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Rhetoric was once an essential part of western education. Aristotle wrote an
important treatise on it and Demosthenes remains famous to this day for his skills
as a rhetorician. But skill with rhetoric today is no longer admired. Rhetoric is
often seen as a synonym for shallow, deceptive language-empty words, empty
rhetoric--and therefore as something quite negative. But if we view rhetoric in
more neutral terms, as the "art of persuasion," it is clear that we are all forced to
engage with it at some level, if only because we are constantly exposed to the
rhetoric of others. In this Very Short Introduction, Richard Toye explores the
purpose of rhetoric. Rather than presenting a defense of it, he considers it as the
foundation-stone of civil society, and an essential part of any democratic process.
Using wide-ranging examples from ancient Greece, medieval Islamic preaching,
the wartime speeches of Winston Churchill, and modern cinema, Toye considers
why we should all have an appreciation of the art of rhetoric.

About the Series:

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions
to a wide range of subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics,
Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the Bible. Not simply a textbook
of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--yet
always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given
discipline or field. Every Very Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of
the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has developed and how it
has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major
academic discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference
library. Whatever the area of study that one deems important or appealing,
whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short Introductions
series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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Rhetoric was once an essential part of western education. Aristotle wrote an important treatise on it and
Demosthenes remains famous to this day for his skills as a rhetorician. But skill with rhetoric today is no
longer admired. Rhetoric is often seen as a synonym for shallow, deceptive language-empty words, empty
rhetoric--and therefore as something quite negative. But if we view rhetoric in more neutral terms, as the "art
of persuasion," it is clear that we are all forced to engage with it at some level, if only because we are
constantly exposed to the rhetoric of others. In this Very Short Introduction, Richard Toye explores the
purpose of rhetoric. Rather than presenting a defense of it, he considers it as the foundation-stone of civil
society, and an essential part of any democratic process. Using wide-ranging examples from ancient Greece,
medieval Islamic preaching, the wartime speeches of Winston Churchill, and modern cinema, Toye
considers why we should all have an appreciation of the art of rhetoric.

About the Series:

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply a textbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Holmes:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Rhetoric: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). Try to
the actual book Rhetoric: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) as your close friend. It
means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course make you
smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot more confidence
because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this
book.

Sherrill Height:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Rhetoric: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how
is important a new book Rhetoric: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or
perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's read.

Mattie Regan:

This Rhetoric: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is completely new way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this Rhetoric: A Very
Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make them feel
sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a publication especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just read
this e-book sort for your better life and knowledge.



Terry Brown:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With
the book Rhetoric: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) we can consider more advantage.
Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best
book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book Rhetoric: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions). You can more desirable than now.
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