
Europe, 1648-1815: From the Old Regime to
the Age of Revolution

By Robin W. Winks, Thomas E. Kaiser

Europe, 1648-1815: From the Old Regime to the Age of Revolution By Robin
W. Winks, Thomas E. Kaiser

In 1648, Europe was reeling from the destabilizing effects of religious conflict,
economic change, and social upheaval. The issues that divided the Church in the
late Middle Ages had forced Europeans to choose sides in a bitter and bloody
Catholic/Protestant conflict. A powerful capitalist movement had broken down
old social ties, leading to the near disappearance of serfdom in Western Europe
and to the formation of a larger merchant class in the cities. The discoveries of
the Scientific Revolution had begun to corrode old certainties about the universe,
just as the exploration of the New World was revealing the existence of peoples,
cultures, and even continents that would have been unimaginable to previous
generations. In the face of such chaos, which led many to fear that society was
heading towards an utter breakdown, the European elite engaged in a desperate
effort to restore order. Between 1648 and 1750, peoples and governments
throughout Europe sought to contain the shift toward anarchy through the
reinforcement of religious orthodoxies, the strengthening of national states, and
the stiffening of social hierarchies. But by the later eighteenth century, the
success of this effort led paradoxically to new institutional and intellectual
demands for change. The search for order had given way to a quest for progress.
A new movement known as "the Enlightenment" was transforming the old order,
and revolution was about to become a Western tradition.
Europe, 1648-1815 is a concise narrative of this fascinating epoch in European
history. Framing the events of the period in terms of two successive movements--
the search for order and the pursuit of reform--this book surveys the political,
economic, social, and cultural events of the period, from the rise of absolutism to
the campaigns of Napoleon, from the creation of European empires in the
Americas to the controversies of the Enlightenment. With numerous selections
from primary sources, a detailed and updated bibliography, a chronology of the
period, and numerous illustrations, Europe, 1648-1815 is indispensable for
courses on Early Modern Europe. It can be used as a stand-alone textbook or in
conjunction with supplementary readings.
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In 1648, Europe was reeling from the destabilizing effects of religious conflict, economic change, and social
upheaval. The issues that divided the Church in the late Middle Ages had forced Europeans to choose sides
in a bitter and bloody Catholic/Protestant conflict. A powerful capitalist movement had broken down old
social ties, leading to the near disappearance of serfdom in Western Europe and to the formation of a larger
merchant class in the cities. The discoveries of the Scientific Revolution had begun to corrode old certainties
about the universe, just as the exploration of the New World was revealing the existence of peoples, cultures,
and even continents that would have been unimaginable to previous generations. In the face of such chaos,
which led many to fear that society was heading towards an utter breakdown, the European elite engaged in a
desperate effort to restore order. Between 1648 and 1750, peoples and governments throughout Europe
sought to contain the shift toward anarchy through the reinforcement of religious orthodoxies, the
strengthening of national states, and the stiffening of social hierarchies. But by the later eighteenth century,
the success of this effort led paradoxically to new institutional and intellectual demands for change. The
search for order had given way to a quest for progress. A new movement known as "the Enlightenment" was
transforming the old order, and revolution was about to become a Western tradition.
Europe, 1648-1815 is a concise narrative of this fascinating epoch in European history. Framing the events
of the period in terms of two successive movements--the search for order and the pursuit of reform--this
book surveys the political, economic, social, and cultural events of the period, from the rise of absolutism to
the campaigns of Napoleon, from the creation of European empires in the Americas to the controversies of
the Enlightenment. With numerous selections from primary sources, a detailed and updated bibliography, a
chronology of the period, and numerous illustrations, Europe, 1648-1815 is indispensable for courses on
Early Modern Europe. It can be used as a stand-alone textbook or in conjunction with supplementary
readings.
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About the Author
Robin W. Winks is at Yale University. Thomas E. Kaiser is at University of Arkansas-Little Rock.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Wilma Blue:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
e-book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
really feel happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Europe, 1648-
1815: From the Old Regime to the Age of Revolution is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Herbert Turley:

The book untitled Europe, 1648-1815: From the Old Regime to the Age of Revolution contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by
famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book because
you can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime.
In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it.
Have a nice learn.

Chung England:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Europe, 1648-1815: From the Old
Regime to the Age of Revolution which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Fred Nelson:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes



studying, not only science book and also novel and Europe, 1648-1815: From the Old Regime to the Age of
Revolution or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you
feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those books
are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes
Europe, 1648-1815: From the Old Regime to the Age of Revolution to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Download and Read Online Europe, 1648-1815: From the Old
Regime to the Age of Revolution By Robin W. Winks, Thomas E.
Kaiser #JXW6S109QCY



Read Europe, 1648-1815: From the Old Regime to the Age of
Revolution By Robin W. Winks, Thomas E. Kaiser for online ebook

Europe, 1648-1815: From the Old Regime to the Age of Revolution By Robin W. Winks, Thomas E. Kaiser
Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online
books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks
to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Europe, 1648-1815: From the Old Regime to the Age of
Revolution By Robin W. Winks, Thomas E. Kaiser books to read online.

Online Europe, 1648-1815: From the Old Regime to the Age of Revolution By Robin W.
Winks, Thomas E. Kaiser ebook PDF download

Europe, 1648-1815: From the Old Regime to the Age of Revolution By Robin W. Winks, Thomas E.
Kaiser Doc

Europe, 1648-1815: From the Old Regime to the Age of Revolution By Robin W. Winks, Thomas E. Kaiser Mobipocket

Europe, 1648-1815: From the Old Regime to the Age of Revolution By Robin W. Winks, Thomas E. Kaiser EPub

JXW6S109QCY: Europe, 1648-1815: From the Old Regime to the Age of Revolution By Robin W. Winks, Thomas E.
Kaiser


