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Being critical and empirically grounded, the book explores the complex, often
counter-balancing consequences of the involvement of traditional authority in the
wave of democratization and liberal-style state-building that has rolled over sub-
Saharan Africain the past decade.
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Editorial Review
Review

" State Recognition and Democratization in Sub-Saharan Africa addresses one of the central challenges of
contemporary democracy in Africawith seriousness and sophistication. Any simplistic notions that
traditional leaders provide a panacea for democratic deficits are rendered invalid through rich empirical
investigations, revealing the connections between the recognition of traditional authorities and global
discourses and strategies of governance. Empirically rich and theoretically grounded, this excellent
collection isacrucia reminder that the democratic potential of traditional structures cannot be taken for
granted, but requires critical scrutiny.” - Rita Abrahamsen, Professor of Postcolonia Studies, University of
Wales, United Kingdom

"Buur sand Kyed swork offers a coherent and insightful analysis of al the complexitiesin the articulation
of traditional chieftaincy and the state in Africain the 1990 s. This book supersedes simplistic interpretations
of the return of chieftaincy as being good or bad for democratisation. It shows that both local state and chiefs
are re-shaping themselves in this articulation. Moreover, the book shows how thisis further complicated by
the intervention of neo-liberal donorswith their novel and somewhat surprising love of tradition. A rich
empirical collection with forceful analytic coherence." - Peter Geschiere, Professor of African anthropology,
University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands

"The book isvaluablein its contribution to understanding post-1900 democratic development in Africa. -
Joleen Steyn-Kotze, Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University

About the Author

LARS BUUR (PhD) is a Senior Researcher at the Danish Institute for International Studies and a Research
Associate of the Wits Institute for Social and Economic Research, Johannesburg, South Africa, with long-
term field research experience in South Africa and Mozambiqgue. His current research focuses on traditional
leaders and the politics of decentralization and governance in Mozambique. His major publications to date
are (as co-editor) Everyday Policing in South Africa (2004); the anthol ogies The Security-Devel opment
Nexus: Expressions of Sovereignty and Securitization in Southern Africa (2007); and State Recognition of
Local Authorities and Public Participation: Experiences, Obstacles and Possibilities in Mozambique (2007).
He has published several articles in Anthropology and Humanism, FOLK (Royal Danish Ethnographic
Society), African Studies, Review of African Political Economy, Journal of South African Sudies and
Development and Change, as well as numerous peer-reviewed book articles on human rights, truth and
reconciliation, vigilantism, traditional authority and sovereignty.

HELENE MARIA KYED isaPhD candidate at Roskilde University and the Danish Institute for
International Studies, Denmark, with an MA honorsin Social Anthropology from Aarhus University. Her
master's thesis dealt with decentralization and local politicsin Zimbabwe. At the moment, she is completing
her PhD thesis on State Formalization of Traditional Authority: State Formation, Decentralization and
Changing Forms of Authority in Mozambique, based on fourteen months of fieldwork in Manica Province.
She has co-edited an anthology, State Recognition of Local Authorities and Public Participation:
Experiences, Obstacles and Possibilities in Mozambique, to be published in 2007. She has published articles



in Development and Change and the Journal of Southern African Sudies, as well as peer-reviewed chapters
in The Security-Devel opment Nexus and Global Vigilantes on the topics of traditional authority and local
forms of justice enforcement and policing.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Corine Ramirez;

This State Recognition and Democratization in Sub-Saharan Africa: A New Dawn for Traditional
Authorities? (Governance, Security and Development) are generally reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The reason of this State Recognition and Democratization in Sub-
Saharan Africac A New Dawn for Traditional Authorities? (Governance, Security and Development) can be
among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed
anyone with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book will be handy, you can
bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditionsin e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
State Recognition and Demacratization in Sub-Saharan Africa: A New Dawn for Traditional Authorities?
(Governance, Security and Development) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for examplerich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
and luxuriate in reading.

Charles Smith:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get alot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth alwaystry to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of
them is this State Recognition and Democratization in Sub-Saharan Africa: A New Dawn for Traditional
Authorities? (Governance, Security and Development).

Princess Bequette:

The guide with title State Recognition and Democratization in Sub-Saharan Africa: A New Dawn for
Traditional Authorities? (Governance, Security and Development) includes alot of information that you can
find out it. Y ou can get alot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That isimportant to yo7u
to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the globalization.
Y ou can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.



Randy Mosley:

The book untitled State Recognition and Democratization in Sub-Saharan Africa: A New Dawn for
Traditional Authorities? (Governance, Security and Development) contain alot of information on that. The
writer explains your ex ideawith easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do
certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The author will take
you in the new time of literary works. Y ou can easily read this book because you can read more your smart
phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
available their official web-site aswell as order it. Have a nice study.
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