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The words 'hasid' and 'hasidism' have become so familiar to people interested in
the Jewish world that little thought is given to understanding exactly what
hasidism is or considering its spiritual and social consequences. What, for
example, are the distinguishing features of hasidism? What innovations does it
embody? How did its founders see it? Why did it arouse opposition? What is the
essential nature of hasidic thought? What is its spiritual essence? What does its
literature consist of? What typifies its leadership? What is the secret of its
persistence through the centuries? How have scholars explained its origins? Is
hasidism an expression of mystical ideas, or a response to changing social
circumstances? What is its connection to kabbalah? To Shabateanism? To
messianism? What is its relationship to the traditional structures of authority in
the Jewish world? This book aims to answer all these questions in a lucid and
accessible manner.

Rachel Elior focuses on the fundamental positions and the factors of primary
importance: the substantial issues that recur in the hasidic texts, including how
hasidim have seen themselves over the centuries, how they have constructed a
new spiritual and social ideal, and how that ideal has stood the test of reality. The
goal is to present the main characteristics of the hasidic movement and to
examine the social implications of its mystical ideas. The text is fully supported
by references to the relevant hasidic sources and academic literature. The book
concludes with a list of the hasidic texts on which the discussion is based and a
comprehensive bibliography of scholarly works on kabbalah and hasidism.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Well written and concise and, together with her glossary, provides a good grounding for the educated reader
beginning a study of hasidic texts ... I recommend this book for all academic libraries.' Daniel J. Rettberg,
Association of Jewish Libraries Newsletter 'Such a survey of basic questions presented in a concise and lucid
form, on a scholarly basis but written for a general readership was a desideratum. Not many monographic
introductions to hasidism have appeared, although the Littman Library of Jewish Civilization has recently
published several important books on the subject ... highly commendable book ... there is much to be learned
from it about hasidism.' Annelies Kuyt, European Journal of Jewish Studies 'An impressive scholarly work
which eloquently paints a beautiful picture of Hasidism's emergence and fate.' Federico dal Bo, Journal of
Jewish Studies

About the Author
Rachel Elior is John and Golda Cohen Professor of Jewish Philosophy and Jewish Mystical Thought at the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem. She has been a research fellow and visiting professor at University College
London, the University of Amsterdam, Oberlin College, the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, the
Oxford Centre for Hebrew and Jewish Studies, Case Western University, Yeshiva University, Tokyo
University, and Princeton University. She is the author of numerous works on Jewish mysticism and
hasidism, two of which are also published by the Littman Library: The Three Temples: On the Emergence of
Jewish Mysticism (2004), and Jewish Mysticism: The Infinite Expression of Freedom (2007). The recipient
of many honours, she was awarded the 2006 Gershom Scholem Prize for the Study of Kabbalah and Jewish
Mysticism by the Israel Academy of Sciences and Humanities.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ernestine Miller:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the
data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is
this Mystical Origins of Hasidism (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization).

Willard Griffin:

The book untitled Mystical Origins of Hasidism (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization) contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous
author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. You can actually read this book



because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a
nice study.

Sean Bass:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended to you personally is Mystical Origins of Hasidism (Littman Library of Jewish
Civilization) this reserve consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific
book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is
easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
suitable all of you.

Anna Sanders:

This Mystical Origins of Hasidism (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization) is new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in reading this Mystical Origins of
Hasidism (Littman Library of Jewish Civilization) can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the
form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-book form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-
book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.
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