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It is common to hear talk of how music can inspire crowds, move individuals and
mobilise movements. We know too of how governments can live in fear of its
effects, censor its sounds and imprison its creators. At the same time, there are
other governments that use music for propaganda or for torture. All of these
examples speak to the idea of music's political importance. But while we may
share these assumptions about music's power, we rarely stop to analyse what it is
about organised sound - about notes and rhythms - that has the effects attributed
to it.

This is the first book to examine systematically music's political power. It shows
how music has been at the heart of accounts of political order, at how musicians
from Bono to Lily Allen have claimed to speak for peoples and political causes.
It looks too at the emergence of music as an object of public policy, whether in
the classroom or in the copyright courts, whether as focus of national pride or
employment opportunities.

The book brings together a vast array of ideas about music's political significance
(from Aristotle to Rousseau, from Adorno to Deleuze) and new empirical data to
tell a story of the extraordinary potency of music across time and space. At the
heart of the book lies the argument that music and politics are inseparably linked,
and that each animates the other.
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It is common to hear talk of how music can inspire crowds, move individuals and mobilise movements. We
know too of how governments can live in fear of its effects, censor its sounds and imprison its creators. At
the same time, there are other governments that use music for propaganda or for torture. All of these
examples speak to the idea of music's political importance. But while we may share these assumptions about
music's power, we rarely stop to analyse what it is about organised sound - about notes and rhythms - that
has the effects attributed to it.

This is the first book to examine systematically music's political power. It shows how music has been at the
heart of accounts of political order, at how musicians from Bono to Lily Allen have claimed to speak for
peoples and political causes. It looks too at the emergence of music as an object of public policy, whether in
the classroom or in the copyright courts, whether as focus of national pride or employment opportunities.

The book brings together a vast array of ideas about music's political significance (from Aristotle to
Rousseau, from Adorno to Deleuze) and new empirical data to tell a story of the extraordinary potency of
music across time and space. At the heart of the book lies the argument that music and politics are
inseparably linked, and that each animates the other.
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Editorial Review

Review
"No, this is not another book about Sting, Bono and St Bob doing their good works while singing of the
world's troubles. Rather, it is a serious, intelligent and surprisingly comprehensive study of the complex
interplay between music and politics ... This is a meticulously researched book, which makes a powerful case
for the enduring importance of music and its vital role in politics."
Sydney Morning Herald

"Unearths a submerged tradition in political thought that gives music a central place. Exploring the politics
of the star rating system, the ability of musical events such as Rock Against Racism to stir people into
political action, censorship and music policy and the role of the musician as political advocate, Street argues
that whenever music inspires collective thought and action, it becomes a political act."
The Age

"Dives into this world of power, influence and catchy choruses with gusto. Music and Politics is a great
book. Readable, provocative and incredibly informative, Street walks the tightrope between academic and
fan."
R2 Magazine

"No other scholar is better positioned or as well equipped as Street to tease out the manifold ties that bind
together the musical and the political."
Music and Letters

"A thought-provoking analysis of the role of music in shaping how we see the world and how we organise
ourselves. Whether music truly is politics, and politics music, is a matter of contention. What is clear is the
political power of music as a force in our lives."
Songlines

"A must read for scholars interested in music as well as politics, and also for those music lovers who are
willing to learn more about topical participatory events of wester popular music like Woodstock, Rock
Against Racism and Live 8."
Journal of Contemporary European Studies

"John Street's Music and Politics is splendid. Drawing deftly on a unique blend of encyclopedic knowledge
about popular music and mastery of political theories, Street helps us see how music matters, why culture
counts, and how political affiliation emerges out of public processes and private practices."
George Lipsitz, author of Footsteps in the Dark: The Hidden Histories of Popular Music

"From ancient Athens to Zimbabwe; from Amnesty International and A+ albums to white supremacists and
the songs of the Wombles; John Street confronts the serious and the silly. Blending passions of a pop fan
with the skepticism of the scholarly critic, this book offers an indispensable guide to how musicians make
politics and politicians manipulate music."
Keith Negus, University of London

"With a breadth and depth that one would expect to find in an edited collection, John Street's Music and
Politics argues for expansive definitions of music and the political without inflating them beyond all



meaning. The book problematizes all the intricacies of the relationship between the two, even as it
interrogates the crucial connections that make them inseparable."
Reebee Garofalo, University of Massachusetts

From the Back Cover
It is common to hear talk of how music can inspire crowds, move individuals and mobilise movements. We
know too of how governments can live in fear of its effects, censor its sounds and imprison its creators. At
the same time, there are other governments that use music for propaganda or for torture. All of these
examples speak to the idea of music’s political importance. But while we may share these assumptions about
music’s power, we rarely stop to analyse what it is about organised sound - about notes and rhythms - that
has the effects attributed to it.

This is the first book to examine systematically music’s political power. It shows how music has been at the
heart of accounts of political order, at how musicians from Bono to Lily Allen have claimed to speak for
peoples and political causes. It looks too at the emergence of music as an object of public policy, whether in
the classroom or in the copyright courts, whether as focus of national pride or employment opportunities.

The book brings together a vast array of ideas about music’s political significance (from Aristotle to
Rousseau, from Adorno to Deleuze) and new empirical data to tell a story of the extraordinary potency of
music across time and space. At the heart of the book lies the argument that music and politics are
inseparably linked, and that each animates the other.

About the Author
John Street is Professor of Politics at University of East Anglia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frank Dawson:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Music and Politics. You can choose the best book if
you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book Music and Politics. You can
add understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact
from book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known.
About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well
as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's go through.

Marion Richey:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Music and Politics is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this
era.



Bernice Cofield:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is
look different you can read any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you
can spent the whole day to reading a guide. The book Music and Politics it doesn't matter what good to read.
There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In
the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can
m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers
high quality.

Judy Sigmund:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Music and Politics was multi-colored and of course has
pictures on the website. As we know that book Music and Politics has many kinds or genre. Start from kids
until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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