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Fifty of the world's greatest modern buildings, from 1950 to the present,
dissected and analyzed through specially commissioned freehand drawings

After a period in which computation-derived architecture—driven by digital
design tools, data analysis, and new formal expression—has thrived, students and
their teachers have returned to age-old techniques before employing the digital
tools that are a part of every architect’s studio. Tired of the perfectly rendered
screen image, architects are making presentations that are clearly the work of the
hand and the mind, not the computer.

This ambitious publication, organized chronologically, is aimed at a new
generation of architects who take technology for granted, but seek to further
understand the principles of what makes a building meaningful and enduring.
Each of the fifty works of architecture is presented through detailed consideration
of its site, topology, and surroundings; natural light, volumes, and massing;
program and circulation; details, fenestration, and ornamentation. Over 2,500
painstakingly hand-drawn images of the buildings of the past seven decades help
readers return to the core values of understanding site and creating buildings:
looking with the eyes, engaging through direct physical experience, and
constructing by hand.

50+ photographs in black and white and 2,500 line drawings
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Fifty of the world's greatest modern buildings, from 1950 to the present, dissected and analyzed
through specially commissioned freehand drawings

After a period in which computation-derived architecture—driven by digital design tools, data analysis, and
new formal expression—has thrived, students and their teachers have returned to age-old techniques before
employing the digital tools that are a part of every architect’s studio. Tired of the perfectly rendered screen
image, architects are making presentations that are clearly the work of the hand and the mind, not the
computer.

This ambitious publication, organized chronologically, is aimed at a new generation of architects who take
technology for granted, but seek to further understand the principles of what makes a building meaningful
and enduring. Each of the fifty works of architecture is presented through detailed consideration of its site,
topology, and surroundings; natural light, volumes, and massing; program and circulation; details,
fenestration, and ornamentation. Over 2,500 painstakingly hand-drawn images of the buildings of the past
seven decades help readers return to the core values of understanding site and creating buildings: looking
with the eyes, engaging through direct physical experience, and constructing by hand.

50+ photographs in black and white and 2,500 line drawings
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Editorial Review

Review
“Recommended.” (Choice)

About the Author
Anthony Radford is an urban designer and Emeritus Professor of Architecture at The University of Adelaide,
Australia. His recent books include Understanding Sustainable Architecture and Digital Design: A Critical
Introduction.

Amit Srivastava is an architectural historian based at the University of Adelaide.

Selen B. Morkoç is a writer and critic who has practiced and taught architecture and theory in Australia and
Turkey.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Stover:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will want this The Elements of Modern Architecture: Understanding Contemporary
Buildings.

Gene Kistler:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve The Elements of Modern Architecture:
Understanding Contemporary Buildings will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if
you can know about every thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you
bored. It is not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
suited book with you?

Cassandra Rosas:

Beside this particular The Elements of Modern Architecture: Understanding Contemporary Buildings in your
phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the



knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Elements of Modern Architecture: Understanding
Contemporary Buildings because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you sometimes
have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside
your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So
do you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from currently!

Samuel Crader:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source in which
filled update of news. Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book,
novel and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just searching for the The Elements of Modern Architecture: Understanding Contemporary
Buildings when you essential it?
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