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When he died in 1950, Bernard Shaw was a Nobel laureate hailed as the second
greatest playwright in the English language. At the sametime, his strangely
flamboyant personality, filled with eccentricities and contradictions, aroused
curiosity. Despite many investigations into Shaw's life and art, parts of him have
remained secret. In this critical biography, Sally Peters explores Shaw's
background and beliefs, interests and obsessions, relations with men and women,
prose writings and dramatic art. In trying to decipher the man she uncovers a
convoluted and extravagant inner life studded with erotic secrets. Peters
examines the passions of Shaw's life - everything from vegetarianism and boxing
to socialism and feminism - and pieces them together, offering an interpretation
of hislife and works. Striving unceasingly to ascend, possessed of monumental
energy, Shaw was in many ways a dazzling example of hisidealized superman.
But, says Peters, this superman was also a man haunted by phantoms, a man of
gender ambivalences and romantic yearnings, and a man who championed will
even while believing that his erotic inclinations were the secret mark of the "born
artist”". Throughout, he was braced by aresilient comic vision as he transformed
hislife into enduring art.
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English language. At the same time, his strangely flamboyant personality, filled with eccentricities and
contradictions, aroused curiosity. Despite many investigations into Shaw's life and art, parts of him have
remained secret. In this critical biography, Sally Peters explores Shaw's background and beliefs, interests and
obsessions, relations with men and women, prose writings and dramatic art. In trying to decipher the man she
uncovers a convoluted and extravagant inner life studded with erotic secrets. Peters examines the passions of
Shaw'slife - everything from vegetarianism and boxing to socialism and feminism - and pieces them
together, offering an interpretation of hislife and works. Striving unceasingly to ascend, possessed of
monumental energy, Shaw was in many ways a dazzling example of hisidealized superman. But, says
Peters, this superman was also a man haunted by phantoms, a man of gender ambivalences and romantic
yearnings, and a man who championed will even while believing that his erotic inclinations were the secret
mark of the "born artist". Throughout, he was braced by aresilient comic vision as he transformed hislife
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Social critic, major playwright, self-proclaimed genius, sexual adventurer, fanatical vegetarian, George
Bernard Shaw was akind of literary Superman in late Victorian England, a precursor of Pound and Eliot who
helped blaze the trail for modernism. He was a so a repressed homosexual. So argues Sally Peters, alecturer
at Wesleyan University, in this adventurous study of buried feminine and homoerotic themesin Shaw'slife
and work. Whether one agrees or disagrees with her thesis, Peters has produced a fascinating exploration of
the man who lived life in pursuit of "the satisfaction of apassion in us of which we can give no rational
account whatever."

From Publishers Weekly

George Bernard Shaw (1856-1950) was haunted by the idea that he was a reincarnation of William
Shakespeare. According to Peters's startlingly incisive biographical study, full of fresh insights, Shaw saw
himself asin many ways the idealized "superman” of his plays?he heroic artist as moral, powerful and
courageous outsider. Y et Shaw, who hated hypocrisy, was, in Peters's estimate, an arch-hypocrite, touted as a
feminist while he played women off each other in triangular relationships and used the threat of physical
violence to assert control over his mistress, Irish widow Jane Patterson, whom he "pretended to throw out of
(a) window" (in the words of Shaw's diary). Peters, avisiting lecturer at Wesleyan, says Shaw's
unconsummated marriage to Charlotte Payne-Townshend was "a protective but sterile womb" and traces his
misogyny to overidentification with his cold, selfish mother, who dumped Shaw's drunkard father. She
illuminates the vegetarian, teetotaling playwright's obsessions, including his devotion to boxing and
mountain climbing and his preference for unbleached, knitted wool clothing. Preaching eugenics, seeking
spiritual salvation, Shaw projected his romanticized self-image onto the stage in telling parables for
humanity. Photos.

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

The appearance of yet another book on Shaw testifies to his fascination for both academics and the public.
Shaw's life and work have been carefully documented, studied, and analyzed in the last decade, but Peters (a
visiting lecturer at Wesleyan) brings another questioning eye to the exploration of the ambiguities and
passions that formed this great playwright and thinker. Shaw's sexuality, always a good topic of speculation,
is studied here, but one wishes for more insights and in-depth analysis. Peters does devote a chapter to
Shaw's close relationship with the actor and playwright Harley Granville Barker, mainly from Shaw's point
of view. One may not agree with Peters's conclusions, but they will prove to be of interest to anyone
studying Shaw. Recommended for theater collections and academic libraries. (Index and photographs not
seen.)?Susan L. Peters, Emory Univ. Lib., Atlanta

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Edwin Ball:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you alot of new



information. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of several ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Bernard Shaw: The Ascent of the Superman, you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours
guide. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Filiberto Dacosta;

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled
Bernard Shaw: The Ascent of the Superman your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in abook then become one type conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get ahead of. The Bernard Shaw: The Ascent of the Superman giving you one more
experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your better life in this era.
So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased
when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling
out spare time activity?

Karen Nash:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Bernard Shaw: The Ascent of the Superman was bright
colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Bernard Shaw: The Ascent of the
Superman has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective
Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore, not at all of book are make you
bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try
to like reading which.

Joyce Tower:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half parts of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book Bernard Shaw: The Ascent of the Superman
to make your own reading is interesting. Y our own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when
you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about
book and reading through especialy. It isto beinitial opinion for you to like to start a book and go through
it. Beside that the e-book Bernard Shaw: The Ascent of the Superman can to be a newly purchased friend
when you're feel aone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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