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Irene Spencer did as she felt God commanded in becoming the second wife to her
brother-in-law Verlan LeBaron. When the government raided their community-
the Mormon village of Short Creek, Arizona-seeking to enforce the penalties for
practicing polygamy, Irene and her family fled to Verlan's family ranchin
Mexico. Here they lived in squalor and desolate conditions with Verlan's six
brothers, one sister, and numerous wives and children. This appalling and
astonishing tale has captured the attention of readers around the world. Irene's
inspirational story reveals how far religion can be stretched and abused and how
one woman and her children found their way out, into truth and redemption.
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Irene Spencer did as she felt God commanded in becoming the second wife to her brother-in-law Verlan
LeBaron. When the government raided their community-the Mormon village of Short Creek, Arizona-
seeking to enforce the penalties for practicing polygamy, Irene and her family fled to Verlan's family ranch
in Mexico. Here they lived in squalor and desolate conditions with Verlan's six brothers, one sister, and
numerous wives and children. This appalling and astonishing tale has captured the attention of readers
around the world. Irene's inspirational story reveals how far religion can be stretched and abused and how
one woman and her children found their way out, into truth and redemption.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Just as A Mormon Mother is the standout memoir of a 19th-century polygamous woman's life, this
autobiography offers the compelling voice of a contemporary plural wife's experiences. Daughter of a second
wife, Spencer was raised strictly in the Principle as it was lived secretly and illegally by fringe communities
of Mormon fundamentalists—groups that split off from the LDS Church when it abandoned polygamy more
than a century ago. In spite of her mother's warnings and the devotion of a boyfriend with monogamist
intentions, Spencer followed her religious convictions—that living in polygamy was essential for eternal
salvation—and became a second wife herself at the age of 16 in 1953. It's hard to tell which is more
devastating in this memoir: the strains of husband-sharing with—ultimately—nine other wives, or the
unremitting poverty that came with maintaining so many households and 56 children. Spencer's writing is
lively and full of engaging dialogue, and her life is nothing short of astonishing. After 28 years of
polygamous marriage, Spencer has lived the last 19 years in monogamy. Her story will be emotional and
shocking, but many readers will resonate with the universal question the memoir raises: how to reconcile
inherited religious beliefs when they grate against social nhorms and the deepest desires of the heart. (Aug. 22)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Spencer’ s riveting memoir recounts her experiences as a plural wife. Merlington infuses her reading with a
sense of the author’ s spiritual struggles over her lifestyle. She reads the early parts of the memoir dealing
with Spencer’s childhood in a brisk, almost youthful voice. After the author’s marriage at age 16 to Verlan
LeBaron, in which she became the second wife, Spencer’ s sense of the ordinary collapsesin her struggles to
understand the religious dictates of her marriage. Merlington expresses Spencer’s interna and external
conflicts with sympathetic understanding and heightens the woman’ s physical and mental distresswith a
well-modulated and clearly paced narration. The near death of her 10-month-old son is one of the many
horrors Spencer experienced during her 28-year marriage to LeBaron, and one that Merlington highlights
with an empathetic tone. --Mary McCay

Review
Spencer writes grippingly . . . in this brave and honest book, [and] lays bare the secrets of her heart and of a
devastating religious practice?People M agazine (4-star review)

[Irene's] story will be emotional and shocking, but many readers will resonate with the universal question the
memoir raises. how to reconcile inherited religious beliefs when they grate against social horms and the
deepest desires of the heart.?Publishers Weekly

Users Review
From reader reviews:
James Bauer:

The book Shattered Dreams: My Life as a Polygamist's Wife can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Shattered Dreams: My
Life as a Polygamist's Wife? A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book
can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book
Shattered Dreams: My Life as a Polygamist's Wife has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
large function for you. Y ou can look the enormous world by open up and read areserve. So it isvery
wonderful.

Dan Hanner:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for awhileis
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other
is high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you that Shattered Dreams: My Life
as aPolygamist's Wife book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

Jeremy Bedford:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyonein
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which isinside former life are challenging to be find than now istaking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get
the unstabl e resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Shattered Dreams. My Lifeasa
Polygamist's Wife as the daily resource information.

Joseph Lee:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic asin the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Shattered Dreams: My Life as a Polygamist's Wife why
because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly direct
you to pick up this book.
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