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AsDick Turpin went to the scaffold in York in 1739 he was determined to look
his best. The previous day he had had a new frock coat and pumps delivered to
him in the condemned man's cell in Y ork Castle Prison. And he paid GBP3 and
10 shillings for five men to act as mourners. Who was this notorious
highwayman and why did he become so famous? What did he do to become the
subject of such extraordinary myths? Most of all, why are highwaymen romantic
figures? We have highwayman now: we call them muggers and car-jackers and
we don't sing ballads about them or eulogise them for their brave exploits. Thisis
amasterly biography of one of Britain's best-known criminals - but it isalso an
examination of the cult of the highwayman, of crime in the 18th century and the
treatment of criminals. In the absence of any police force how were crimes
solved? Who did the detective work? And did the criminals get afair trial - an
important question if you were going to hang from the neck for arelatively minor
misdemeanour. Was there a criminal underclass and did people redly livein
terror of going on the roads at night. Looking at the underbelly of society and the
nastier aspects of life that many historians ignore, James Sharpe creates avivid
picture of life on the edgesin 18th century Britain.
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As Dick Turpin went to the scaffold in York in 1739 he was determined to look his best. The previous day he
had had a new frock coat and pumps delivered to him in the condemned man's cell in Y ork Castle Prison.
And he paid GBP3 and 10 shillings for five men to act as mourners. Who was this notorious highwayman
and why did he become so famous? What did he do to become the subject of such extraordinary myths?
Most of al, why are highwaymen romantic figures? We have highwayman now: we call them muggers and
car-jackers and we don't sing ballads about them or eulogise them for their brave exploits. Thisis amasterly
biography of one of Britain's best-known criminals - but it is also an examination of the cult of the
highwayman, of crime in the 18th century and the treatment of criminals. In the absence of any police force
how were crimes solved? Who did the detective work? And did the criminals get afair trial - an important
guestion if you were going to hang from the neck for arelatively minor misdemeanour. Was there a criminal
underclass and did people redly live in terror of going on the roads at night. Looking at the underbelly of
society and the nastier aspects of life that many historians ignore, James Sharpe creates a vivid picture of life
on the edges in 18th century Britain.
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Editorial Review

Review

A highly readable biography of Dick Turpin, the infamous eighteenth-century highwayman who became the
subject of extraordinary legends that over the years have raised him to the status of folk hero. Professor
James Sharpe shows that the historical truth about Turpin (who was hanged in Y ork in 1739), and
highwaymen, is far more brutal and bloody as he examines the cult and eighteenth-century crime in general.
Was there a criminal underclass and were people genuinely afraid to venture out at night? Sharpe also
explains how crimes were solved in the absence of a police force and whether criminals were given fair trials
- and through a vivid narrative, he offers a colourful picture of life at the edges during those turbulent times.

About the Author
James Sharpe is Professor of History at Y ork University and is the author of The Bewitching of Anne Gunter
(Profile) as well as several books on crime and punishment.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kevin House:

The particular book Dick Turpin: The Myth of the English Highwayman will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the ideais very unique. When you try to find new
book to see, this book very suited to you. The book Dick Turpin: The Myth of the English Highwayman is
much recommended to you to study. Y ou can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly
to read the book.

Diane Russdl:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It aright
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Dick Turpin: The Myth of
the English Highwayman which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Bruce Sandlin:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. Y ou can get it by internet on social media. Y ou can choose the
top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching fromit. It is named of book Dick
Turpin: The Myth of the English Highwayman. Y ou can include your knowledge by it. Without causing the
printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most critical
that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.



Brandon Giles;

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. Aswe know
those guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. From the book Dick Turpin: The Myth of the English Highwayman we can get more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book
that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this book Dick Turpin: The
Myth of the English Highwayman. Y ou can more inviting than now.
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