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Explains how and why human cultures vary so greatly across space and time
Human Culture: Highlights of Cultural Anthropology, 3/e helps students
understand how humans vary culturally and why they got to be that way. It
provides both a comprehensive and scientific introduction to cultural
anthropology. This new edition has an expanded and updated focus on
environmental issues.

REVEL from Pearson is an immersive learning experience designed for the way
today’ s student read, think, and learn. REVEL modernizes familiar and respected
course content with dynamic media interactives and assessments, and empowers
educators to increase engagement in the course, better connecting with students.
The result isincreased student engagement and improved learning.

Teaching and L earning Experience
This program will provide a better teaching and |earning experience- for you and
your students. It:

- Immersive Learning Experiences with REVEL: REVEL deliversimmersive
learning experiences designed for the way today's students read, think, and
learn.

- Engaging Pedagogically-Driven Design: Learning Objectivesin each chapter
correspond to chapter summary materials

- A Clear Understanding of humans: Readers will learn the major variationsin
human kinship, economic, political, and religious systems and why it is
significant.

- Focuson Contemporary issues. Students will understand contemporary social
problems and how anthropology might be used to address them.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

Carol R. Ember started at Antioch College as a chemistry major. She began taking social science courses
because some were required, but she soon found herself intrigued. There were lots of questions without
answers, and she became excited about the possibility of a research career in social science. She spent ayear
in graduate school at Cornell studying sociology before continuing on to Harvard, where she studied
anthropology primarily with John and Beatrice Whiting.

For her Ph.D. dissertation she worked among the Luo of Kenya. While there she noticed that many boys
were assigned “girls work,” such as babysitting and household chores, because their mothers (who did most
of the agriculture) did not have enough girlsto help out. She decided to study the possible effects of task
assignment on the social behavior of boys. Using systematic behavior observations, she compared girls, boys
who did agreat deal of girls work, and boys who did little such work. She found that boys assigned girls
work were intermediate in many social behaviors, compared with the other boys and girls. Later, she did
cross-cultural research on variation in marriage, family, descent groups, and war and peace, mainly in
collaboration with Melvin Ember, whom she married in 1970. All of these cross-cultural studies tested
theories on data for worldwide samples of societies.

From 1970 to 1996, she taught at Hunter College of the City University of New Y ork. She has served as
president of the Society of Cross-Cultural Research and was one of the directors of the Summer Institutesin
Comparative Anthropological Research, which were funded by the National Science Foundation. From 1996
until 2009 she served as executive director of the Human Relations Area Files, Inc. (HRAF), anonprofit
research agency at Yale University. She was appointed President of HRAF in 2010. Sheis also currently
Past-President of the Society for Anthropological Sciences.

After graduating from Columbia College, M elvin Ember went to Yae University for his Ph.D. His mentor
at Y ale was George Peter Murdock, an anthropol ogist who was instrumental in promoting cross-cultural
research and building a full-text database on the cultures of the world to facilitate cross-cultural hypothesis
testing. This database came to be known as the Human Relations Area Files (HRAF) because it was
originally sponsored by the Institute of Human Relations at Y ale. Growing in annual installments and now
distributed in electronic format, the HRAF database currently covers more than 410 cultures, past and
present, all over the world.

Melvin Ember did fieldwork for his dissertation in American Samoa, where he conducted a comparison of
three villages to study the effects of commercialization on political life. In addition, he did research on
descent groups and how they changed with the increase of buying and selling. His cross-cultural studies
focused originally on variation in marital residence and descent groups. He has also done cross-cultural
research on the relationship between economic and political development, the origin and extension of the
incest taboo, the causes of polygyny, and how archaeological correlates of social customs can help us draw
inferences about the past.

After four years of research at the National Institute of Mental Health, he taught at Antioch College and then
Hunter College of the City University of New Y ork. He has served as president of the Society for Cross-
Cultural Research. From 1987 until his death in 2009, he was president of HRAF.



Peter N. Peregrine came to anthropology after completing an undergraduate degree in English. He found
anthropology’s social scientific approach to understanding humans more appealing than the humanistic
approach he had learned as an English major. He undertook an ethnohistorical study of the relationship
between Jesuit missionaries and Native American peoples for his master’s degree and realized that he needed
to study archaeology to understand the cultural interactions experienced by Native Americans prior to
contact with the Jesuits.

While working on his PhD at Purdue University, Peter Peregrine did research on the prehistoric
Mississippian cultures of the eastern United States. He found that interactions between groups were common
and had been shaping Native American cultures for centuries. Native Americans approached contact with the
Jesuits simply as another in along string of intercultural exchanges. He also found that relatively little
research had been done on Native American interactions and decided that comparative research was a good
place to begin examining the topic. In 1990, he participated in the Summer Institute in Comparative
Anthropological Research, where he met Carol R. Ember and Melvin Ember/

Peter Peregrineis professor of anthropology at Lawrence University in Appleton, Wisconsin and external
professor at the Santa Fe Institute in Santa Fe, New Mexico. He also serves as research associate for the
Human Relations Area Files. He continues to do archaeological research, and to teach anthropology and
archaeology to undergraduate students.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jennifer Carter:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Human Culture: Highlights of Cultural
Anthropology (3rd Edition). Y ou can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know
about how isimportant some sort of book Human Culture: Highlights of Cultural Anthropology (3rd
Edition). Y ou can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right,
mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you
will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could
open abook or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to
gotothelibrary. Let'slearn.

Jessie Lloyd:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Human Culture: Highlights of Cultural Anthropology (3rd Edition) your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and explanation that
will maybe you never get prior to. The Human Culture: Highlights of Cultural Anthropology (3rd Edition)
giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details for your
better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
paying spare time activity?



Evelyn Spencer:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Human Culture: Highlights of Cultural
Anthropology (3rd Edition) book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Human
Culture: Highlights of Cultural Anthropology (3rd Edition) as good book not simply by the cover but also
with the content. Thisis one e-book that can break don't judge book by itsinclude, so do you still needing
one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense aready alerted you so
why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Jeffrey Martinez:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Human Culture: Highlights of Cultural
Anthropology (3rd Edition) or others sources were given information for you. After you know how the good
abook, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students
especially. Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Human Culture: Highlights of Cultural Anthropology (3rd Edition) to make
your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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