plato’s definition of art in The Republic, and continuing through the
progress of art as a series of discoveries, including such innovations as perspective, chiaroscuro, and
physiognomy. Danto concludes with a fascinating discussion of Andy Warhol’s famous shipping cartons,
which are visually indistinguishable from the everyday objects they represent.

Throughout, Danto considers the contributions of philosophers including Descartes, Kant, and Hegel, and
artists from Michelangelo and Poussin to Duchamp and Warhol, in this far-reaching examination of the
interconnectivity and universality of aesthetic production.
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Editorial Review

Review

'This accessible book is the culmination of the late Danto’s lifelong investigation into the concept of art.
Through an inspired range of historical and contemporary examples, he explicates his institutional definition
of artworks as ‘embodied meanings’ that can take on just about any shape or form. In this radical view, the
properties that render something a work of art are invisible.'—Constantine Sandis, THES
(Constantine Sandis THES 2014-11-27)

About the Author

Arthur C. Danto was Johnsonian Professor of Philosophy Emeritus at Columbia University and art critic for
The Nation.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Hose:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if those
information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take What Art Is as your daily resource information.

Angel Sullivan:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this What Art Is e-book written by well-known
writer who really knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book.
Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate
your own hunger then you still uncertainty What Art Is as good book not simply by the cover but also from
the content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Roberta Lawrence:

This What Art Is is completely new way for you who has fascination to look for some information because it
relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps
you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this What Art Is can be the light food for you
personally because the information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce
itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think



that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely
no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually.
So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.

James Bouchard:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This reserve What Art Is was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your
knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the
book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like
today, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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