
The Ghost in the Tokaido Inn (The Samurai
Mysteries)

By Dorothy Hoobler, Thomas Hoobler

The Ghost in the Tokaido Inn (The Samurai Mysteries) By Dorothy Hoobler,
Thomas Hoobler

While attempting to solve the mystery of a stolen jewel, Seikei, a merchant's son
who longs to be a samurai, joins a group of kabuki actors in eighteenth-century
Japan.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 6-8A Sherlock Holmes-style mystery set in 18th-century Japan. Fourteen-year-old Seikei, son of a tea
merchant, longs to be a samurai, although he knows that this is an inherited honor he can never hope to
attain. While on a business trip, Seikei and his stern father take shelter at the Tokaido Inn where a cruel and
oafish samurai, Lord Hakuseki, is also staying. A precious jewel is stolen from the lord, and a young girl
whom Seikei has just met is accused of the theft. He risks his life by speaking out to defend her and Judge
Ooka, called in to solve the crime, is taken with the boys bravery and enlists his help to solve the mystery.
This sets Seikei onto a dangerous path where he goes backstage at Kabuki theaters, meets an enigmatic actor,
and more than once must act in the honorable way of a samurai. He remains resourceful and courageous,
although he often fears he may be on the wrong path. Judge Ooka maintains a steady presence, urging Seikei
to observe, be logical, and reason out the motives for the crime. The plot builds towards an exciting,
dramatic climax. All of the action is placed solidly in the context of the Tokugawa period of a Japan ruled by
an emperor and a shogun, and pervaded by the need to defend ones honor above all else. An unusual and
satisfying mystery that will be enjoyed by a wide audience.Bruce Anne Shook, Mendenhall Middle School,
Greensboro, NC
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
In eighteenth-century Japan, 14-year-old Seikei is a merchant's son with secret dreams of becoming a
samurai. Although his status in society restricts him from doing anything more than following in his father's
footsteps, Seikei has both the resolve and temperament of a wise, brave warrior. On a stopover at the
Tokaido Inn, Seikei witnesses a legendary ghost stealing a jewel belonging to a samurai. His bravery in
saving a falsely accused guest earns Seikei the respect of Judge Ooka, who hires Seikei to help him
investigate the crime and solve the mystery. With a sharply authentic voice and an adeptly plotted story that
progresses from the haunting ghost legend to the dark, volatile world of a traveling kabuki show, this
mystery builds with stirring intrigue and plays out to a most satisfying conclusion. Rich with atmosphere and
details that teach much of the Japanese culture, this is a fine selection for any YA collection. Roger Leslie

From Kirkus Reviews
The Hooblers (The Cuban American Family Album, 1996, etc.) employ suspense, action, superstition, and
mystery to entrance readers with this tale of 18th-century Japan and a boy's search for honor. Seikei, 14, is
embarrassed to have been born into the merchant class and dreams of becoming a samurai. While on a
business trip with his father, he witnesses the theft of a valuable ruby from a haughty samurai. Drawn into
the case by Judge Ooka, a real historical figure, Seikei plunges into the chase. He finds himself in the
company of Tomomi, a brilliant Kabuki actor and master of acrobatics and swordsmanship. Seikei begins to
admire him, even though he knows that Tomomi is the thief and a Kirishitan, a member of a banned religious
sect. But Tomomi plans much more than theft. He intends to expose and dishonor the man who destroyed his
family; Seikei unwittingly becomes part of his plot, and gets the chance to fulfill his dream. The climatic
scene of a play that exposes the real villain echoes the plot of Hamlet, and may work as an introduction to
Shakespeare's play. Full of adventure, offering a vivid portrait of Shogun-era Japan, this is a remarkable
novel. (Fiction. 12-14) -- Copyright ©1999, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Floyd Wyatt:

Typically the book The Ghost in the Tokaido Inn (The Samurai Mysteries) will bring you to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to
find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Ghost in the Tokaido Inn (The
Samurai Mysteries) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official
web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Lucile Brown:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books in
the top listing in your reading list is usually The Ghost in the Tokaido Inn (The Samurai Mysteries). This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Alonzo Stark:

You will get this The Ghost in the Tokaido Inn (The Samurai Mysteries) by browse the bookstore or Mall.
Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about
your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to
choose appropriate ways for you.

Randy Acevedo:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has
reading's soul or real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for
you. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Ghost in the Tokaido Inn (The Samurai Mysteries) can make
you sense more interested to read.
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