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What have English terms such as 'civil society', 'democracy', 'development' or
'nationalism' come to mean in an Indian context and how have their meanings
and uses changed over time? Why are they the subjects of so much debate - in
their everyday uses as well as amongst scholars? How did a concept such as
'Hinduism' come to be framed, and what does it mean now? What is 'caste'? Does
it have quite the same meaning now as in the past? Why is the idea of 'faction' so
significant in modern India? Why has the idea of 'empowerment' come to be used
so extensively? These are the sorts of questions that are addressed in this book.

Keywords for Modern India is modelled after the classic exploration of English
culture and society through the study of keywords - words that are 'strong,
important and persuasive' - by Raymond Williams. The book, like Williams'
Keywords, is not a dictionary or an encyclopaedia. Williams said that his was 'an
inquiry into a vocabulary', and Keywords for Modern India presents just such an
inquiry into the vocabulary deployed in writing in and about India in the English
language - which has long been and is becoming ever more a critically important
language in India's culture and society. Exploring the changing uses and
contested meanings of common but significant words is a powerful and
illuminating way of understanding contemporary India, for scholars and for
students, and for general readers.
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What have English terms such as 'civil society', 'democracy', 'development' or 'nationalism' come to mean in
an Indian context and how have their meanings and uses changed over time? Why are they the subjects of so
much debate - in their everyday uses as well as amongst scholars? How did a concept such as 'Hinduism'
come to be framed, and what does it mean now? What is 'caste'? Does it have quite the same meaning now as
in the past? Why is the idea of 'faction' so significant in modern India? Why has the idea of 'empowerment'
come to be used so extensively? These are the sorts of questions that are addressed in this book.

Keywords for Modern India is modelled after the classic exploration of English culture and society through
the study of keywords - words that are 'strong, important and persuasive' - by Raymond Williams. The book,
like Williams' Keywords, is not a dictionary or an encyclopaedia. Williams said that his was 'an inquiry into a
vocabulary', and Keywords for Modern India presents just such an inquiry into the vocabulary deployed in
writing in and about India in the English language - which has long been and is becoming ever more a
critically important language in India's culture and society. Exploring the changing uses and contested
meanings of common but significant words is a powerful and illuminating way of understanding
contemporary India, for scholars and for students, and for general readers.
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From reader reviews:

Troy Munoz:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Keywords for Modern India. You can choose the best
book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book Keywords for
Modern India. You can add information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely
right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or
abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it
when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Susan Parker:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book Keywords for Modern India.
All type of book would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or other social
media.

Edgar Workman:

The actual book Keywords for Modern India will bring you to the new experience of reading any book. The
author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very
acceptable to you. The book Keywords for Modern India is much recommended to you you just read. You
can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Alicia Romero:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Keywords for Modern India, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is
it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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