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The Anthropology of Islam Reader brings together a rich variety of ethnographic
work, offering an insight into various forms of Islam as practiced in different
geographic, social, and cultural contexts. Topics explored include Ramadan and
the Hajj, the Feast of Sacrifice, and the representation of Islam. An extensive
introduction and bibliography helps students develop their understanding of the
variety of methodological and theoretical approaches involved in the
anthropological study of Islam. In his selections, Jens Kreinath highlights the
diversity of practices and themes that were formative for this field of study,
making this essential reading for students of Islam at undergraduate and graduate
level.
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Editorial Review

Review

'This is without a doubt the finest collection of essays on the anthropology of Islam available today.
Kreinath has brought together a set of path breaking theoretical texts with some of the richest
ethnographic accounts of Muslim societies produced by anthropologists. The result is the strongest
demonstration to date of anthropology’s unique contribution to our understanding of this religious
tradition.' - Charles Hirschkind, University of California, Berkeley, USA

'This is a remarkable work that contains some of the classic and contemporary essays representing the
ethnographic and conceptual issues within the anthropology of Islam arena. This fine collection will
undoubtedly become the standard work for both research and teaching purposes. The volume
provides an accessible sophisticated treatment of the field that will engage students and scholars who
want to develop a more nuanced perspective and understanding of the Islamic world.' - Raymond
Scupin, Lindenwood University, USA

'This book draws together a significant body of theoretical and ethnographic writing, providing
detailed insight into the key epistemological and empirical questions being raised by scholars in the
field... For any field-worker, whether undergraduate or beyond, this collection will no doubt constitute
an invaluable resource in presenting a concise compendium of key theoretical and methodological
discussions, which continue to be debated within the discipline.' - Rosalind Warden, Cardiff; The Muslim
World Book Review, 33:2, 2013.

‘Jens Kreinath’s edited volume brings together key texts that help us understand and appreciate the
anthropology of Islam – not as a set of fixed questions and methodologies but as a field of debates and
arguments…[and] very effectively offers a sense of intertextuality as the authors frequently refer to
each other’s work. It will become an indispensable resource for undergraduate teaching and a helpful
reference text for graduate students.’ - Amira Mittermaier, Anthropos

“Kreinath…has edited the first Anthropology of Islam reader, whose selected texts include quite an
impressive number of seminal anthropological studies that will undoubtedly become a very useful
reference work and an essential pedagogical textbook for college and university students. Moreover,
the texts included in this reader should enable readers to better understand the diversity of Muslim
beliefs and practices and to nourish further theoretical and practical anthropological studies of the
Islamic tradition.” -Roxanne D Marcotte, University of Quebec, Canada

“In Jens Kreinath’s edited volume, The Anthropology of Islam Reader, we find an important
contribution to the anthropological literature on Islam and Muslims. The text reflects the editor’s
well-trained eye for ritual analysis and does a good job of managing some of the key theoretical and
methodological issues in the field.”- Michael Vicente Perez, University of Washington, USA

"Kreinath has compiled a very useful anthology that can both be used effectively in the classroom and
read by non-specialists as a way of understanding Muslim life…[A]n important contribution to the
continuing evolution of the discipline of anthropology and to the development of Islamic studies in the
contemporary world." –John O. Voll, Georgetown University, USA



"Kreinath’s cumulative tome makes compelling reading for anyone wanting to expand their personal
knowledge of Islamic societies, and will be a useful and valued asset to any library." –Abdullah Drury,
University of Waikato, New Zealand

 

About the Author

Jens Kreinath is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Anthropology at Wichita State University,
USA.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Timothy Larios:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The Anthropology of Islam Reader. Try to face the book The
Anthropology of Islam Reader as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you sense alone
and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The
book makes you much more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Lucille Grant:

Here thing why this kind of The Anthropology of Islam Reader are different and reputable to be yours. First
of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delightful
as food or not. The Anthropology of Islam Reader giving you information deeper and different ways, you
can find any book out there but there is no guide that similar with The Anthropology of Islam Reader. It
gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the
world which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your
car, café, or even in your method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed
book maybe the form of The Anthropology of Islam Reader in e-book can be your option.

Sylvia Grable:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer might be The Anthropology of Islam Reader why because the amazing cover



that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this
book.

Karina McDermott:

You may spend your free time to read this book this publication. This The Anthropology of Islam Reader is
simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not
include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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