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Twelve-year-old Theodore "Teddy" Roosevelt Fitzroy believes that Henry, the
hippopotamus at the brand-new FunJungle, has been murdered. The zoo’ s top
brass claim the hippo went belly up the natural way, but Teddy and his feisty
friend Summer McCraken have other ideas. Could the culprit be FunJungle's
animal-hating head of operations? Or isit FunJungle' s owner—Summer’s
dad—a man who is much more concerned about money than animal welfare?
The deeper Teddy and Summer dig, the more danger they’ re in—because when it
comes to hippo homicide, the truth can’t be caged!
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Twelve-year-old Theodore "Teddy" Roosevelt Fitzroy believes that Henry, the hippopotamus at the brand-
new FunJungle, has been murdered. The zoo’ s top brass claim the hippo went belly up the natural way, but
Teddy and hisfeisty friend Summer McCraken have other ideas. Could the culprit be FunJungl€e' s animal-
hating head of operations? Or isit FunJungle' s owner—Summer’ s dad—a man who is much more concerned
about money than animal welfare? The deeper Teddy and Summer dig, the more danger they’ re in—because
when it comes to hippo homicide, the truth can't be caged!
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal

Grade 5-8—Teddy Fitzroy, 12, yearns for alittle excitement at FunJungle, an animal theme park in Texas
where his parents work. When star attraction Henry the Hippo dies under mysterious circumstances, Teddy is
convinced that it was murder. Colorful suspects abound, from Large Marge, the security guard, al the way
up to J.J. McCracken himself, billionaire owner of FunJungle. Teddy teams up with J.J.'s daughter to ferret
out the culprit even as animal-related accidents begin to threaten his safety. A decomposing hippo disaster
denouement will fill young minds with equal amounts of horror and glee. Dense with animal trivia, Belly Up
will suit attentive readers who love mystery and random facts. Teddy's first-person narration allows readers
to solve the mystery along with him, but his voiceis oddly adult. The content and expression of his thoughts
emerge as extraordinarily calm and rational, far from the typical preteen sensibility. His dialogue sounds
much more realistic. Gibbs handles issues of animal welfare in afair way without being preachy, and his
motley cast of characters holds its own with quirky personalities and memorable details. Overall, thisfirst
novel brings together suspense, wild chase scenes, and enough character development to hold children's
attention, despite afew incongruities. Hand it to fans of Gordon Korman's Swindle (Scholastic) and Jody
Feldman's The Gollywhopper Games(HarperCallins, both 2008).—Caitlin Augusta, Sratford Library
Association, CT

(c) Copyright 2010. Library Journals LLC, awholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No
redistribution permitted.

From Booklist

Henry the hippo is dead. Y es, the signature denizen of America’ s newest and largest zoo has been found
belly up in his highly, uh, unsanitary habitat (hippos are extraordinarily regular in their habits, so to speak).
But there’ s worse to come when 12-year-old Teddy beginsto suspect it's murder most foul and—in the fine
tradition of mysteries for youth—sets out to solve the crime by himself. Well, he does have some help from
beautiful Summer, the 13-year-old daughter of the zoo' s fantastically wealthy owner. Who could have
dunnit? Large Marge, the surly security guard who has a cold spot in her heart for Teddy? Charlie Connor,
the midget clown who’ s hated Henry ever since the testy hippo took a bite out of him? Or could it be a
guerrilla act perpetrated by the anti-zoo Animal Liberation Front? First-novelist Gibbs offers no shortage of
suspectsin his fast-paced story, which deftly mixes humor and suspense. Cleverly plotted—aside from one
hippo-sized deus ex machina moment—this book is an auspicious debut that will leave readers clamoring for
more. Grades 5-7. --Michael Cart

Review

Twelve-year-old Teddy isaworld traveler with awildlife-photojournalist father and a mother who does
gorillaresearch. Stateside, the family lives at FunJungle, the world' s biggest and newest state-of-the-art zoo
and theme park, the pet project of a Texas moneybags whose daughter inspired him. Action opens at Hippo
River with the death of mascot Henry the Hippo, a beloved creature despite an irascible personality. Teddy
sneaksinto the autopsy and later strikes up afriendship with Summer, the daughter of the billionaire owner,
in his efforts to solve the mystery of who killed Henry. Not atypical child, Teddy has amassed a
considerable knowledge of arcane facts of human nature as well as animal behavior in histravels. Overal,
the story is great fun, despite a sometimes plodding approach to the narrative that istoo reminiscent of a
report. In his authorial debut, screenwriter Gibbs combines details of the inner workings of zoos with some
over-the-top action for an entertaining read. -- KIRKUS, April 15, 2010

Teddy Fitzroy, 12, yearnsfor alittle excitement at FunJungle, an animal theme park in Texas where his


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

parents work. When star attraction Henry the Hippo dies under mysterious circumstances, Teddy is
convinced that it was murder. Colorful suspects abound, from Large Marge, the security guard, all the way
up to J.J. McCracken himself, billionaire owner of FunJungle. Teddy teams up with J.J.’s daughter to ferret
out the culprit even as animal-related accidents begin to threaten his safety. A decomposing hippo disaster
denouement will fill young minds with equal amounts of horror and glee. Dense with animal trivia, Belly Up
will suit attentive readers who love mystery and random facts. Teddy’ s first-person narration allows readers
to solve the mystery along with him, but his voiceis oddly adult. The content and expression of his thoughts
emerge as extraordinarily calm and rational, far from the typical preteen sensibility. His dialogue sounds
much more redlistic. Gibbs handles issues of animal welfare in afair way without being preachy, and his
motley cast of characters holds its own with quirky personalities and memorable details. Overall, thisfirst
novel brings together suspense, wild chase scenes, and enough character development to hold children’s
attention, despite afew incongruities. Hand it to fans of Gordon Korman’s Swindle (Scholastic) and Jody
Feldman’ s The Gollywhopper Games (HarperCollins, both 2008).—SLJ, May 2010

"Great fun....In hisauthorial debut, screenwriter Gibbs combines details of the inner workings of zoos with
some over-the-top action for an entertaining read." (Kirkus Reviews)

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Todd Jacobs:

Nowadays reading books be alittle more than want or need but also turn into alife style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read
one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Belly Up (Teddy Fitzroy series
Book 1) iskind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Anthony Tipton:

The particular book Belly Up (Teddy Fitzroy series Book 1) will bring someone to the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new
book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Belly Up (Teddy Fitzroy series Book 1) is
much recommended to you to see. Y ou can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.

Peter Landon:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Belly Up (Teddy
Fitzroy series Book 1) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they
react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky
man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading



through as your good habit, you are able to pick Belly Up (Teddy Fitzroy series Book 1) become your own
Starter.

Donna Moore€;

Isit a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Belly Up (Teddy Fitzroy series Book
1) can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending your spare
time by reading in this brand new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than
the others?
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