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The first definitive oral history of the ever popular L.A. Lakers

The L.A. Lakers have long been one of the NBA's most exciting teams. In The
Show, critically acclaimed sportswriter Roland Lazenby brings the story of this
charismatic team to life in an unprecedented oral history, featuring such
legendary players as Wilt Chamberlain, Jerry West, Kareem Abdul- Jabbar, and
Magic Johnson, along with current stars like Shaquille O'Neal and Kobe Bryant.

Through in-depth interviews with players, coaches, and many other key figures,
Lazenby follows the Lakers from their birthplace in 1946 Minneapolis to their
eventual successes and failures in Los Angeles, using his flair for storytelling and
eye for detail to show you exactly why the 14-time NBA champion Lakers are a
celebrated favorite for sports fans all over America.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The love-'em-or-hate-'em Los Angeles Lakers and their 14 NBA championships may be the most
overreported story in professional basketball, with countless books written about the team's flashy playing
style and the notorious off-court activities of superstars like Wilt Chamberlain, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and
Earvin "Magic" Johnson. Lazenby, having written excellent books on current Lakers coach Phil Jackson and
top Lakers player Kobe Bryant, possesses tremendous insight into the team, plus the trust of players and
coaches, which helps him deliver this entertaining oral history. Fans—and detractors—of today's Lakers will
devour the book's second half, which presents insights into the Kareem-Magic years, especially about the
women and drugs readily available to NBA players. But Lazenby also presents how the 1940s rivalry
between center George Mikan and guard Jim Pollard parallels the recent rivalry between center Shaquille
O'Neal and guard Bryant. Many authors have depicted the brusque, demanding nature of Jack Kent Cooke,
the big-spending Lakers owner during the 1960s and early '70s, as Lazenby does, but it's refreshing to read
former Laker Rod Hundley's pithy appraisal of Cooke: "He was the number one asshole that ever lived."
(Jan.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* The Los Angeles Lakers--along with the Boston Celtics--represent the best in the five-
decade-plus history of the National Basketball Association. Lazenby, author of many sports books including
Mad Game: The NBA Education of Kobe Bryant (1999), has written an oral history of the franchise from its
incarnation in Minneapolis in the early 1950s through its most recent run of championships under coach Phil
Jackson and key players Bryant and Shaquille O'Neal. The book is must reading for NBA fans both young
and old. Most fascinating are the stories from the late 1960s and early 1970s, when the Lakers, led by Hall-
of-Famers Jerry West and Elgin Baylor, reached the NBA finals five times in six years and lost each time.
The anguish experienced by West--who has since become the league's most accomplished executive and
general manager--over those losses is palpable. A driven individual and as fierce a competitor as the league
has ever known, West nearly quit in frustration and entertained thoughts that the losses were some sort of
divinely dictated personal punishment. He eventually got his championship as a player and many more as the
team's general manager. Other fascinating eras include the Magic Johnson years and the Bryant-O'Neal and
Jackson championships in which the attendant soap opera of clashing egos was as almost as interesting as the
action on the court. The best book on pro basketball since Sam Smith's The Jordan Rules (1992). Wes
Lukowsky
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved
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NBA finals five times in six years and lost each time. The anguish experienced by West--who has since
become the league's most accomplished executive and general manager--over those losses is palpable. A
driven individual and as fierce a competitor as the league has ever known, West nearly quit in frustration and
entertained thoughts that the losses were some sort of divinely dictated personal punishment. He eventually
got his championship as a player and many more as the team's general manager.

Other fascinating eras include the Magic Johnson years and the Bryant-O'Neal and Jackson championships in
which the attendant soap opera of clashing egos was as almost as interesting as the action on the court. The
best book on pro basketball since Sam Smith's The Jordan Rules (1992).
--Wes Lukowsky

(Booklist)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lila Smith:

The book The Show: The Inside Story of the Spectacular Los Angeles Lakers in the Words of Those Who
Lived It make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase.
Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject.
If you can make looking at a book The Show: The Inside Story of the Spectacular Los Angeles Lakers in the
Words of Those Who Lived It to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like
available and read a reserve The Show: The Inside Story of the Spectacular Los Angeles Lakers in the Words
of Those Who Lived It. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Melvin Schroeder:

The e-book with title The Show: The Inside Story of the Spectacular Los Angeles Lakers in the Words of
Those Who Lived It contains a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read
this book. This book exist new expertise the information that exist in this book represented the condition of
the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind
of book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart
phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

John Singletary:

Beside this The Show: The Inside Story of the Spectacular Los Angeles Lakers in the Words of Those Who
Lived It in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an
older people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Show: The Inside Story of the
Spectacular Los Angeles Lakers in the Words of Those Who Lived It because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come
on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable,



just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it
from now!

Joan Stump:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book The Show: The Inside Story of the
Spectacular Los Angeles Lakers in the Words of Those Who Lived It to make your personal reading is
interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book
to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be
first opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the guide The Show: The Inside
Story of the Spectacular Los Angeles Lakers in the Words of Those Who Lived It can to be your brand new
friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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