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Alongside the familiar pitched battles, regular sieges, and large-scale
manoeuvres, medieval and early modern wars also involved assassination,
abduction, treason and sabotage. These undercover operations were aimed
chiefly against key individuals, mostly royalty or the leaders of the opposing
army, and against key fortified places, including bridges, mills and dams.
However, because of their clandestine nature, these deeds of `derring-do' have
not been studied in any detail, a major gap which this book fills. It surveys a wide
variety of special operations, from the eleventh to the sixteenth century. It then
analyzes in greater depth six select and exciting operations: the betrayal of
Antioch in 1098; the attempt to rescue King Baldwin II from the dungeon of
Khartpert in 1123; the assassination of Conrad of Montferrat in 1192; the attempt
to storm Calais in 1350; the `dirty war' waged by the rulers of France and
Burgundy in the 1460s and 1470s; and the demolition of the flour mill of Auriol
in 1536. Dr YUVAL NOAH HARARI teaches at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem, and is the author of Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind.
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Editorial Review

Review
Unequivocally illustrate(s) the importance of special operations and of small scale initiatives in medieval
warfare. Harari's prose and research will appeal to both academics and enthusiasts of military history.
Special Operations in the Age of Chivalry, 1100-1550 is a great contribution to the field and should inspire
many more studies. DE RE MILITARI The prose is detailed but very clear and coloured plates, maps, etc.,
help. BIBLIOTHQUE D'HUMANISME ET RENAISSANCE A scholarly but eminently readable account of
undercover operations in medieval warfare. CLASSIC ARMS & MILITARIA An entertaining but also
learned book, from which it is possible to glean much about medieval military history. BBC HISTORY
MAGAZINE A wide-ranging study, which sets medieval warfare in a novel perspective. EHRHighly
readable.(...) This is a popular book, but a scholarly one and a worthy addition to the well-known series
Warfare in History. CRUSADES Recommended. CHOICE

About the Author
Professor YUVAL NOAH HARARI teaches at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, and is the author of the
international bestseller Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carol Williams:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Special Operations in the Age of Chivalry, 1100-1550
(Warfare in History) was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Special
Operations in the Age of Chivalry, 1100-1550 (Warfare in History) has many kinds or style. Start from kids
until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character
on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out.
Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.

Andres Edelman:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of book Special
Operations in the Age of Chivalry, 1100-1550 (Warfare in History). You can add your knowledge by it.
Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Quentin Taylor:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you



also know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is
actually Special Operations in the Age of Chivalry, 1100-1550 (Warfare in History).

Barbara Guevara:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Special Operations in the Age of
Chivalry, 1100-1550 (Warfare in History) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current
skill of reading ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make
you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st
opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book Special Operations in the
Age of Chivalry, 1100-1550 (Warfare in History) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel
alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of the time.
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