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In Last Night at the Viper Room, acclaimed author and journalist Gavin Edwards
vividly recounts the life and tragic death of acclaimed actor River Phoenix—a
teen idol on the fast track to Hollywood royalty who died of a drug overdose in
front of West Hollywood’s storied club, the Viper Room, at the age of 23.

Last Night at the Viper Room explores the young star’s life, including his
childhood in Venezuela growing up under the aegis of the cultish Children of
God. Putting him at the center of a new generation of leading men emerging in
the early 1990s— including Johnny Depp, Keanu Reeves, Brad Pitt, Nicolas
Cage, and Leonardo DiCaprio—Gavin Edwards traces the Academy Award
nominee’s meteoric rise, couches him in an examination of the 1990s, and
illuminates his lasting legacy on Hollywood and popular culture itself.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Twenty years after his death, River Phoenix remains as enigmatic and elusive as ever. Last Night at the
Viper Room tells the heart-shredding story of how this haunted actor left such a big impression in such a
brief time.” (Rob Sheffield, New York Times bestselling author of Love Is a Mix Tape)

“What Edwards does do impeccably is reveal the life of an extraordinary young man, whose idealism and
dedication to his family, despite crippling childhood conditions, set him apart from the rest of the rising star
pack.” (USA Today)

From the Back Cover

At the dawn of the 1990s, a new crew of leading men—Johnny Depp, Nicolas Cage, Keanu Reeves, and
Brad Pitt—was rocketing toward stardom. River Phoenix, however, stood in front of the pack. But behind
Phoenix's talent and beautiful public face was a young man who had been raised in a cult by nonconformist
parents, who was burdened with supporting his family from a young age, and who eventually succumbed to
addiction, dying of an overdose in front of the Viper Room, West Hollywood's storied club, at twenty-three.

Last Night at the Viper Room is part biography, part cultural history of the 1990s, and part celebration of a
Hollywood icon gone too soon. Full of interviews from his fellow actors, directors, friends, and family, Last
Night at the Viper Room shows the role River Phoenix played in creating the place of the actor in our modern
culture and the impact his work still makes today.

About the Author

Gavin Edwards is a contributing editor at Rolling Stone who has written five articles for the magazine about
Blink-182 for the magazine since 1999. He is the New York Times bestselling author of seven books. He
lives in Charlotte, North Carolina, with his wife and their two sons.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Janie Ross:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for us. The book Last Night at the Viper Room: River Phoenix and
the Hollywood He Left Behind had been making you to know about other understanding and of course you
can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve Last Night at the Viper Room: River
Phoenix and the Hollywood He Left Behind is not only giving you more new information but also to get
your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to
make relationship while using book Last Night at the Viper Room: River Phoenix and the Hollywood He
Left Behind. You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.



Crystal Sanchez:

The knowledge that you get from Last Night at the Viper Room: River Phoenix and the Hollywood He Left
Behind could be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get
considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Last Night at the Viper Room:
River Phoenix and the Hollywood He Left Behind giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article
author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the
author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We advise you for having this specific Last Night at the Viper Room: River Phoenix and the Hollywood He
Left Behind instantly.

Larry Dolin:

This book untitled Last Night at the Viper Room: River Phoenix and the Hollywood He Left Behind to be
one of several books which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this publication you can get
a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it by using
online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from
your list.

Jack Godina:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be Last Night at the Viper Room: River Phoenix and the
Hollywood He Left Behind why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will
not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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