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Based on extensive research in India and Pakistan, this new study examines the
ways drumming and voices interconnect over vast areas of South Asia and
considers what it means for instruments to be voice-like and carry textual
messages in particular contexts. Richard K. Wolf employs a hybrid, novelistic
form of presentation in which the fictional protagonist Muharram Ali, aman
obsessed with finding music he believes will dissolve religious and political
barriers, interacts with Wolf's field consultants, to communi cate ethnographic
and historical realities that transcend the local details of any one person'slife.
The result is a daring narrative that follows Muharram Ali on ajourney that
explores how the themes of South Asian Muslims and their neighbors coming
together, moving apart, and relating to God and spiritual intermediaries resonate
across ritua and expressive forms such as drumming and dancing.
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Based on extensive research in India and Pakistan, this new study examines the ways drumming and voices
interconnect over vast areas of South Asiaand considers what it means for instruments to be voice-like and
carry textual messagesin particular contexts. Richard K. Wolf employs a hybrid, noveistic form of
presentation in which the fictional protagonist Muharram Ali, a man obsessed with finding music he believes
will dissolve religious and political barriers, interacts with Wolf's field consultants, to communicate
ethnographic and historical realities that transcend the local details of any one person'slife. Theresultisa
daring narrative that follows Muharram Ali on ajourney that explores how the themes of South Asian
Muslims and their neighbors coming together, moving apart, and relating to God and spiritual intermediaries
resonate across ritual and expressive forms such as drumming and dancing.
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Editorial Review
Review

"As can be expected from Richard K. Wolf, The Voice in the Drum is an erudite and masterful contribution
to South Asian ethnomusicology. But it is more: adeep contribution to experimental writing, full of nuanced
engagement with why the poetics and politics of representation is critical to contemporary music
ethnography.”

--Steven Feld, Distinguished Professor of Anthropology and Music, University of New Mexico

"The Voicein the Drum, by Richard Wolf, Professor of Music and South Asian Studies at Harvard, isa
completely unique development in ethnomusicology. By skillfully drawing out his research interests through
the character of Muharram Ali, Wolf manages to draw the reader into a historical drama of idealism and
naivete falling apart." --Leonardo Reviews

"Emerging afresh from numerous fields of cultural anthropology, including ethnology, ethnomusicology,
humanistic anthropology, linguistics, the anthropology of religion, visual anthropology, and others, The
Voice in the Drum contributes new insights and creates innovative methodol ogies much needed in today's
growing anthropological and empathic understandings of the performance of emotion in South Asian
Islam."--American Anthropol ogist

"Innovative and richly detailed.” --American Ethnologist
About the Author

Richard K. Wolf is Professor of Music and South Asian Studies at Harvard University and editor of
Theorizing the Local: Music, Practice, and Experience in South Asia and Beyond.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Floyd Wyatt:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled The Voice in the Drum: Music, Language, and Emotion in Islamicate
South Asia. Try to make the book The Voicein the Drum: Music, Language, and Emotion in Islamicate
South Asia as your buddy. It meansthat it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside associated
with course make you smarter than in the past. Y eah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes
you alot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new experience
in addition to knowledge with this book.



Christine Clute:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Y es, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go walking,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book called The VVoicein the Drum:
Music, Language, and Emotion in Islamicate South Asia? Maybe it isto get best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do
you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

K atherine Sorenson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensetired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Voice in the Drum: Music,
Language, and Emoation in Islamicate South Asia, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right,
you still wish to missit? What kind of hang type isit? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't
haveit, oh come on itsidentified as reading friends.

Elois Montgomery:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as aresult. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source thisfilled update of news. With
this modern eralike now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. Y ou can add
your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find
the The Voice in the Drum: Music, Language, and Emotion in |slamicate South Asiawhen you required it?
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