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Roman Catholicism stands at a crossroads, a classic ''best of times, worst of
times'' moment. On the one hand, the Catholic Church remains by far the largest
branch of the worldwide Christian family, and is growing at a remarkable clip.
Yet the Church has also been rocked by a series of scandals related to the sexual
abuse of minors by clergy, and, even more devastating, the cover-up by the
Church hierarchy. The decade-long crisis has taken a massive financial toll, but
the blow to both the internal morale and the external moral standing of the
Church has been even steeper. Today, the Church has enormous residual strength
and exciting future prospects, but also faces steep internal and external
challenges. The question of ''whither Catholicism'' is of vital public relevance, for
believers and non-believers alike. In The Catholic Church: What Everyone Needs
to Know, John L. Allen, Jr., one of the world's leading authorities on the Vatican,
offers an authoritative and accessible guide to the past, present, and future of the
Church. This updated edition includes a new chapter on the resignation of Pope
Benedict XVI, the election of Pope Francis, and his extraordinary tenure thus far.
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What Everyone Needs to Know, John L. Allen, Jr., one of the world's leading authorities on the Vatican,
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

WHAT EVERYONE NEEDS TO KNOW About This Series

Who it's for:

Busy people with diverse interests, ranging from college students to professionals, who wish to inform
themselves in a succinct yet authoritative manner about a particular topic.

What's inside:

An incisive approach to a complex and timely issue, laid out in a straight-forward, question-and-answer
format.

Meet Our Authors

Top experts in their given fields, ranging from an Economist correspondent to a director at the Council on
Foreign Relations, you can trust our authors’ expertise and guidance.

Popular Topics in the "What Everyone Needs to Know" Series

International Politics●

Environmental Policies●

World History●

Sciences & Math●

Religion & Spirituality●



Review

Reviews of the previous edition:

"An excellent handbook for those who want (or need) to know more about the Catholic Church and for those
who think they already know it all." -- Publishers Weekly

"John Allen is the English-speaking world's most informed, most insightful and most balanced commentator
on the Roman Catholic Church today."--America

''Paints a fair-minded picture of the Roman Catholic strain of the faith, its beliefs, its worship and its
structures. [Allen] gets behind the image of stern Catholic uniformity and begins to show what a remarkably
diverse body this really is.'' --Times Literary Supplement

"Allen's engaging writing keeps readers' attention and interest... Highly recommended." --CHOICE

"The best Anglophone Vatican reporter ever."--George Weigel, author of Witness to Hope: The Biography of
Pope John Paul II

"The journalist other reporters-and not a few cardinals-look to for the inside story on how all the pope's men
direct the world's largest church."--Kenneth Woodward, Newsweek

"The most authoritative writer on Vatican affairs in the English language."--The Tablet

About the Author

John L. Allen Jr. is an Associate Editor at the Boston Globe and the Senior Vatican Analyst for CNN, and
was previously Senior Correspondent for the National Catholic Reporter. He is also the author of seven
books on the Vatican and Catholic affairs, including The Future Church: How Ten Trends Are
Revolutionizing the Catholic Church and All the Pope's Men: The Inside Story of How the Vatican Really
Thinks. His most recent book is The Global War on Christians.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Erica Clark:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Catholic Church: What Everyone Needs to
Know® as the daily resource information.

Brooke Jenkins:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing video
games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can read the book. It
is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole day to reading a
guide. The book The Catholic Church: What Everyone Needs to Know® it is extremely good to read. There
are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In the
event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore
very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high
quality.

Lana Alvis:

Why? Because this The Catholic Church: What Everyone Needs to Know® is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the
content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good
for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will
give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your
critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Susan Frame:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Catholic Church: What
Everyone Needs to Know® which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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