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“A deeply felt, vivacious and wonderfully illustrated biography.” —Clancy Sigal,
Los Angeles Times Book Review

A self-described “desert rat” who rocketed to fame at the age of twenty-two, Bill
Mauldin used flashing black brush lines and sardonic captions to capture the
world of the American combat soldier in World War 1. His cartoon dogfaces,
Willie and Joe, appeared in Sars and Stripes and hundreds of newspapers back
home, bearing grim witnessto life in the foxhole. We' ve never viewed war in the
same way since. This lushly illustrated biography draws on private papers,
correspondence, and thousands of origina drawings to render afull portrait of a
complex and quintessentially American genius.
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“A deeply felt, vivacious and wonderfully illustrated biography.” —Clancy Sigal, Los Angeles Times Book
Review

A self-described “desert rat” who rocketed to fame at the age of twenty-two, Bill Mauldin used flashing
black brush lines and sardonic captions to capture the world of the American combat soldier in World War
I1. His cartoon dogfaces, Willie and Joe, appeared in Sars and Stripes and hundreds of newspapers back
home, bearing grim witnessto life in the foxhole. We' ve never viewed war in the same way since. This
lushly illustrated biography draws on private papers, correspondence, and thousands of original drawingsto
render afull portrait of a complex and quintessentially American genius.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Historian DePastino (Citizen Hobo) eloquently memorializes cartoonist Bill Mauldin, who won fame as the
leading spokesman for the American combat soldier during World War I, in this authoritative biography.
Mauldin (1921-2003) grew up in Depression-era New Mexico in adysfunctional family. After studying at
the Chicago Academy of Fine Arts for one year, he joined the newly mobilized 45th Infantry Division of the
Arizona National Guard. Mauldin then became the 45th Division News's cartoonist. Deployed to North
Africain 1943, Mauldin participated in the invasions of Sicily and Italy. In 1944, while on staff at the Gl
newspaper Stars and Sripes, Mauldin created his signature characters, the weary and disheveled infantrymen
Willie and Joe. Willie and Joe became soldiers heroes and anathema to brass such as Gen. George Patton,
who threatened to throw Mauldinin jail for his characters' indolence. After the war, Mauldin published
bestselling cartoon collections, worked briefly as an actor, ran unsuccessfully for Congress and ended his
career with two Pulitzer Prizes for editoria cartooning. Thoroughly researched and sprightly written,
DePastino's balanced biography is a solid introduction to an American original. Classic Mauldin cartoons are
an entertaining bonus. (Feb.)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine

Every critic who reviewed A Life Up Front welcomed this biography; apart from Mauldin’s own memoir,
Back Home (1947), it is the first full-length biography of the man. Because DePastino was the first to
provide such awork, critics were inclined to be forgiving even when they found failings, such as afocus on
career over personal life. The book’s sympathetic subject and engaging illustrations couldn’t have hurt
either. While afew reviewers suspected DePastino of hero worship, they also appreciated his thorough
research and his candor in describing the difficult episodes of Mauldin’s later life. Given the usual glowing
treatment of “ The Greatest Generation” and “The Good War,” the overall assessment was that A Life Up
Front is arespectful but balanced biography.

Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media, Inc.

Review
DePastino’ s bio serves not only as an appreciation of Mauldin’s artistry but also as a complex portrait of an
iconoclast who started out as the Greatest Generation’s court jester but grew to become its conscience.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Helen Arnold:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question since just their
can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book isfamiliar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this kind of Bill Mauldin: A Life Up Front to read.


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000242451

Kevin Hamby:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to anyone
isyou don't know which one you should start with. This Bill Mauldin: A Life Up Front is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in
thisera,

Joseph Cosgrove:

Reading a book can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you alot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of a number
of waysto share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this Bill Mauldin: A Life Up Front, it is possibleto tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Judy Ydle:

Exactly why? Because this Bill Mauldin: A Life Up Front is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside
it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it isgood for you because of not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you alot of
advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
way. So, still want to delay having that book? If | were being you | will go to the book store hurriedly.
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