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This primary text for advanced clinical practice courses at the core of the
Master of Social Work curriculum teaches students how to integrate theory
and practice on multiple levels. 
 
Building on the foundation of generalist courses, this student-friendly text
addresses assessment within a theoretical framework that considers the use of
DSM-IV and the mental status exam; includes a walkthrough of a clinical
interview and the stages of treatment; and examines models of treatment. The
chapter on developing the psychosocial study includes a model that walks the
student through the process.
 
Richly diverse case studies, drawn from practice experience, are integrated
throughout and show how theory is applied to work with individuals, families,
groups, and children and adolescents. Each chapter also includes learning
activities, role-plays, and assignments that will help students master the content.
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This primary text for advanced clinical practice courses at the core of the Master of Social Work
curriculum teaches students how to integrate theory and practice on multiple levels. 
 
Building on the foundation of generalist courses, this student-friendly text addresses assessment within a
theoretical framework that considers the use of DSM-IV and the mental status exam; includes a walkthrough
of a clinical interview and the stages of treatment; and examines models of treatment. The chapter on
developing the psychosocial study includes a model that walks the student through the process.
 
Richly diverse case studies, drawn from practice experience, are integrated throughout and show how theory
is applied to work with individuals, families, groups, and children and adolescents. Each chapter also
includes learning activities, role-plays, and assignments that will help students master the content.
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Editorial Review

Review

Here's what the reviewers are saying...
 
“I think the strengths of Clinical Social Work Practice include being thoroughly readable, being logically
ordered, and covering a nice variety of theories and approaches (without being exhaustive and exhausting!).”
— Jill Davis, University of Central Florida

From the Back Cover

Cooper Back Cover Copy
 

Clinical Social Work Practice: An Integrated Approach
Third Edition

 
By: Marlene Cooper

Joan Granucci Lesser Ph.D. (Private Practice; Smith College)
 
 
Basic Approach
 
This primary text for advanced clinical practice courses at the core of the MSW curriculum, teaches students
how to integrate theory and practice on multiple levels. 
 
Building on the foundation of generalist courses, this student-friendly text addresses assessment within a
theoretical framework that considers the use of DSM-IV and the mental status exam;
includes a step-by-step walkthrough of a clinical interview and the stages of treatment; and examines various
models of treatment.  
 
Features

A chapter on Multi-cultural practice helps students become culturally sensitive so they can practice●

more effectively with racially and culturally diverse clients.
The chapter on key issues has been expanded to includeethical concerns, the realities and complexities of●

practicing in a managed care environment, workplace safety, suicide, and therapists' self care.
Updated chapter on Research and Evaluation of Practice  now includes both evidence-based and●

empirically-based research. 
A chapter on working with children and adolescents addresses an important clientele in clinical social work●

practice, and includes three new case examples.
Chapter on feminist theory has been expanded and re-named Relational theory.●

New content on Neurobiology has been added.●

Updated and new chapter references throughout the text reflect the latest evidence-based research on the●

effectiveness of various models of treatment. 

 



What the reviewers are saying…
 
“I think the strengths of Clinical Social Work Practice include being thoroughly readable, being logically
ordered, and covering a nice variety of theories and approaches (without being exhaustive and
exhausting!).     Jill Davis, University of Central Florida
 
“[Clinical Social Work Practice] provides good coverage of topics from a clinical perspective that accords
with my own.”      Daniel Coleman, Portland State University
 
  ________________________________________________________________________
** MyHelpingLab ad here **

About the Author

Marlene G. Cooper, Ph.D. received her degree in Clinical Social Work from New York University in 1988 .
 She served as associate director of Admissions and Student Affairs at NYU from 1986 to 1990, and joined
the faculty of Fordham University Graduate School of Social Service, where she’s presently an Associate
Professor in the Clinical Area.  Cooper has published numerous scholarly articles and presented many
conference papers on all aspects of clinical practice.   She teaches courses in clinical practice with adults,
children and families, cognitive/behavioral social work practice, and advanced clinical assessment and
diagnosis. Among her many publications are articles on Trauma, Integrative Psychotherapy, Depression and
Suicide, Multi-C ultural/ Cross Racial T herapies, Obsessive Compulsive Disorder and Addictive Disorders .
  She has taught and participated in research in China, and is a member of the Advisory Committee of Sun
Yat Sen University Research Institute for Migrant Health Policy in Guangzhou, China, and a consultant on
suicide risk management to South China Agricultural University School of Social Work. She received grant
funding for research on depression in Chinese elders and violence against children and families in Jamaica,
West Indies. In 2008 Cooper was elected President of the New Jersey Chapter of the National Association of
Social Workers, the third largest chapter in the country, with 7,800 members. 

Joan Granucci Lesser, PhD is founder and practicing clinician with the Pioneer Valley Professionals, a
psychotherapy practice in Holyoke, Ma.  She is also Adjunct Associate Professor at Smith College School
for Social Work where she was formerly full time faculty and Chair of Social Work Practice.  Her most
recent books include Human Behavior and the Social Environment: THeory and Practice (2nd Ed with D. S.
Pope) and Clinical Social Work Practice An Integrated Approach (4th Ed with M. Cooper).  Dr. Lesser has
also published several book chapters and articles and presented her work nationally and internationally.  Her
interests include multicultural clinical practice, research and education; neurobiological disorders in children
and adolescents; and the treatment of trauma. 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ernest Baker:

Often the book Clinical Social Work Practice: An Integrated Approach (4th Edition) will bring you to the
new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to
find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book Clinical Social Work Practice: An
Integrated Approach (4th Edition) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book
through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.



Ella Jacobs:

The book with title Clinical Social Work Practice: An Integrated Approach (4th Edition) posesses a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Donna Johnson:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from that.
1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already been ride
on and with addition info. Even you love Clinical Social Work Practice: An Integrated Approach (4th
Edition), you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its identified as
reading friends.

Sherrie Beardsley:

You could spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Clinical Social Work Practice: An
Integrated Approach (4th Edition) is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as
soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make
you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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