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"The desire to understand magic in any specific cultural context is an intellectual
puzzle not only for scholars but believers." - Jim Baker The Cunning Man's
Handbook is a monumental work of phenomenal scope and scholarship,a
comprehensive and challenging exploration of the practices and beliefs of
Cunning Folk in Britain and America between 1550-1900, their heyday.
Exploring the social and theological milieu of the period, the author demonstrates
the essentially Christian nature of Cunning practices, presenting an illuminating
discourse on the concept of magic and its perceived methodol ogies. Operating at
the boundaries of the law and society, between medicine and magic, Cunning
men and women occupied alimina role as healers, charmers and magicians.
Drawing from a huge range of sources, the range of services offered by Cunning
Folk is thoroughly expounded, from divination through astrology and geomancy
to dream interpretation, from charms, spells and curses to conjurations and
treasure hunting. As author Jim Baker states, "The focus here is on the practice of
folk magic and divination for access to the preternatural”. The evolution of
Cunning practices as aliving tradition over a three hundred and fifty year spanis
explored in depth, illustrating their practical and contemporary nature. The
analogous practices of African-American conjure and root work are also
discussed and offer insights into oral fragments of Cunning practices lost to
history, presenting a compelling example of how modernity modifies tradition.
Referencing dozens of Cunning men and women and their practices, this work
offers a unique glimpse into magical history, and the opportunity for readersto
reclaim the practical essence of Cunning Magic.
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scholarship,a comprehensive and challenging exploration of the practices and beliefs of Cunning Folk in
Britain and America between 1550-1900, their heyday. Exploring the social and theological milieu of the
period, the author demonstrates the essentially Christian nature of Cunning practices, presenting an
illuminating discourse on the concept of magic and its perceived methodol ogies. Operating at the boundaries
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evolution of Cunning practices as aliving tradition over athree hundred and fifty year span is exploredin
depth, illustrating their practical and contemporary nature. The analogous practices of African-American
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Editorial Review

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Richard Smith:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new details.
When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictiona works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this The Cunning Man's Handbook: The Practice of English Folk Magic, 1550-1900, you can tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a book.

M elissa Peter son:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyonein thisworld can share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays alwaystry to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them
isthis The Cunning Man's Handbook: The Practice of English Folk Magic, 1550-1900.

Lise Callicoat:

Within this erawhich is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become among it? It isjust simple strategy to have that. What you need
to doisjust spending your time little but quite enough to experience alook at some books. Among the books
in the top collection in your reading list will be The Cunning Man's Handbook: The Practice of English Folk
Magic, 1550-1900. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Naomi Harris:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know



everything we would like. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This guide The Cunning Man's Handbook: The Practice of English Folk Magic,
1550-1900 was filled about science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
selling point of abook, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern eralike at this point, many
ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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