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Between 1945 and 1953, while the Soviet Union confronted postwar
reconstruction and Cold War crises, its unchallenged leader Joseph Stalin carved
out time to study scientific disputes and dictate academic solutions. He
spearheaded a discussion of "scientific" Marxist-Leninist philosophy, edited
reports on genetics and physiology, adjudicated controversies about modern
physics, and wrote essays on linguistics and political economy. Historians have
been tempted to dismiss all this as the megalomaniacal ravings of a dying
dictator. But in Stalin and the Soviet Science Wars, Ethan Pollock draws on
thousands of previously unexplored archival documents to demonstrate that
Stalin was in fact determined to show how scientific truth and Party doctrine
reinforced one another. Socialism was supposed to be scientific, and science
ideologically correct, and Stalin ostensibly embodied the perfect symbiosis
between power and knowledge.

Focusing on six major postwar debates in the Soviet scientific community, this
elegantly written book shows that Stalin's forays into scholarship can be
understood only within the context of international tensions, institutional
conflicts, and the growing uncertainty about the proper relationship between
scientific knowledge and Party-dictated truths. The nature of Stalin's
interventions makes clear that more was at stake than high politics: these science
wars were about asserting that the Party was rational and modern, and about
codifying the Soviet worldview in a battle for the hearts and minds of people
around the globe during the early Cold War. Ultimately, however, the effort to
develop a scientific basis for Soviet ideology undermined the system's
legitimacy.
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Between 1945 and 1953, while the Soviet Union confronted postwar reconstruction and Cold War crises, its
unchallenged leader Joseph Stalin carved out time to study scientific disputes and dictate academic solutions.
He spearheaded a discussion of "scientific" Marxist-Leninist philosophy, edited reports on genetics and
physiology, adjudicated controversies about modern physics, and wrote essays on linguistics and political
economy. Historians have been tempted to dismiss all this as the megalomaniacal ravings of a dying dictator.
But in Stalin and the Soviet Science Wars, Ethan Pollock draws on thousands of previously unexplored
archival documents to demonstrate that Stalin was in fact determined to show how scientific truth and Party
doctrine reinforced one another. Socialism was supposed to be scientific, and science ideologically correct,
and Stalin ostensibly embodied the perfect symbiosis between power and knowledge.

Focusing on six major postwar debates in the Soviet scientific community, this elegantly written book shows
that Stalin's forays into scholarship can be understood only within the context of international tensions,
institutional conflicts, and the growing uncertainty about the proper relationship between scientific
knowledge and Party-dictated truths. The nature of Stalin's interventions makes clear that more was at stake
than high politics: these science wars were about asserting that the Party was rational and modern, and about
codifying the Soviet worldview in a battle for the hearts and minds of people around the globe during the
early Cold War. Ultimately, however, the effort to develop a scientific basis for Soviet ideology undermined
the system's legitimacy.
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Editorial Review

Review

Honorable Mention for the 2008 W. Bruce Lincoln Book Prize, American Association for the
Advancement of Slavic Studies

Shortlisted for the 2007 AAASS Wayne S. Vucinich Book Prize

"This is a very accessible and sometimes astonishing study of what happens when politicians attempt to
mould the culture and intellectual life of a society to justify their ideologies. . . . It's a fascinating study of a
leader who genuinely believed that the credibility of 'scientific' socialism was at stake."--Steve Carroll, The
Age

"Ethan Pollock's remarkable book offers a radical and intriguing reevaluation of postwar science debates by
suggesting to take seriously Stalin's public call for scientific objectivity and free and open exchange of
opinion. Drawing on a wealth of recently declassified archival documents, including internal party memos
and Stalin's personal notes, Pollock traces a surprising evolution of the leader's thought about the relationship
between ideology and science.... Thoroughly researched, provocatively argued, and occasionally
entertaining, Pollock's book reveals a much greater degree of Stalin's personal involvement in both the
administrative and the intellectual sides of the postwar debates than previously thought."--Slava Gerovitch,
Russian Review

"[T]he value of this work is to reveal with great clarity the unfolding debates and Stalin's role within them.
Stalin was no fool, but Pollock rightly notes his 'remarkable intellectual arrogance' and the damage of using
political methods to settle scientific debates. This book is yet another example of the consequences of
destroying the independent associations of civil society."--David W. Lovell, European Legacy

"In Stalin and the Soviet Science Wars, Ethan Pollock provides a fascinating examination of the ideological
controversies that shaped Soviet science during Stalin's last years. . . . He adds considerably to our
understanding of the complexities of the debates in philosophy, linguistics, and economics, while his
analyses of the cases of biology, physics, and physiology contribute to an already extensive literature. This
book is also a contribution to the understanding of Stalin and Stalinism. . . . This book will be of interest to
advanced undergraduate students and specialists in the philosophy and politics of twentieth-century science,
Soviet history, and the history of Stalinism."--Paul Josephson, Isis

"[Pollock] follows the various debates and ideological conflicts in detail, but his accounts are easy to read



and at times almost gripping in the manner of a thriller."--Bob Dent, Budapest Times

"[T]his is a fascinating story that deserves to be included on the reading lists of courses in Soviet history and
in the history and sociology of science."--Andrew Jenks, Technology and Culture

"Pollock's prose is succinct, precise and elegant; his argument is cogently developed, subtle, sophisticated
and compelling. This excellent and engaging volume will be indispensable reading for all Soviet historians
and students, as well as for those interested in the social construction and political control of scientific
knowledge."--Nick Baron, Europe-Asia Studies

"Pollock's study is an extremely valuable contribution to the debate on the nature of Soviet Science, but it
also deserves a wider readership amongst all those interested in the influence that Marxist-Leninist ideology
had over both the Soviet state and Josef Stalin personally."--Michael Froggart, South East Europe Review
for Labour and Social Affairs

"[T]hose who would like to acquaint themselves with what the archives and memoir literature have yielded
on these matters over the past twenty years may find this a useful place to begin. The text is gracefully
written, the biographical appendix is useful, and the scattering of contemporary photographs helps the reader
picture many of the principal actors."--Mark B. Adams, Journal of Modern History

"Pollock has written a fascinating book. . . . [I]t throws a great deal of light on the nature of the Soviet Union
at the height of the Cold War."--John Baxter, International Socialism

From the Back Cover

"Stalin and the Soviet Science Wars is a fascinating book about one of the most enigmatic periods in Soviet
history. With great insight, and on the basis of thorough archival research, Ethan Pollock examines the
organized discussions of science in Stalin's last years. He shows how important those discussions are for
understanding not only Stalinism but the Soviet experience as a whole. This will be an indispensable book
for historians of the Soviet Union and for historians and sociologists of science more generally."--David
Holloway, Stanford University

"Ethan Pollock has written an elegant and brilliantly penetrating history that is so rich in detail and broad
ranging in its analysis that it will quickly become required reading for anyone seeking to understand how
Stalin managed the Soviet Union after World War II."--Martin J. Sherwin, Tufts University



"This is a major and original contribution to the study of late Stalinist society. As a reader, I enjoyed it very
much. It is poised to become a standard text on Stalinist ideology and science, fascinating for professionals
and accessible to students. Clearly conceived and organized, the book is based on impressive research,
including little-known or previously unknown documents from the Central Party archive, Russia's State
Archive, and the Soviet Academy of Science."--Vladislav Zubok, Temple University, author of Inside the
Kremlin's Cold War

"Stalin and the Soviet Science Wars tells the story of each of the scientific debates under focus with
admirable clarity and concision, but without sacrificing the complexity of the issues or the stakes involved.
Its portrayal of Stalin was, to me, utterly persuasive. This book will have a broad audience, not only in
undergraduate courses on Soviet history, Stalinism, and the history of science, but also among the informed
public."--Lewis H. Siegelbaum, Michigan State University, author of Stalinism as a Way of Life

About the Author
Ethan Pollock is Assistant Professor of History at Brown University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jimmy Robertson:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Stalin and the Soviet Science Wars.

David Stephenson:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Stalin and the Soviet Science Wars book
because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent guarantees
there is no doubt in it you probably know this.



Ricardo Hayward:

This Stalin and the Soviet Science Wars usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person,
why. The key reason why of this Stalin and the Soviet Science Wars can be on the list of great books you
must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed a person with information
that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you
go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Stalin and the Soviet Science
Wars giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Danielle Burdette:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this
Stalin and the Soviet Science Wars.
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