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Straddled between the world's two major energy basins, the Persian Gulf and the
Caspian Sea, and possessing a rich reservoir of hydrocarbon resources as well as
diverse minerals, Iran has always been economically significant. The Islamic
Revolution thrust the country back onto the political centre-stage, and
dramatically altered relations between Iran and the West.This book looks at these
developments within an historical context. It charts how Iran sought to respond to
the challenge of the West through reform and revolution, and to reverse the
deline of the previous century with an ambitious programme of
development. Combining detailed historical narrative with comprehensive
analysis and explanation, Ali Ansari presents a new interpretation of the complex
cultural polity that is modern Iran.
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Straddled between the world's two major energy basins, the Persian Gulf and the Caspian Sea, and
possessing a rich reservoir of hydrocarbon resources as well as diverse minerals, Iran has always been
economically significant. The Islamic Revolution thrust the country back onto the political centre-stage, and
dramatically altered relations between Iran and the West.This book looks at these developments within an
historical context. It charts how Iran sought to respond to the challenge of the West through reform and
revolution, and to reverse the deline of the previous century with an ambitious programme of
development. Combining detailed historical narrative with comprehensive analysis and explanation, Ali
Ansari presents a new interpretation of the complex cultural polity that is modern Iran.
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Editorial Review

Review
"...Ansari has written a straightforward, though skilfully analytical, history of Iran" "Times Literary
Supplement", July 03

From the Back Cover

Whether as friend or foe, Iran continues to play a pivotal role in a strategically vital area of the world. 
Straddled between the world's two major energy basins, the Persian Gulf and the Caspian Sea, and
possessing a rich reservoir of hydrocarbon resources as well as diverse minerals and a large and growing
population, Iran remains important in economic terms.  However, the Islamic Revolution of 1979 thrust Iran
back onto the political centre stage and dramatically altered the relationship between Iran and the
West. Modern Iran since 1921 places these developments in an historical context, and looks at how Iran
sought to respond to the challenge of the West through reform and revolution, to reverse the decline of the
previous century with a development programme that would catapult the country back into the top division. 
This new interpretation combines detailed historical narrative with comprehensive analysis and explanation
of political, social and economic developments in Iran during the 20th century.  It emphasises those factors
which have helped shape attitudes and policies in an effort to explain the complex cultural polity that is
modern Iran. Ali M. Ansari is Lecturer in Political History of the Middle East, University of Durham.  He is
the author of Iran, Islam and Democracy: The Politics of Managing Change (2000).

About the Author

Ali M Ansari is lecturer in the Political History of the Middle East at the University of Durham and an
expert in Iranian affairs. He acts as consultant to business and policy makers and makes regular media
appearances.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marc Starr:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Modern Iran Since 1921: The Pahlavis
and After is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

Carol Johnson:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider



if those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Modern Iran Since 1921: The Pahlavis and After as
your daily resource information.

Roger Cooper:

The book Modern Iran Since 1921: The Pahlavis and After will bring you to the new experience of reading
any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this
book very ideal to you. The book Modern Iran Since 1921: The Pahlavis and After is much recommended to
you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Janice Garcia:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. From the book
Modern Iran Since 1921: The Pahlavis and After we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative
people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book Modern Iran Since 1921: The
Pahlavis and After. You can more attractive than now.
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