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"A penetrating and compassionate book on the most gigantic military
struggle in world history."--The New York Times Book Review

"An extraordinary tale... Overy's engrossing book provides extensive details
of teh slaughter, brutality, bitterness and destruction on the massive front
from the White Sea to the flank of Asia."--Chicago Tribune 

The Russian war effort to defeat invading Axis powers, an effort that assembled
the largest military force in recorded history and that cost the lives of more than
25 million Soviet soldiers and civilians, was the decisive factor for securing an
Allied victory. Now with access to the wealth of film archives and interview
material from Russia used to produce the ten-hour television
documentary Russia's War, Richard Overy tackles the many persuasive questions
surrounding this conflict. Was Stalin a military genius? Was the defense of
Mother Russia a product of something greater than numbers of tanks and planes-
-of something deep within the Russian soul?
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"A penetrating and compassionate book on the most gigantic military struggle in world history."--The
New York Times Book Review

"An extraordinary tale... Overy's engrossing book provides extensive details of teh slaughter,
brutality, bitterness and destruction on the massive front from the White Sea to the flank of
Asia."--Chicago Tribune 

The Russian war effort to defeat invading Axis powers, an effort that assembled the largest military force in
recorded history and that cost the lives of more than 25 million Soviet soldiers and civilians, was the decisive
factor for securing an Allied victory. Now with access to the wealth of film archives and interview material
from Russia used to produce the ten-hour television documentary Russia's War, Richard Overy tackles the
many persuasive questions surrounding this conflict. Was Stalin a military genius? Was the defense of
Mother Russia a product of something greater than numbers of tanks and planes--of something deep within
the Russian soul?
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
As German armies stampeded through the Soviet Union in the summer of 1941, Nazi politicians and Western
statesmen alike predicted the USSR's collapse. In Russia's War, a balanced and acute portrayal of a combat
theater that claimed more than 40 million Soviet lives, Richard Overy tells the story of how Stalin and his
commanders held off defeat and engineered the most significant military achievement of the Second World
War: the destruction of the Wehrmacht.

Russia's War is far from a tale of triumph, as the Russian capacity for resourceful creativity, desperate
courage, and raw endurance was matched, if not exceeded, by the brutal oppression of the Soviet system.
Overy argues, however, that victory was the result of precisely this uneasy combination. Drawing from
extensive archival sources made available in the wake of glasnost, he revises both our conception of the Red
Army as a horde that overwhelmed the Germans and the accepted wisdom that Hitler's defeat was the result
of strategic bungling and a logistical overreach of the Nazi forces. Perhaps his most poignant contribution is
the discussion of the crisis that recent disclosures have provoked in the Russian understanding of the conflict.
What was once viewed by the Soviets as the "Great Patriotic War" has become "a crucible of miserable and
incomprehensible revelations." In spite of these confusions, Russia's War commences to find significance in
a contest that repeatedly disquiets and humbles the historical imagination. --James Highfill

Review
Making excellent use of newly available Presidential archival material and K.G.B. film collections, Overy ...
attributes the Soviet victory to the tough Russian spirit, which was hewn by the bitter climate, cruelllly harsh
working conditions and Stalin's heinous purges and farm collectivization programs.... [a] penetrating and
compassionate book... -- The New York Times Book Review, Chris Patsilelis

From the Publisher
10 1.5-hour cassettes

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Warren Damron:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Russia's War: A History of the Soviet Effort: 1941-1945. Try to make
the book Russia's War: A History of the Soviet Effort: 1941-1945 as your close friend. It means that it can to
be your friend when you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.



Mildred Duncan:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Russia's War: A
History of the Soviet Effort: 1941-1945? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside
you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Bill Boyd:

This Russia's War: A History of the Soviet Effort: 1941-1945 tend to be reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Russia's War: A History of the Soviet Effort: 1941-1945 can
be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed
you actually with information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy,
you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions.
Beside that this Russia's War: A History of the Soviet Effort: 1941-1945 forcing you to have an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day
action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Thomas Obrien:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real
their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Russia's War: A History of the Soviet Effort: 1941-1945 can make you experience more
interested to read.
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