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rights and wrongs

Wide-ranging and ambitious, Justice combines moral philosophy and Christian
ethics to devel op an important theory of rights and of justice as grounded in
rights. Nicholas Wolterstorff discusses what it isto have aright, and he locates
rightsin the respect due the worth of the rights-holder. After contending that
socialy-conferred rights require the existence of natural rights, he argues that no
secular account of natural human rights is successful; he offersinstead atheistic
account.

Wolterstorff prefaces his systematic account of justice as grounded in rights with
an exploration of the common claim that rights-talk isinherently individualistic
and possessive. He demonstrates that the idea of natural rights originated neither
in the Enlightenment nor in the individualistic philosophy of the late Middle
Ages, but was aready employed by the canon lawyers of the twelfth century. He
traces our intuitions about rights and justice back even further, to Hebrew and
Christian scriptures. After extensively discussing justice in the Old Testament
and the New, he goes on to show why ancient Greek and Roman philosophy
could not serve as aframework for atheory of rights.

Connecting rights and wrongs to God's relationship with humankind, Justice not
only offersarich and compelling philosophical account of justice, but also makes
an important contribution to overcoming the present-day divide between
religious discourse and human rights.
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Wide-ranging and ambitious, Justice combines moral philosophy and Christian ethics to develop an
important theory of rights and of justice as grounded in rights. Nicholas Wolterstorff discusses what it isto
have aright, and he locates rights in the respect due the worth of the rights-holder. After contending that
socially-conferred rights require the existence of natural rights, he argues that no secular account of natural
human rights is successful; he offersinstead a theistic account.

Wolterstorff prefaces his systematic account of justice as grounded in rights with an exploration of the
common claim that rights-talk is inherently individualistic and possessive. He demonstrates that the idea of
natural rights originated neither in the Enlightenment nor in the individualistic philosophy of the late Middle
Ages, but was already employed by the canon lawyers of the twelfth century. He traces our intuitions about
rights and justice back even further, to Hebrew and Christian scriptures. After extensively discussing justice
in the Old Testament and the New, he goes on to show why ancient Greek and Roman philosophy could not
serve as aframework for atheory of rights.

Connecting rights and wrongs to God's relationship with humankind, Justice not only offersarich and
compelling philosophical account of justice, but also makes an important contribution to overcoming the
present-day divide between religious discourse and human rights.
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Editorial Review

Review

"[T]his book is a formidable achievement, intellectually rigorous yet emotionally engaged, and combining
meticulous conceptual analysis with arich historical grasp of the roots of our moral culture. Its arguments
offer a serious challenge to the complacency of contemporary secularism, implying as they do that our
culture of rights could only have come into existence supported by a metaphysical framework that exhibits
each human being, whatever their flaws and defects, as loved redemptively by God."--John Cottingham,
Times Literary Supplement

"Nicholas Wolterstorff's Justice: Rights and Wrongs is amagisterial book. Init . . . Wolterstorff has gotten
justiceright. This, in case the thrust of my terse comment wasn't plain enough, is avery high praise."--
Miroslav Volf, Books & Culture

"For al of uswho aspire to, or even just admire, the perhaps not so outrageous vocation of Christian
scholarship, Nicholas Wolterstorff, Justice is an inspiration.”--Richard W. Gar nett, First Things

"Wolterstorff draws on awide range of philosophical/theological/ethical material. He does a magnificent job
of developing a sustained argument for the thesis that the only solid foundation for grounding human rights
isbiblical theism."--F. G. Kirkpatrick, Choice

"In Justice: Rights and Wrongs, Nicholas Wolterstorff reaches far back into biblical tradition and Greek
philosophy to trace a distinctive vision of justice based on the worth that God confers on each person. For
Wolterstorff, respect for human worth entails respect for human rights; this marks an important turn away
from the tendency in recent theology to dismiss talk about rights as an Enlightenment innovation that is alien
to Christian ethics."--Raobin Lovin, Christian Century

"Justice is aseminal contribution to Christian ethics and useful riposte to those modern Gibbons to sneer at
theideathat Christians have anything useful to say about the things that matter.”--Nick Spencer, Third Way
Magazine

"Justice: Rights and Wrongs is magisterial in scope, incisive and inventive in its argument. Wolterstorff
stakes out a novel position in contemporary debates with an undeniable analytical rigor. . . . Wolterstorff's
philosophical arguments. . . stand on their own two feet and genuinely break new ground in the field.
Indeed, this text merits and should attract a very wide readership."--Stephen L ake, Philosophy in Review

"Wolterstorff has made . . . atremendous contribution . . . to our philosophical acuity and theological
discernment on these matters. . . . [R]ender him his due for an erudite and sophisticated account of why
rights are not wrong."--John D. Carlson, Journal of Politics and Religion

From the Back Cover

"Wolterstorff's Justice is the most impressive book on justice since Rawls A Theory of Justice. In afresh and
vigorous manner, Wolterstorff defends a conception of justice as inherent rights and argues for its superiority
to a conception of justice as right order. The sweep of the book is breathtaking, ranging from a detailed
discussion of justice in the Hebrew Bible and the New Testament to medieval, early modern, and
contemporary theories of justice. Wolterstorff's most provocative thesisisthat all existing secular aswell as



most religious attempts to ground atheory of justice fail. Even those who are skeptical about histheistic
grounding of justice will be challenged by the clarity, rigor, and thoroughness of his arguments.”--Richard
J. Bernstein, New School for Social Resear ch

"The work of afirst-rate philosopher at the top of his game, this book sets forth a distinctive and challenging
theory of justice formulated in explicitly scriptural and Christian terms, yet in conversation with the leading
aternativesin the Anglophone world. Not only does this book reflect the clarity and acuity of thought that
characterize Wolterstorff's work, it also reflects the humane sensibilities of someone who has thought and
felt deeply about these matters for along time."--Jean Porter, University of Notre Dame

About the Author

Nicholas Wolterstorff is the Noah Porter Professor Emeritus of Philosophical Theology at Y ale University
and afellow of the American Academy of Artsand Sciences. His many books include "Until Justice" and
"Peace Embrace'”.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Dorcas Starling:

The book untitled Justice: Rights and Wrongs is the book that recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the
quality of the publication content that will be shown to anyone. The language that author use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did alot of analysis when write the book, hence the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. Y ou also might get the e-book of Justice:
Rights and Wrongs from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Zenaida Jackson:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the e-book untitled Justice: Rights and Wrongs can be fine book to read.
May beitisusualy best activity to you.

Rose Davies;

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity thisislook different you can read
anew book. Itisrealy fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a guide. The book Justice: Rights and Wrongs it doesn't matter what good to read. There are alot of
individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did
not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can mOore effortlessly to read this



book from the smart phone. The priceis not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Shelia Sepulveda:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Justice: Rights and Wrongs that
give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can
be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react when it comesto the
world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual but for al of you
who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can
pick Justice: Rights and Wrongs become your starter.

Download and Read Online Justice: Rightsand Wrongs By Nicholas
Wolter stor ff #5E7UL C2ZTGW



Read Justice: Rights and Wrongs By Nicholas Wolter stor ff for
online ebook

Justice: Rights and Wrongs By Nicholas Wolterstorff Free PDF dOwnlOad, audio books, books to read, good
books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online,
books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Justice:
Rights and Wrongs By Nicholas Wolterstorff books to read online.

Online Justice: Rightsand Wrongs By Nicholas Wolter stor ff ebook PDF download
Justice: Rights and Wrongs By Nicholas Wolter stor ff Doc

Justice: Rights and Wrongs By Nicholas Wolter stor ff M obipocket

Justice: Rightsand Wrongs By Nicholas Wolter stor ff EPub

5E7ULC2ZTGW: Justice: Rightsand Wrongs By Nicholas Wolter stor ff



