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An exceptional father-son story from the National Book Award–winning
author of Between the World and Me about the reality that tests us, the myths
that sustain us, and the love that saves us.

Paul Coates was an enigmatic god to his sons: a Vietnam vet who rolled with the
Black Panthers, an old-school disciplinarian and new-age believer in free love, an
autodidact who launched a publishing company in his basement dedicated to
telling the true history of African civilization. Most of all, he was a wily tactician
whose mission was to carry his sons across the shoals of inner-city
adolescence—and through the collapsing civilization of Baltimore in the Age of
Crack—and into the safe arms of Howard University, where he worked so his
children could attend for free.

Among his brood of seven, his main challenges were Ta-Nehisi, spacey and
sensitive and almost comically miscalibrated for his environment, and Big Bill,
charismatic and all-too-ready for the challenges of the streets. The Beautiful
Struggle follows their divergent paths through this turbulent period, and their
father’s steadfast efforts—assisted by mothers, teachers, and a body of myths,
histories, and rituals conjured from the past to meet the needs of a troubled
present—to keep them whole in a world that seemed bent on their destruction.

With a remarkable ability to reimagine both the lost world of his father’s
generation and the terrors and wonders of his own youth, Coates offers readers a
small and beautiful epic about boys trying to become men in black America and
beyond.

From the Hardcover edition.
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An exceptional father-son story from the National Book Award–winning author of Between the World
and Me about the reality that tests us, the myths that sustain us, and the love that saves us.

Paul Coates was an enigmatic god to his sons: a Vietnam vet who rolled with the Black Panthers, an old-
school disciplinarian and new-age believer in free love, an autodidact who launched a publishing company in
his basement dedicated to telling the true history of African civilization. Most of all, he was a wily tactician
whose mission was to carry his sons across the shoals of inner-city adolescence—and through the collapsing
civilization of Baltimore in the Age of Crack—and into the safe arms of Howard University, where he
worked so his children could attend for free.

Among his brood of seven, his main challenges were Ta-Nehisi, spacey and sensitive and almost comically
miscalibrated for his environment, and Big Bill, charismatic and all-too-ready for the challenges of the
streets. The Beautiful Struggle follows their divergent paths through this turbulent period, and their father’s
steadfast efforts—assisted by mothers, teachers, and a body of myths, histories, and rituals conjured from the
past to meet the needs of a troubled present—to keep them whole in a world that seemed bent on their
destruction.

With a remarkable ability to reimagine both the lost world of his father’s generation and the terrors and
wonders of his own youth, Coates offers readers a small and beautiful epic about boys trying to become men
in black America and beyond.

From the Hardcover edition.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Orlando Hernandez:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for us. The book The Beautiful Struggle: A Memoir had been making
you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for
you. The guide The Beautiful Struggle: A Memoir is not only giving you considerably more new information
but also for being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your
reserve. Try to make relationship using the book The Beautiful Struggle: A Memoir. You never truly feel
lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Michael Crew:

The actual book The Beautiful Struggle: A Memoir will bring one to the new experience of reading a book.
The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book very
ideal to you. The book The Beautiful Struggle: A Memoir is much recommended to you to see. You can also
get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Billy Golden:

This The Beautiful Struggle: A Memoir is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this The Beautiful Struggle: A Memoir
can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this book is easy to get by anyone.
These books develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form.
People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So
you cannot find any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should
be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also
knowledge.

Carmen Pinto:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified as of
book The Beautiful Struggle: A Memoir. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the
printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you
must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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