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Editorial Review
Review

"...The book revesals the complex realities of the beautiful and strife-torn valley, and how women continue to
suffer at the hands of both state and non-state actors. Nyla probes the role of reactionary women's
organisations such as the Dukhtaraan e Millat that use questionable tactics to propagate a patriarchal culture
and enforce Islamic dress codes, robbing Kashmiri women of the freedom they traditionally enjoyed." -The
Friday Times

'In reading awork with the depth and scope of Dr. Nyla Ali Khan's new book, Islam, Women, and Violence
in Kashmir, one enters awork so compelling that, as with good fiction, time seems to stop. One travels
through an imaginative landscape when one ventures into the unknown, and as a citizen of the USA, | had no
preconceptions to inhibit me from afull-on absorption of what has transpired in the former princely state of
Jammu and Kashmir.

First, and perhaps surprisingly to Dr. Khan, | found the personalities of two figuresin the book even more
compelling than the anguish of realizing that India and Pakistan took aregion that was idyllic, and not
broken, and 'fixed it' to open the door for religious combat, misogyny, and imperialist cannibalism by both
those nuclear powers. What had been the glory of Kashmir - its incredible geography and cultural syncretism
- has become its chief vulnerability in the political and bellicose spheres. But these two figures - the poet
Lalla-Ded and the author's grandfather, Sheikh Mohammed Abdullah - impart such a potent and electric
presence for the good that one ends up believing that their enduring examples will somehow keep the twin
giants at bay.' - Jim Drummond of the Jim Drummond Law Firm in Oklahoma City,
(http://nylaalikhan.wordpress.com/books/i slam-women-and-violence-in-
kashmir_between_india_and_pakistan/book-review-by-jim-drummond/)

'Nyla Ali Khan documents the resultant violence and disenfranchisement of the people of Jammu and
Kashmir in her forceful cultural history entitled Islam, Women & Violence in Kashmir: Between Indiaand
Pakistan. Khan'sintention, as stated in her Introduction, is to investigate the cultural and political forces at
work in Jammu and Kashmir (J&K), aswell asin Indiaand Pakistan, that result in various nationalist
understandings of Kashmiri identity, and in particular to critique the limited agency of women and the
underclass within many of these identity constructions. Khan writes from a unigue vantage point: sheis not
only awoman and a Kashmiri, but also the granddaughter of Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah, the first prime
minister of J& K. Her interviews of key playersin Kashmir, which she uses alongside the standard scholarly
texts, oral histories, ethnographic field work, and personal and familial reminiscences, create this powerful
book, at once acry of pain for decades of oppression and violence, and a call to action for Kashmiri
autonomy.' - Robin Field, South Asian Review

"I highly recommend Islam, Women, and Violence in Kashmir. Nyla Khan has written avery vivid,
engaging, and insightful book analyzing the development of the Kashmiri crisis through literature, history,
and ethnography while foregrounding the status of women. She leads the reader to a deeper understanding of
this complex, continually unfolding crisis and clarifies issues that will need to be addressed as Kashmir
moves on its future path.” - World Literature Today

"NylaKhan's Islam, Women, and Violence in Kashmir: Between India and Pakistan (2010) is extremely



significant and timely for two reasons: first, she traces the political and cultural history of Kashmir's demand
for selfdetermination through the category of 'Kashmiriyat,' which draws on the vibrant diversity of
Kashmir's cultural and political heritage, and second, her project is feminist, drawing on the intersectionality
of gender, sexuality, religious identity, and ethnicity in discussing the varied forms of resistance in
Kashmir." - Pakistaniaat: A Journal of Pakistan Studies

'‘Kashmir has been caught for seven decades between India and Pakistan. During the past two of these
decades, it has experienced traumatic waves of insurgency and counterinsurgency, causing an estimated
50,000 deaths and 4,000 disappearances. Khan, scholar and activigt, reflects on this history from two
intertwined perspectives: as afeminist postcolonial cultural critic and as a passionate advocate of Kashmiri
national sovereignty. Her research for Islam, Women, and Violence in Kashmir includes examination not
only of the usual books, articles, and official documents, but also of oral histories, family and personal
testimonies, plus several dozen interviews with key figures amply cited. Along the way Khan poignantly
evokes Kashmir's pre-war syncretic culture (Kashmiriyat), the ancient vernacular poetry of LallaDed, and
the serene beauty of the Valley as counterpoints to the current militarized political and sectarian chaos.' -
Vincent B. Leitch, George Lynn Cross Research Professor and Paul and Carol Daube Sutton Chair in
English, University of Oklahoma

'Composed with love by the granddaughter of the Lion of Kashmir, Khan's thoroughly engaging history of
her homeland brings welcome attention to the cultural roots that sustain the 'scathed' inhabitants of one of the
world's most beautiful warzones. Comparing the people of Jammu and Kashmir to Adam and Eve
wandering, with glazed eyes, through the Garden of Eden after defying Y ahweh, Khan echoes Frantz Fanon's
recognition that colonization has real effectsin the psyches of the colonized and among them isthe blurring
of nationalist self-imagining. Harking back to 14th century mystic poet Lalla-Ded to exemplify and retrieve
the role of Kashmiri women from the 'archives of memory,' Khan offers a uniquely informed cross-
disciplinary project, using political history and oral historiography to shape a composite cultural analysis
intent on preserving for the future reclamation of Kashmiris their own distinct identity currently held hostage
by two angry siblings.' - John C. Hawley, Professor of English at Santa Clara University and author of
Amitav Ghosh: An Introduction and co-editor of The Postcolonia and the Global

About the Author
Nyla Ali Khan is avisiting professor of English at the University of Oklahoma.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Dorothy Pear ce:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students because they're still students or the ideafor all peoplein
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that
they don't want do that. Y ou must know how great as well asimportant the book Islam, Women, and
Violence in Kashmir: Between India and Pakistan (Comparative Feminist Studies). All type of book could
you see on many sources. Y ou can look for the internet resources or other social media.



Geraldine Moreno:

Islam, Women, and Violence in Kashmir: Between India and Pakistan (Comparative Feminist Studies) can
be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this
guide has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his’her effort to place every
word into joy arrangement in writing Islam, Women, and Violence in Kashmir: Between India and Pakistan
(Comparative Feminist Studies) but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition
to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn you
into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Tamara Evans:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short period of timeto read it because pretty much everything time you only find
publication that need more time to be study. Islam, Women, and Violence in Kashmir: Between India and
Pakistan (Comparative Feminist Studies) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who
have those short extra time problems.

Stacia Cobb:

Y ou will get this Islam, Women, and Violence in Kashmir: Between India and Pakistan (Comparative
Feminist Studies) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve
difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply
written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern eralike now, you just
looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to
get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still up-date. Let'stry to choose suitable ways for you.
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