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For planning to be successful, design must mean more than simply blindly
following the dictates of legislation and regulation – yet losing sight of the
importance of the design process is all too often exactly what has happened.

Ron Kasprisin has written a book for students of planning and urban design that
reconnects the process of designing with outcomes on the ground, and puts
thinking about design back at the heart of what planners do. The book identifies
the elements and principles of composition and explores compositional order and
structure as they relate to the meaning and functionality of cities. It discusses new
directions and methods, outlines the importance of both buildings and the open
spaces between them.

Mixing accessible theory, practical examples and carefully designed exercises in
composition from simple to complex settings, Urban Design is an essential
textbook for classrooms and design studios across the full spectrum of planning
and urban studies fields. Not only filled with illustrations and graphics of
excellent projects, it gives students tools to enable them to sketch, draw, design
and above all, to think.
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Editorial Review

Review

Ron holds a unique position as architect, planner and artist; he is also, in my personal experience, a
very good teacher, as such he is able to explore urban design in a particularly organic and generative
way... This will be an exciting text for planners, emerging design professionals, as well as a wide
ranging audience of others involved urban design decisions. Ron aims to familiarize his readers with
an expanded language of urban design. He endeavors to introduce its parts of speech and challenges
his students with experiments in syntax which will result in a conversation much more robust in
addressing the realities of complex urban environments. - John Shevenell, Architect

I am confident of the book’s value as a textbook at many levels of design education, from beginning
architecture and landscape architecture to more advanced urban planning and urban design. - John
Gilbert Luebtow.  Award-winning artist and sculptor, teacher and lecturer

The book will also be a resource for the working professionals. In addition, there is a strong and
growing trend regionally and nationally for on-the-job continuing education for planners. This book
would tend to fit this instructional purpose as well. - Ben Frerichs PhD, Senior Economist/Principal
Economic Consulting Services,

Ron is regarded in British Columbia, Canada as a well respected planner and designer, especially in
the area of design charettes...We need to redesign our neighbourhoods and communities in order to
address the critical issues facing us – from loneliness and isolation to climate change and security. Our
students and professors need advice and education through books like this to achieve our community
goals and aspirations. - John Talbot, John Talbot & Associates Inc

Kasprisin is an associate professor in urban design and planning at the University of Washington on
Seattle, and this book comes across as a very useful compendium of curricular materials for a class in
urban design theory and practice?with a laudable emphasis on the necessary skills of design
composition. - Michael Mehaffy, Sustasis Foundation

 

About the Author

Ron Kasprisin is an architect, urban planner, and artist with over forty years of experience as a practitioner
in urban design as Kasprisin Pettinari Design; and over twenty years of academic experience as an Associate
Professor in Urban Design and Planning, College of Built Environments, University of Washington, Seattle,
Washington. Ron is also an accomplished watercolor painter with national recognition, awards, and
exhibitions. Ron lives on Whidbey Island northwest of Seattle, Washington in Puget Sound, where he offers
watercolor painting workshops at Kasprisin Ridge Studios, Langley, Washington.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Johnson:

This Urban Design: The Composition of Complexity are generally reliable for you who want to be described
as a successful person, why. The reason of this Urban Design: The Composition of Complexity can be on the
list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an
individual with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy,
you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that
this Urban Design: The Composition of Complexity forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Peter Burnett:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get lot of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read
is Urban Design: The Composition of Complexity.

Robert Mayo:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Urban Design: The Composition of Complexity was
colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Urban Design: The Composition of
Complexity has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend
to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for
you personally and try to like reading that will.

Tony Reed:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With the
book Urban Design: The Composition of Complexity we can consider more advantage. Don't that you be
creative people? To be creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suited with
your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book Urban Design: The Composition of
Complexity. You can more pleasing than now.
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