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A Very Short Introduction

Many scholars believe that the framers of the Constitution intended Congress to
be the preeminent branch of government. Indeed, no other legislature in the
world approaches its power. Y et most Americans have only amurky idea of how
it works.

In The U.S. Congress, Donald A. Ritchie, a congressional historian for more than
thirty years, takes readers on afascinating, behind-the-scenes tour of Capitol
Hill--pointing out the key players, explaining their behavior, and trangating
parliamentary language into plain English. No mere civics lesson, this eye-
opening book provides an insider's perspective on Congress, matched with a
professional historian's analytical insight. After aswift survey of the creation of
Congress by the constitutional convention, he begins to unscrew the nuts and pull
out the bolts. What isit like to campaign for congress? To attract large donors?
To enter either house with no seniority? He answers these questions and more,
explaining committee assignments (and committee work), the role of staffers and
labbyists, floor proceedings, parliamentary rules, and coalition building. Ritchie
explores the great effort put into constituent service--as representatives and
senators respond to requests from groups and individual s--as well as media
relations and news coverage. He also explores how the grand concepts we all
know from civics class--checks and balances, advise and consent, congressional
oversight--work in practice, in an age of strong presidents and a muscular Senate
minority (no matter which party isin that position).

In this sparkling addition to Oxford's Very Short Introduction series, Donald
Ritchie moves beyond the cynicism and the platitudes to provide agem of a
portrait of how Congress really works.
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Many scholars believe that the framers of the Constitution intended Congress to be the preeminent branch of
government. Indeed, no other legidature in the world approaches its power. Y et most Americans have only a
murky idea of how it works.

In The U.S. Congress, Donald A. Ritchie, acongressional historian for more than thirty years, takes readers
on afascinating, behind-the-scenes tour of Capitol Hill--pointing out the key players, explaining their
behavior, and tranglating parliamentary language into plain English. No mere civics lesson, this eye-opening
book provides an insider's perspective on Congress, matched with a professional historian's analytical
insight. After a swift survey of the creation of Congress by the constitutional convention, he beginsto
unscrew the nuts and pull out the bolts. What isit like to campaign for congress? To attract large donors? To
enter either house with no seniority? He answers these questions and more, explaining committee
assignments (and committee work), the role of staffers and lobbyists, floor proceedings, parliamentary rules,
and coalition building. Ritchie explores the great effort put into constituent service--as representatives and
senators respond to requests from groups and individual s-as well as media relations and news coverage. He
aso explores how the grand concepts we all know from civics class--checks and balances, advise and
consent, congressional oversight--work in practice, in an age of strong presidents and a muscular Senate
minority (no matter which party isin that position).

In this sparkling addition to Oxford's Very Short Introduction series, Donald Ritchie moves beyond the
cynicism and the platitudes to provide a gem of a portrait of how Congress really works.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Thisisalively, comprehensive and knowing guide to the Congress that leaves nothing out. With clarity and
good humor, Donald Ritchie explains how Congress works in away | never thought possible. His book
should be read by every citizen, by every journalist, and even by every member of the Congress.”--Roger
Mudd, former CBS News Congressional correspondent

"This volume delivers an elegant, informative, and entertaining tour of the legidative branch. It manages to
cover an impressive amount of ground with the benefit of smart organization, economical prose, and an
insider's eye for what isinteresting and important. In short, it is the kind of book diligent citizens should
read."--Paul Charles Milazzo, Associate Professor of History, Ohio University

About the Author

Donald A. Ritchieis Historian of the U.S. Senate. His books include Our Constitution; The Oxford Guide to
the United Sates Government; Press Gallery: Congress and the Washington Correspondents; Reporting
from Washington: The History of the Washington Press Corps; and Electing FDR: The New Deal Campaign
of 1932.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Richard Mills;

Now aday people who Living in the erawhere everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How alot more to be smart in
obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this The U.S. Congress: A Very
Short Introduction book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this
book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

ValerieHerrera;

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically
book entitled The U.S. Congress: A Very Short Introduction your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get ahead of. The The U.S. Congress: A Very Short Introduction giving you another



experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful details for your better lifein this
particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will likely
be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

Nicholas Buchanan:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may
doesn't work thisis difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic asin the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer isusually The U.S. Congress: A Very Short Introduction why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly direct
you to pick up this book.

Patrick Austin:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and The U.S. Congress: A Very
Short Introduction as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great
abook, you feel desireto read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students
especialy. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-
book, any other book likes The U.S. Congress. A Very Short Introduction to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like here.
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